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**  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share 
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the 
conservation of fisheries. 

 
 

**** CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

Monthly Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
in Room S-7 at Amador High School.  About the middle of the east side of the building. 

 
 
The next meeting of the AFF is on Tuesday October 8.  Fly tying will start at 5:30:  The session will be on tying the 
zebra midge. This requires a 22-14 wet hook, thread (bl/wh), and krystal flash (some type of a tiny bead can help). Bill will supply 
the necessary materials. The last casting session of 2002 will meet from 6: 00 until 7: 00.  
 
Entitled “How Did You Spend Your Summer Vacation?” , the program, organized by Bruce Rollans, will feature the 
slides, video and pictures of club, and club member, activities for 2002.   
 
 

 
2002 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 

 
Annual individual dues are $20.00, $10.00 for a spouse, $30 for families, and $8.00 for students.  Because we are in the 
last quarter of the year, dues for the remainder of 2002 are currently reduced by 75% to $5 for individual membership, 
$2.50 for spouse etc.  New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2002 dues.   Additional patches  
can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers. 

 
You may mail dues to: 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Our September 10 meeting featured Robert Lockhart, Jr.’s presentation on the 
Lake Amador Hatchery.  My last visit to his facility was four years ago and I 
was surprised at the amount of expansion and modernization that has taken 
place.  AFF members seem eager to picture themselves with those big, active 
trout, so I thought we should have an outing to Lake Amador.  Dennis and I 
will host an outing on Saturday, October 26.  We will be providing details at 
the October 8 meeting regarding the meeting spot, tackle, and food. I am also 
planning a follow-up at Lake Amador on November 30. 
 
Many of your current AFF Board of Directors have served for a number of 
years.  Some of us have served six consecutive years.  I will remain on the 
board as Past-President, Bruce will remain the Treasurer.  Larry will continue 
his dual role in the Secretary/Newsletter position. All of the other officer slots 
are now vacant for 2003.  We need membership cooperation and participation 
to man the Board of Directors.  The back of each newsletter lists all of the 
board positions.  Please review the list with a positive outlook toward helping 
fill the empty slots. Call or email me prior to the next meeting (October 8) 
to let me your willingness to serve on the 2003 Board of Directors.  The 

AFF meetings, including fly tying, casting, programs, social and outings, can continue only with a new slate of 
officers for the Board of Directors.  
 
I’ll see you October 8.  Hope to HEAR  from you before.   
 
Bill 
 

***  CALENDAR  *** 
 
Tuesday, October 8:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 5:30 we have the fly tying class and  “Casting on 
the Lawn” at 6:00.  The general meeting, starts at 7:p.m. Program is slides, pictures, and videos, “How did you 
spend your Summer Vacation”? 
 
Friday – Sunday, October 11-13:   NCCFFF CONCLAVE “2002” at North Tahoe Conference Center, Kings 
Beach.  Contact Tom Smith at 1040 El Rancho Dr. Sparks NV 89431, or call 775-685-2383, or email 
edsontiger@aol.com.  Information is also available at nccfff.org.  
 
Tuesday, October 15:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. at the Round Table Pizza in Martel.  All interested members 
are welcome to participate. 
 
Saturday, October 29:  AFF outing at Lake Amador  
 
Tuesday, November 10: Monthly AFF meeting.  Program is Richard Hunt.  See the note on Richard’s presentation 
in  the General Information section below. 
 
Tuesday, November 17:  Monthly director’s meeting 
 
Sunday, December 8:  AFF dinner at Teresa’s. 
 

 
***General Club Information *** 

 
Selection of the slate of AFF Board members for 2003:  Establishment of the slate of Directors that will stand for 
election is to take place at the October meeting.  This year’s election is  pivotal for the Amador FlyFishers.   Many 
of the “old timers” on the current Board have served for a significant number of years.  Other long time members, 
not currently in office, have also had extended tours of service.  It is time for newer members to take a leadership 
role.  If you have not taken a “turn in the barrel” please consider making yourself available.  Let Bill DeWalt know 



 

that you would be willing to be a Board member in 2003.  The Board positions might all have different titles, but 
your editor can assure you that the Board discusses and acts as a body.  No member is isolated or asked to function 
alone without advice and help.  Please don’t let a feeling that you lack club or fly fishing experience keep you from 
becoming involved. 
 
Richard Hunt called you editor from his Shangri-La in Idaho to say that he would be discussing the art of making 
bamboo rods at the November meeting.   He wants to get the word out that if anyone has a bamboo rod, even a old 
relic of unknown history, they should bring it to the meeting and he will do an evaluation and appraisal, and 
perhaps even discuss a bit about the construction and lineage of the rod.  So, if you have such a rod or two, or know 
someone who does, bring it (them) to the November 12th meeting.  He also mentioned that, if time permitted, he 
would discuss his favorite fishing spots near his Idaho residence.  I’m positive we will find the time for that portion 
of the presentation as well.   
 
Fly tying .  The new equipment is here and attendance is down.  We have three new tying stations.  You don’t have 
to bring equipment to tie, but the tying stations sit idle.  The tying class is an ongoing activity right through the fall 
and winter, so plan on taking advantage of this opportunity to learn to tie.  If you already tie, use the opportunity to 
perhaps learn some new fly patterns or tying techniques.  It has occurred to your editor that perhaps fewer people 
are tying because of the pace necessary to complete a tie in a single class period.  Bill will be happy to slow the 
lesson down and use more than one session to complete the tying of a fly if the class wishes.  Maybe the more 
proficient class members would be willing to adjust to a slower pace during the winter classes.  Bill found out at 
Crowley Lake that great looking flies, tied on light wire hooks, both catch and release (prematurely) some really 
nice fish.  He now recommends heavy wire hooks. 
 
Casting on the Lawn:  With the return to PST at the end of October, this is it for 2002.  Last chance to exchange 
ideas and get help for that hitch in your casting stroke. 
 
AFF Historian:   At the last meeting Sam showed the  first edition of  Fly Fishing of the West March/April 1978.  
There was an article on a famous fly tier named Ned Gray whose shop Sam used to frequent when Sam was a 
young man.  Remember, contact Sam with any AFF anecdotes, questions or club or personal fishing history. 

 
***MEETINGS*** 

 
September Meeting:  A small but faithful group of fly tiers met at 5:30 to tie the snail pattern.  Ditto for the 
casting at 6:00.  I saw only three rods unlimbered and one of the rods was being showcased by Bruce in an effort to 
sell it.     
 
Old and New Business:  
Speaking of Bruce; in his role as Treasurer, he presented the monthly report on the club’s financial status.  In a 
nutshell, we are in very good shape for this late in the year..  The report, updated to the end of September is 
presented below.    
 
Starting balance:     $1,496.50 
Income:  (at September meeting)   20.00  (new member) 
                      60.00. (raffle) 
Expenses:            133.06  (newsletter printing and postage) 
 
Balance (as of 9/25)    $1,443.44.  
 
NCCFFF:  Club representative Joe Bania presented a number of good reasons for attending the Federation 
Conclave 2002 (see calendar).  Large numbers of vendors with new equipment attend.  There are demonstrations by 
well known fly tiers, and interesting seminars. There is a lot to see, do, and learn.   
 
Bill discussed the upcoming election of members to the AFF Board.  He requested that club members who have yet 
to serve on the Board “consider accepting a role.” 
 



 

Fishing report:  Sam Cooper reported that he and his step-son fished for albacore out of Santa Cruz.  On a day when 
the sea was provided a rough ride, Sam ‘s step-son caught the largest jackpot fish. And Sam caught the second 
largest fish of the day trolling, a 35 pounder.  The trip was sponsored by the Western Outdoor News and Sam and 
his son’s success was featured in a subsequent edition.  
 
Program:  “We didn’t know we would grow better fish.  We did it because it was too costly and risky to buy fish.”  

 
Although Robert Lockhart Jr. co-owner of Lake Amador and the 
Lake Amador Fish Hatchery made this statement in response to a 
question at the end of his presentation, it was a theme thread ran 
through his presentation from start to finish.  It was obvious during 
his talk that almost everything they have accomplished at Lake 
Amador has been of accomplished by the attitude that there has to be 
a better and more cost effective way to accomplish the task.  In this 
case the result was the establishing of a premium class hatchery and 
fishery.  
  
I don’t suppose many members are in the same situation as your 
editor in regards to Robert Lockhart Jr. and the Amador Lake 
Hatchery, but I had never heard of it.  But then again, maybe you 
were.  Only three people raised their hands when Robert asked how 
many of us had fished Lake Amador.  It was quite a surprise to find 
out that right on our doorstep is one of the finest fisheries in the 
foothills of the Sierra, perhaps, arguably, in all of California.   I 
didn’t reach that realization just from the presentation to AFF.  I did 
some background research on the “net” and found glowing 

evaluations of both the hatchery and the lake.  Tim Goode of California Game and Fish magazine in a long and 
detailed article says  “this small northern California lake has no rival when it comes to trophy fish.”   In discussing 
the debate over the best fishing lake in Northern California, he states “Lake Amador, just outside the little town of 
Ione has been among the top trout and bass lakes in the state, and with the unprecedented success of its fish-rearing 
operation, it too is moving quickly toward the top of the list.”  Tim Turner on the ESPN Outdoors web page says 
“This minuscule body of water receives more fish in a single season than the entire state of Oregon stocks all year.-
---- Trout in this lake are of the cardiac cuttbow persuasion, and strikes can send your blood pressure soaring and 
make your ticker skip a beat or two.”  The American Fly Fishing Co. has a detailed description on their web page 
on how to fly fish Amador Lake.  Where has your editor been?  I am very pleased to see that Bill and Dennis are 
leading an outing to Lake Amador on October 26, and Bill again on November 30.. 
 
Robert Lockhart Jr. has obviously been spreading the gospel of Lake Amador, the hatchery and the cuttbows a great 
deal, and he his presentation is both entertaining and an eye opener. The Lockharts have owned the lake since 1973; 
the big push toward establishing the hatchery and trophy fish was initiated in the early 90s and is still evolving.   
 
While they didn’t initially plan on raising their own fish, when the decision was made, they researched the state of 
hatchery technology worldwide, and set out to build a “better mousetrap”.  Operating on a limited budget, but 
benefiting from their ingenuity and design and construction skills, Robert, his father, and brother have created and 
established a hatchery and fishery renown for the size and quality of its fish.  The cuttbow, a cross between a 
rainbow, cutthroat and steelhead is the showcase fish.  The initial eggs for the cuttbow were purchased from 
Sweden where the fish was developed, but now it is the Lake Amador hatchery that is the prime source of cuttbow 
eggs and fish.  
 
There simply isn’t room to discuss the development and construction chronology of the hatchery or go in to all the 
facets of fish raising that mark the innovation and success of this operation.  Some salient points are the use of 
liquid oxygen injected into the water delivered under pressure to the fish pens.  This super saturates the tank water 
with oxygen, which in turn, increases the carrying capacity of the tanks, and allows increased feeding of premium 
palletized herring meal from New Zealand.  The fish also grow in water where the current is ten times faster than at 
conventional hatcheries.  The result is healthier, stronger, faster growing fish. 



 

 
A series of slides and a video showed the hatchery in detail and provided us with a good picture of the spawning 
process that produces the cuttbows. 
 
There are some exciting plans at Lake Amador.  They are looking into introducing a new strain of Atlantic salmon 
that does its complete life cycle in fresh water.  This fish has the potential to grow to 30 pounds during its five-year 
life span.  At that point it spawns and dies, but hey folks, this will be a terrific fish at age three or four.  The 
spawning cycle can be suppressed.  This obviously increases the life span, but the fish is significantly smaller. 
 
There was so much more: problems with permits, expansion to Pyramid Lake, the establishment of floating ponds 
in the lake.  We just don’t have the space.   A great program about a great local asset that immediately resulted in 
two future AFF outings. 
 
Robert said the best time to fly fish Lake Amador is in November, December, and January after the water surface 
temperature falls below 70 degrees and the fish move to the surface.  One web reference I saw said olive and 
orange woolly-buggers, Prince Nymphs, olive Bunny Leeches and Red Riders work well at Amador.  You use a 
slow sinking line near the shore and a fast sinking line in deeper water.     
 
October Board Meeting:  For the third meeting in a row there wasn’t a quorum.  No official business could be 
transacted, so Bill, Dennis and John discussed general issues and planned the Lake Amador outing for October 26. 
 
Special Reports:  We have two articles this month.  The first is a fishing report by Bruce Rollans.  Bruce and 
Sallye really got around this summer, and this stop was in Southwest Alaska.  The second article is on indicator 
fishing by Dennis Larson.  Your editor used this technique at the Crowley Lake during the  “Double Haul in the 
Fall” with good success.    
 

THE CORNER OF NUSHAGAK AND TIKCHIK 
By Bruce Rollans 

 
Sallye and I began planning this trip last January, 
looking for destinations and specific fisheries.  We 
had fished Alaska in 1984, but in the Southeast and 
wanted a different area this trip.  First, we were 
looking for less rainfall (Southeast Alaska had an 
average rainfall of 133 inches when we were there) 
and we wanted more trout. 
 
We settled on Robert Nelson’s Wildstreams Alaska 
package in Southwest Alaska.  The Nushagak 
Basin near the mouth of the Tikchik River.  Our 
flights took us from Sacramento to Seattle, 
Anchorage, and finally to Dillingham.  After 
overnighting at a B&B, we took a floatplane into 
the Nushagak.  We had to land about a half-hour 
boat ride down steam from our intended destination 
due to low water. 
 
Our arrival day was a great one of warm sunshine and low insect populations.  This did not last.  We had rain, fog, 
wind and insects galore until our departure day, 8 days later. 
 
We did fish the day of our arrival and enjoyed catching rainbows to 19 inches (Sallye) and lots of Grayling (Bruce).  
We later landed some very big silver salmon, both male and female, at the mouth of the Tikchik.  Some of the 
salmon were still a bright chrome color, and still had sea lice. 
 

Bruce and Sallye rough it in Alaska.  Sure looks tough. 



 

Over the course of the week we caught very fat Rainbows to 22 inches using purple egg sucking leaches and flesh 
flies.  Folks, these were big, deep bodied fish that were both very colorful and hard to land. 
 
We also caught dolly varden.  The males, with the typical hooked jaw, were in the three-pound range.  The dolly 
varden were always directly behind the sockeye salmon that were trying to lay eggs.  Consequently, we also landed 
occasional sockeye. 
 
This was also a wildlife excursion.  We photographed both immature and mature Bald Eagles, Osprey, Porcupine, 
Beaver, Caribou and Moose.  We stepped on a lot of fresh Alaska Brown Bear tracks.  Our guide, Chris Compton, 
carried a Marlin caliber 45/70.  Fortunately, he never had to use it.  We had the opportunity to walk the tundra, and 
even enjoyed picking and eating wild blueberries. In all, an interesting experience. 
 

 
 

Indicator Fishing in Still Waters  
By Dennis Larson 

I had first heard of indicator fishing with a fly rod on still waters while fishing at Knott Creek Reservoir in north 
western Nevada in the summer of 1996. Fishing partner, Dave Millhollin, ran across an old time fly fisher who was 
having 50 plus fishing days fishing two flies under a "corkie." But it wasn’t until these past three years, 200-2002, 
that fishing nymphs under an indicator really caught my attention. 
 
It was down at Crowley Lake, near Mammoths Lakes, that a couple of local fly fishing guides, studied, refined and 
introduced indicator fly fishing to the masses of fly fishers that migrate to Crowley Lake to fish its "second season." 
The second season begins August 1 of each year and ends on November 15. During this time period Crowley Lake 
has a restriction of single barbless hooks and a fish limit of 2 fish which must be 18 inches or over. Traditionally, 
for much of August and early September of the second season, fly fishers stripped streamers, Matukas, Hornbergs, 
Prince Nymphs, and “local favorites”.  Fly fisherman who strip sought out the pockets of weed beds for the 
opportunity to find large Rainbows and Browns chasing Sacramento Perch fry. This activity could take place 
anytime from the middle of August to late September or even early October. 
 
However, with the introduction of the indicator fishing, fly fishers could now fish the "Midge."  Crowley Lake is 
literally loaded with midges, some as small as an eighth of an inch in size and some as large as a half inch. 
Sometimes they are so thick when you park your car on the alkaline shoreline or near the surrounding sagebrush 
lands, you can hardly breath without getting a midge or two into your mouth.  After a weekend of fishing at 
Crowley Lake, I often brought a carload of midges home. These small critters are the primary fish diet in the 
summer and early fall.  But, until three years ago, the midge or diptera (true flies) were used as stripper flies, tossed 
to lie on the lake floor, or fished as a dry fly.  Also known as Chironomids, midge flies are tied as the Frostbite 
Midge, Disco Midge, Blood Midge, Brassie, Zebra Midge, and Mercer’s Midgeling, just to name a few. 
 
With the introduction of indicator fly fishing with midge nymphs, the mode of transportation on Crowley Lake 
changed.  For as long as I have been fishing the lake, about 14 years, the "second season" was characterized by  
"belly boats" or float tubes that replace the trolling boats and lure and bait fisherman of the "first season."   On any 
given weekend McGee Bay, North Landing, Layton Springs, or Green Banks could look like a bowl of Cherrios.   
With the introduction of indicator fishing, the boat has come back into prominence. No longer do you need to be on 
the move stripping in your float tube.  The boat also gives the fly fisher the advantage of moving between each of 
the above mentioned areas of the lake in search of midging fish. 
 

Indicator Fly Fishing Technique for Still  
waters 

 
Indicator fly fishing requires a weight forward or double tapered floating line. I prefer the weight forward because I use it in 
other still water fishing situations as well. The leader needs to be 9-12 feet in length as you may be fishing waters that are 
anywhere from 4 to 10 feet in depth.  The point being that your leader should be longer than the depth of the waters you are 
fishing.  I prefer fishing with a knotless leader because I feel the line turns over better when casting, and causes fewer wind 
knots and “bird’s nests.”  Assume, for example, we are fishing in eight feet of water.  We will use a leader of approximately 10 
feet. On the bottom of our leader we are going to tie on two midge flies. Our leader will consist of two sections. The first 



 

section is 8 ½ feet in length.  At the end of that first section we tie on a section of tippet material that is1 ½ feet in length.  To 
connect the two sections of leader/tippet I use a Double Surgeon’s knot.  You might want to use a Blood Knot.  I also leave a 
portion of the first section of leader to tie on my dropper fly. Some indicator fly fishers tie the dropper fly to the end of the first 
section of leader and then tie the second section of tippet to the bend of the hook of the first fly. While your dropper fly may 
have less "action" you may also find yourself having less "bird nests."  After clipping the tag end of the tippet material in the 
Double Surgeon’s knot, I tie another midge fly on the end of my tippet. About half way between the two midge flies I attach a 
split shot for weight. The size of the split shot is BB. Some indicator fly fishers put the split shot about eight inches above both 
flies.  I am thinking about placing the split at the very end, below both flies.  
 
Now that you are ready to attach the indicator, it is time to determine the depth of the lake. It is our goal have the 
bottom fly be suspended about 6 inches off the bottom of the lake. To determine where to attach your indicator, 
attach a set of hemostats to the bottom fly, put the leader into the water and let it sink to the bottom. When the 
hemostats hit the lake bottom and your leader becomes no longer taut, note or grab the line where it enters the 
water, place the indicator 6 inches below that point.  There are a lot of indicators on the market today, but for ease 
of placement on the leader, I find that the yellow or red Tipper indicators work best. They attach easily and do not 
require any toothpicks or need  a half hitch in your leader.  They do not require the use of dry fly floatant or the 
combing out of a poly cloth indicator. They are easy to adjust and are quite visible in the water.  The only problem I 
have had is that sometimes they come off during the back cast! 
 
There you have it! With line in the water, your bottom fly 6 inches of the lake floor, you sit and wait for a big 
rainbow or brown to come along and strike one of the flies.  About 80 percent of the time the bottom fly is the fly 
of choice.  Casting for distance is not a major factor. The roll cast is the cast most often used by the guides at 
Crowley Lake. In fact, often fish are taken right up next to your boat or float tube. 
 
For some people indicator fly fishing on still waters is not fly fishing.  Some lack the patience. For the still water 
fisher who enjoys stripping or trolling, Indicator fly fishing can be a real bore. But, if it’s a good day of fly fishing 
with a great fish count that you are looking for, give it a try.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following sponsors and 
encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

 
 
Board of Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-

3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 

ADD ART Framing & 
Gallery 
20 Main 

Jackson, CA 95642 
209/223-3339 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

 

American Fly Fishing 
Co. 

3523 Fair Oaks Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95864 

      916-483-1222 

 

Tuxedo Custom Rods� �
P.O. Box 1167 

Stockton, CA 95201 
(209) 464-6133,  948-6500 

FAX: (209) 948-6757 
 

 

 
Teton Fly Reels Inc. 

924 Church Hill Road 
San Andreas, CA 95249 

209/754-4709  800/831-0855 
Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Rd. 
Redding, CA 96022 

1-800-669-3474 



 

 
 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640  bigrockranch@volcano.net    
Vice President: Jeff Kelley (209) 295-3434  jkelley@cdepot.net 
Secretary: Sallye Rollans (209) 274-0448  baetis@jps.net   
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448  baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335  densandi@amafrog.com  
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Member Rep. Dave Friend (209) 274-6167  dafriend@cdepot.net 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765  llshaw@attbi.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
  
   

   
NEXT MEETING IS ON OCTOBER 8 

THE PROGRAM, LEAD BY BRUCE ROLLANS, IS “WHAT DID YO U 
DO ON YOUR SUMMER VACATION?”  SLIDES, VIDEOS, AND 

PICTURES OF MEMBER ACTIVITIES THIS PAST YEAR.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 
 


