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     **  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share knowledge and 
techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the conservation of fisheries. 

 
 

**** MEETINGS and CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 
 
OUR NEXT MEETING: October  9:   
 Fly tying class from 6:00 to 7:00.  Sam Cooper will demonstrate tying a deer-hair mouse.  Business and program at 7:00. 
The program will be the first annual AFF slide show lead by Bruce Rollans.  The special enhanced raffle, to be held once 
each quarter, will be inaugurated at this meeting. 

Note! We meet in Room S-6.  About the middle of the east side of the building. 
 

*** 2001 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
 
Dues are $20.00, $10.00 for spouse, $30 for families, and $8.00 for students.   New members, be sure to ask for a club 
patch when you pay your 2001 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make 
checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers. 
 
 
 

You may mail dues to: 
 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
P.O. BOX 935 

SUTTER CREEK, CA  95685



 

 
There is really nothing your editor can add, at this point in time, to what has been said and written regarding the 
horrible events of September 11.  For those AFF members who assembled that evening, getting together and 
discussing fly fishing seemed to provide an interval of therapeutic normalcy during an unbelievably distressing 
period.  We are very grateful to George Cecchetti for spending the evening with us. 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Our last general meeting day, Tuesday, September 11, 2001, had been 
extremely sad since I first turned on the news at just after 5:30am. Some 
club members and visitors were driving from out of the county to make 
our meeting and George Cecchetti had planned his presentation for 
months, and we went ahead with our meeting. George did a fine job of 
presenting and instructing us on local steelhead fishing. He helped give us 
visions of future days to enjoy our angling in a peaceful environment.  
 
Dennis and I attended a presentation in Mammoth on Friday, 5-21, about 
indicator fishing on still water for trout. Two days later, an elderly angler 
actually yelled at me for attempting to use an indicator for fishing at 
Crowley Lake. In his anger, he said that it was "cheating", "bobber" 
fishing, and not proper fly-fishing. I did not have to guess that his low 
level of tolerance and fellowship were not his best qualities. When I told 
him that I had attended the indicator workshop on Friday and that my 
group of four anglers was trying our own form of a learning clinic for 
using indicators, he again lit into me with his verbal put-downs.  
 

I then told him that I was actually getting back to my roots of fishing with my grandfather with a cane pole, bobber, 
and bait when I was seven. He softened some and I finished with the comment that those were some of my best 
memories with my grandfather. I then asked his advice on fishing from his experiences and he was no longer 
negative. I had several friendly conversations with this angler later, but his earlier attitude, anger, and intolerance 
saddened me.  
Many have said that Sept. 11, 2001 will change us forever. We need to be more cautious in some environments 
(airports, traveling, etc.), more appreciative of what we have, more tolerant and sharing with those around us. 
Fishing brings me closer to the outdoor environment that I have chosen to enjoy, closer in relationships with others 
sharing my angling activity, and closer to my memories of past days with family and friends that are no longer with 
us. I hope to share many enjoyable angling days in the future with friends, current family members, and maybe 
even a grandchild or two.  
 



 

Each day should be precious to each of us. Tolerance and kindness are better to share than intolerance and anger. 
"Fishing is a chance to wash one's soul." (H. Hoover)  
  
 
Bill 

 
***  CALENDAR  *** 

 
Tuesday, October 9:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 6:p.m. we have fly tying class.  The general 
meeting, with the club slide show, at 7:p.m.   
 
Tuesday, October 16:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. Round Table Pizza, Martel.  All interested members are 
welcome to participate. 
 
October 19-21:  AFF outing at Eagle Lake. 
 
November 13:  AFF meeting.  Richard Hunt will discuss Antique Vices for Fly-Tying 
 
December 9:  AFF annual dinner at Teresa’s in Jackson. 
 
Open now through October 21:  Anglers All: Humanity in Midstream.  At the California Academy of Sciences in 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco.   Exhibit of fly-fishing from the American Museum of Fly-Fishing. 
 
Open now through January 13, 2002:  Ansel Adams at 100. At the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  This 
is the first stop on a prestigious international tour of the photographs of Ansel Adams 

 
***General Information and Happenings*** 

SPECIAL NOTICE! 
Here is the official format for the AFF Annual Banquet, so mark your calendars and get the word out.  The date is 
December 9, 2001.  The place is the banquet hall of Teresa’s Place Restaurant at 1235 Jackson Gate Road, Jackson.  
The price is $23.50 per person.  The family style meal features a combined entrée of ribeye steak and chicken.  A 
“No Host Bar” will be available at 6 p.m. and dinner will be served at 7 p.m.  The program, following dinner, will 
feature well known local guide Mike Costello.  Following the program will be the famous “AFF Annual Banquet 
Raffle.”  Tickets for the raffle will be available throughout the evening prior to the drawing.  As an incentive to buy 
your dinner tickets early, a special raffle will be conducted for the first 25 paid reservations (as received by the 
Club Treasurer).  The cut off date for purchasing dinner tickets is Tuesday, November 27, 2001. 
 
Fly-Tying:  The fly tying class is in full swing.  Three serious tiers and one late arriving editor followed Bill’s 
direction in the tying of an “eagle Lake Special”.  Fly tying for the year is just getting started.  The class will be 
meeting until next March.  If you have been thinking about getting into fly tying or want to rekindle old skills, this 
is you opportunity.   Fly tying for the October meeting is a special event for ALL the fly tiers in the club.  Sam 
Cooper is going to demonstrate how to tie a deer-hair mouse. These are effective with large trout and all bass. Bill 
will bring a box of deer-hair for the group if you want to follow along with Sam. Bill says he plans to take notes. 
  
Items for Sale: 

JC Pro Line 793 2 pc with maple insert reel seat  $150 
JC Pro Line 908 2 pc .........................................  $150 
JC Pro Line 9010 2 pc saltwater with fighting butt $150 
JC Jade Line 904 2 pc with nickel silver butt cap... $150 
JC 908 2 pc.......................................................  $140 
Tuxedo Custom Rod 9010/11 2 pc Saltwater......... $150 
Tuxedo Custom Rod 9010/11 2 pc Saltwater......... $150 
1 pr. "Fitovers"- polarized wraparound sunglasses 
 that fit over prescription glasses………………  $15.  

See Bruce or call him at 209-274-0448 



 

 
 
 

***MEETINGS*** 
Last Meeting: 
 As can be seen at right the fly tiers got the evening started 
at 6:00.  Clockwise from left:  Bill, new member Rich  
Owings, Pete Bunting and Ryan Konza fine tune that 
“Eagle Lake Special” . 
 
Regarding the NCCFFF, Joe Bania mentioned that 
concurrent with the election of new officers there is also 
some reorganization going on.  He will have more details 
for AFF and the newsletter next month. 
 
Bruce Rollans reported that The AFF bank account stood at 
$860.90, as of September 11.  He also announced that the 
club has given up our P.O. Box and the treasurer’s home 
address will now be the club mailing address.  For now that 
is Bruce. 
 
Bruce also presented a letter received from EBMUD requesting input at a meeting on September 13th dealing with 
allowing public access to the Middle Bar area of the Mokelumne River.  Perhaps at the October AFF meeting we 
will get an update from that meeting. 
 
At left, George Cecchetti presented a program on fishing for Central Valley steelhead.  He considers this an under 
utilized fishery, there aren’t many anglers.  George pointed that up until a few years ago the  “Central Valley 
steelhead” was considered a myth.  Although George discussed steelhead fishing on Yuba (he considers Randy 
Baxter an expert on the Yuba), the Feather, the Sac, the Tuolumne, and, of course, the Mokolumne, his emphasis 

was on the Calavaraz.  Your editor didn’t even know there was a 
Calavaraz River.  I finally found the South Fork on a topo map.  He 
pointed out that dams are a double-edged sword.  The benefit being 
they provide a year around fishery and the steelhead don’t necessarily 
go to sea.  There are more consistent steelhead runs.  George feels 
that he is somewhat responsible for getting steelhead fishing on the 
Calavaraz up-graded out of the myth category.  The talks he gives, 
such as this one to AFF, has contributed to this fishery becoming 
more known.  I wish space permitted relating his story about how he, 
with help of the press kept EBMUD (the river has no steelhead) from 
getting the Calavaraz exempted from habitat restoration.  Ask me 
about it.   
 
Although now better 
known, the Calavaraz 

still isn’t combat fishing.  George tries to fish the Calavaraz two or 
three times a week, and fishes between 6:30 and 8:30 in the morning 
before opening his shop.  He is usually “the only guy on the river”.  
He invited club members to fish it with him.   What size of fish are in 
the river?  Big salmon and big steelhead.  Up to 35 inch #15 lb 
steelhead.  The picture at right is of a Calavaraz River fish.  
However, it looks like a salmon. 
 
Here are a few of George’s recommendations for fishing the 
Calavaraz: 
Fish at first light and don’t over wade.  “if your feet are wet you 



 

should be already fishing”. 
You need to get to know the river.  This applies to all the rivers.  They all fish differently.  On the Calavaraz  
George does “right angle fishing”.  Two flies and small shot are suspended from a dry fly used as an indicator.  The 
rig is shown in the picture of George.  I will have copies of the setup at the meeting.  George uses a 5-6 weight rod 
with fast action.  He cuts the fist five feet off the fly line because the long leaders and shot in the rig. 
These are not high fish count waters.  Make your casts count. The secret is presentation , the fly needs to roll along 
the bottom.  Drift the fly “long”, stay back from the fish. 
 
George really knows his subject and his enthusiasm for his subject was easily communicated to his audience.  There 
were a lot of very specific questions from the group that showed the high interest his talk generated.  It was a most 
welcome and appreciated interlude for everyone present. 
 
Last Board Meeting: 
Illness, injury and conflicts reduced the board to only three members in attendance, so it was primarily a discussion 
session.  We did have an updated Treasurer’s Report that showed income of $34.00 from the September meeting 
and newsletter expenses of $101.70 giving an account balance of $793.20. 
 
The following members have agreed to be nominated for The 2002 AFF Board:  Jefff Kelley for VP, and Dave 
Friend for Member at large (member contact and new membership).  John Powers has agreed to remain on the 
Board as Member at Large (raffles), as have Bill DeWalt, Bruce Rollans, and Larry Shaw in their current positions. 
 
The rest of the meeting was discussion on outings.  This is an ongoing concern in AFF and the discussion ranged 
over a broad range of ideas.  As is usually the case, more questions were raised than conclusions drawn but here are 
a few ideas to consider.  Do as many local outings as possible.  Perhaps tied to the season of the year.  Greenstone 
in the spring, , Woods Lake in the Summer, Amador, Pardee, the American and Sac in the fall and winter.   
 
We currently have trips available to club members, such as Eagle Lake, Crowley, and Heenan., but these are “come 
along trips.  Perhaps we could plan a special club  “weekender”.  This would be a full club function just like a 
meeting or the Annual dinner but would be fishing and possibly other allied outdoor activities.  We could also look 
into having joint outings with other clubs.  
 
It was suggested that we get started with a day outing at Lake Amador  in November.  We will be discussing this 
outing and the whole issue of outings at the October meeting. 
 
Fishing Reports:  
 
Bruce Rollans did an early morning drift (6:30-10:30) on the American with guide Andy Guibord.  Caught three 
nice stripers. 
 
Jeff Kelley had information that the Klamath (in mid September at least) was “on fire” for salmon.  People were 
getting 30-40 fish a day.   
 
Joe Bania fished Heenan’s opening and provides us with the following account: 
 
Barb and I, and several early arrivals, spent the day before Heenan’s opening cleaning up the parking lot and lake 
of brush and trash.  The DFG had stated a “little brush clearing” but it turned out to be a major endeavor!  I think 
some of us were so tired we wondered if we wanted to get up at dawn the next day to fish!  However, we all made it 
out early Friday morning, along with about 130 other individuals. 
  
DFG’s preliminary statistics at mid-day indicated the catch was less per person than last year.  I’m not surprised 
because the surface water temperature was 70 degrees by mid-day.  Even so, I hooked 7, and brought 3 to the 
pontoon boat.  The smallest was 15 and the largest 20 inches.  The water was very clear (you could see to about 10 
feet) with very little algae bloom but some weeds around the edges.  The fly of choice was a prince nymph (#14) as 
a dropper, tied off the hook of an olive wooly bugger (#12) fished at the end of a 10’ sink tip.  After observing 
many yellow jackets on the surface being taken by rising fish, I put on a yellow humpy and an antron caterpillar as 



 

the point fly with a zug bug as a dropper.  As the antron caterpillar hit the water and the riffles began to move 
across the surface, a large form moved to intercept it.  The trout struck the fly as I started to move it, the fish missed 
and turned 90 degrees with the tail coming out of the water to take the fly before it got away. I pulled the fly again 
and the fish struck a second time as the fly went air born.  The fish rose to intercept the fly in the air, but missed it!  
A nearby flyfisher exclaimed it must have weighed four to five pounds.   
  
Mid-afternoon Friday there was a rainstorm (lightning, thunder, heavy rain).  Apparently everyone knew to get off 
the water during lightning but it took some tubers almost the duration of the storm to return to their launch point -- 
they didn’t have enough sense to get out at the nearest shore. Fortunately, no one was struck by lightning although 
one lightning bolt hit near by -- so near that the lightning and thunder occurred simultaneously, and we felt the air 
become electrically charged.  The rain storm lasted about an hour, and concluded with a spectacular rainbow of 
deep purples, reds, greens and yellows.  
 
The evening fishing was better than the morning.  Possibly the cooling of the water, or change in barometric 
pressure, or the fish forgot about the previous nights full moon and didn’t eat their fill of scuds, caddis or mayflies.  
Whatever the reason, those people who had not left were rewarded with some beautiful fish, many over 20+ inches. 
  
The next day, with a previous warm evening, the fishing was very sporadic and the catches were down 
substantially.  It turned out that the 1st day average per angler was 2 fish, the 2nd day was 0.8 fish per angler and 
the 3rd day was 0.5 fish per angler.  With cooler weather the fishing success would increase and the sizes would be 
larger.  
  
We’re looking forward to joining the club when it goes there September 15th.  
 
Dennis Larson reports on his trip into the Emigrant Wilderness Area and also on the “Double Haul in the Fall” at 
Crowley. 
 
Long time friend and colleague Don Martin, AFF member Ron Calvert and I took a four day Horse pack trip out of 
Kennedy Meadows Pack Station up into the Emigrant Wilderness Area. Don and I had backpacked out of Leavitt 
Lake, some 20 years ago to this area which includes Huckleberry Lake, Black Bear Lake, Cow Meadows Lakes, 
Emigrant, Middle Emigrant, Emigrant Meadows and High Emigrant Lakes. About 60 miles east of Sonora, the 
Kennedy Meadows Pack Station is at about 6500 feet.  Leaving the pack station about 7:30 a.m.,  we climbed in 
elevation above Relief Reservoir and entered the Emigrant Wilderness Area. The ride to Emigrant Lake took us 
until 2 p.m.  Emigrant Lake is at 8800 feet.  The 13 mile ride took its affects and the first day we just set up camp 
and relaxed, sitting down to a filet mignon steak, vegetable salad, corn on the cob and wine for dinner.  
 
The next morning, we scurried to have a quick breakfast and get out on the lake in our float tubes. Emigrant Lake is 
about a mile and a half long and up to a quarter mile wide.. Both Ron and I fly fished and caught rainbow up to 18" 
and Brookies up to 15". Since it was the start of fall season, they were starting to fatten up. Don caught one fish 
using spinners. That evening we ate his rainbow and a rainbow and Brook trout that I had caught. With Ms. Dash, a 
fish batter, and lemon dill they were great! The next day, Monday, we took our packs, filled with lunch, fishing 
gear (inflated float tubes, fins, waders and all) and hiked 3.5 miles up to Emigrant Meadows Lake (Elev. 
9350).Fishing here above the timber line was good. Rainbows to 17 inches. After lunch Ron and I hiked cross 
country to Mosquito Lake. About a 2 hour hike, we picked our way up over a 9800 foot ridge. We then worked our 
way down to the lake. While I didn't get a strike while float tubing, Ron did manage to catch 3 rainbows casting 
from shore. The biggest was a fat, 19" rainbow. After about an hour we descended the mountain on the west side, 
found our horse trail we had taken in and return to camp at Emigrant Lake. On Tuesday, Cody, our pack guide, 
arrived and told us of the terrorists use of airliners to knock out the Twin Towers of the International Trade Center 
and the Pentagon.  Short on information and long on speculation, much of our talk on the way out was of the 
terrorist attacks. 
 
All in all, a great trip, good food, good weather, gorgeous, clear starlit nights, good company and great fishing. The 
morning we left, the three of us decided we are going to do it again next year. We agreed we would use Leavittt 
Meadows pack station and would ride into the Dorothy Pass Area. Dorothy Pass is on the NE boundary of 
Yosemite Park and consists of a number of Lakes (Harriet, Cora, Stella, Ruth, and Bonnie as well as Dorothy Lake) 



 

that hold Brooks and Rainbows much the same size as we took on our trip to the Emigrant Wilderness Area. Any 
takers?  
 
"Double Haul in the Fall" fly fishing tournament at Crowley Lake.  
AFF President Bill DeWalt and myself went to Crowley Lake on Friday, September 21. We fished on Friday to 
hopefully find out where the fish were located and what fly they might be taking. Fishing only in the morning until 
the south wind came up, I didn't get one strike and Bill landed one fish. In the afternoon we went into Mammoth 
Lakes in hopes of checking in (not until 5 p.m.) and visited The Trout Fly, a local fly fishing shop. Here we asked 
questions and bought flies, mostly midge patterns in sizes 18 and 20's. Midging under an indicator has become THE 
METHOD of catching big Rainbows and Browns at Crowley Lake, especially the past 6 weeks. After lunch at Carl 
Jr’s we went and checked in at the Mono Sierra Lodge and waited for our other 2 fellow fly fishers to arrive. Dave 
Millhollins uncle, Larry Fankhouser and Larry's teaching colleague are members of the Kern River Fly Fishing 
Club. That evening we went to the Sign In Session and enjoyed a clinic put on by The Trout Fly on midging.  
That evening we decided to fish where we had fished last year. On the east side of Crowley Lake near the north 
end. Saturday morning Larry caught a beaufiful 17" Rainbow that was one inch short of qualifying. Bill also caught 
one fish, but under the 18" requirement.  Switching from an olive Matuka to a Hornberg, I landed an 18" and a 19" 
rainbow and was now "on the board." Just couldn't land that third fish, which would assuredly put me in the top ten. 
The wind came up from the south about 11 a.m. and it was such a gale, causing white caps, that they ended the 
tournament about 12:30 p.m.  At a late lunch at the Award Ceremony at Canyon Lodge in Mammoth Lakes, I found 
out that I had missed out on a 3 way tie for 9-10 place by 2 points. Ninth and tenth place had caught 2 fish 
measuring 19", good for 40 points and my 2 fish totaled only 38 points. But, it was the closest I have ever come to 
getting into the top ten. How difficult was it to catch a 18"inch keeper? There were about 390 total entries. There 
were 70 entries that caught a total of 105 fish, this was down from last year. The winning entry caught 6 fish, the 
largest being a 22" German Brown. He was also awarded prizes for the largest fish (a 3 way tie broken by the total 
amount of fish caught) and he and his partner, who finished second with 5 "board" fish, finished first in the team 
competition. They, too, were stripping flies at Magee Bay. Most of the winners stripped flies and the Midge 
indicator fisherman didn't do as well.  
 
The next day the four of us went out to Bart's Bluff, on the west side of upper Crowley Lake with the intention of 
having our own Midge Indicator Fishing Clinic. That didn't last very long for me. But, when I went out into the 
weedy area of the lake, about 4-5 feet of water, I did pick up a 20" German Brown on a purple and black wooly 
bugger. Each of us caught at least one fish that day and John caught two. Again, when the wind came up about 
noon, we called it a day.   
 
All in all a great time. Fishing was difficult, but it wasn't for lack of effort. As one of the locals that we talked to on 
Sunday said, "fishing the past couple of months has been fantastic, but it seems to have tapered off this past week." 
Awe, there it is again! You should have been here last week!  

 
The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following 

sponsors and encourage you to think of them when considering your fly fishing needs.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-3474 

www.theflyshop.com 

 

Crystal Springs Flyfishing 
2233 Grand Canal Blvd. 

Stockton, CA  95207 
888/954-2507 

csff@softcom.net 

 

Teton Fly Reels Inc. 
924 Church Hill Road 

San Andreas, CA 95249 
209/754-4709    800/831-0855 

Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

Rivers End Guide Service 
Bill Adelman  

P.O. Box 1094,  Richmond, CA 94802 
510/ 232-9991 

Salmon, shad, strippers 
 steelhead, bass, trout 

 


