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** Statement of Purpose **
The purpose of this organization is to foster and protheteport of angling with artificial flies; to teaand share
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organizelead outings; and to promote and support the
conservation of fisheries.

¥ Announcements****

The AFF meets the third Tuesday of the month in roomAgdnaut High School. Argonaut High is located at the
corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffman in Jackson. You turidafy 88 onto Argonat Lane at the top of the hill in
Martell, and go south to the end of the street. Room @éeb®ithe front parking lot area.

The next general meeting is Tuesday May 18: The fly tylmgsowill meet at 5:30 p.m. No word yet on what we bl
tying. Itis bound to be interesting and educational. SCisiendees can also work on and get help on other pattatns
interest them. Attending the class can pay off. Youioedaught a nice bass at Ken Bush’'s pond using a Gletn Stil
designed wollybugger that | learned to tie at the April clA¥s. now have daylight at 6: pm. You might consider
bringing your rod for some casting practice.

General meeting starts at 7:00. The program will be predday Al Smatsky, and is entitled "Shad on the Fijjtie
presentation, accompanied by slides, will cover all aspédlg fishing for shad, "the poor man's tarpon”. More
information on Al Smatsky in “General Club Information”.

Editor's announcement: Please note that next month’s newsletter will be for 2 July. This will also be the case
in September with a September-October newsletters i$mecessary because of travel and vacation commitments
There will be supplemental meeting announcements to fllrithe missing monthly newsletters.

*** 2004 MEMBERSHIP DUES ***

The annual dues are as follows: Individual adult $25, le$di0, and student $8. AFF memberships are for the calendar
year, and the cost of a first time membership is basdtie quarter system. Therefore, for the second quaetsr,
memberships for 2004 are $19, $30, and $6. This does not appheteats.

New members, be sure to ask for a ghalbch when you pay your 2004 dues. Additional patches can be geoidham
Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each. Make checks, for dues anbgsatpayable tAmador Flyfishers.
You may mail dues to:
AMADOR FLYFISHERS
350 BRIERWOOD WAY
IONE, CA 95640




President’'s Message:

Greetings, it was great to see our members at KerhBusond fishing for

Bass and Panfish. It turned out to be a great dag@ame good top-water action.
Dennis, Ron and myself had a great weekend up at DavisNMlakd st and 2nd.
Very nice large fish, 15 to 22 inchs, hard fighting bdaltainbows. | look
forward to other club outings with more members gettingaodthaving some fun.

| am fortunate to have found an organization to sharenterest and hobby
with. I've made some good friends that have a passioryfosiing as much
as | do.

| really enjoy being involved in club activities, sharingldearning all
the time about techniques, strategies, fish behawotyifig and great
destinations.

May is looking to be a great month for fishing and for agneeeting.
See you all there.

Rich

Meeting and General Activity Calendar

Tuesday, May 11:AFF Board meetingt 6:30p.m. Perko’s Cafe in Martel. All interested meralare encouraged to
attend.

Tuesday, May 18: Next meeting of Amador Flyfishers. Fly tying class @05:

***General Club Information ***
Our May speaker Al Smatsky is a licensed guide who hasdrganizing and leading fly fishing trips though out
Northern California, Oregon and Mexico for the past 20g/e& his business, Excellent Adventures. He recentbpste
down as Program Chairman for Delta Fly Fishers aftemynyears of quality programs. Al also works with ThelRy
Shop in Lodi, conducting clinics for shad and steelheafisthing as well as teaching river safety. Al reglylguides
float trips on the American and Yuba Rivers for shedormation provided by Bruce Rollans

The April 17 clean up effort at Greenstone Pond can be bestiiebas an AFF happening. The four hour effort
produced an abundance of smelly, sllmy plant growth litinegshore, a couple of dunkings, with numerous near misses
i = Creative adjustments to weed removal techniques. All this

sl

.. conducted with surprisingly good humor. However, in spite of
all the effort and the large amount of weeds removed fham
| water, a realistic evaluation of the problem seems taaneli
“heavier artillery” is needed to make a real dent in thedse
| We did significantly improve access and egress to therpaiit
couldn’t do much about the huge groups of weeds out in the
main body of the pond. In spite of the obvious limitatianghe
area we could attack, you can see from the followingipest
that the effort by AFF members, in the areas we cact@ss,
= was very successful.

~_ At left: Randy Baxter, Rich Owings double team a stubborn
=~ weed patch.




Ken Handy (left) and
Don Mittlestaedt

(right) and Glenn Stiltz
attack the patch. Frank
Cunha, and Bruce and
Sallye Rollans can also
be seen in the
background in the right
hand picture.

The weeds really started coming
the front of Frank Cunha’s
“Cha” Muldowney Rollans at the
anchors well out into the pond
clumps of weeds up on shore.

At right: “Cha” “Cha”
waits for the signal to
put the pedal to the
metal.

Also doing their bit
but not pictured were
Bill DeWalt, Jerry
Cassesi, and James
Yep.

out when we roped two anchors to
Wrangler and with Sallye “Cha”
wheel, and Frank tossing the
(below left), we pulled huge

Thanks to everyone for their effort. After the work weaer, four of us, Ken, Rich, Don and your editor took athge
of the cleared entry and gave the fish a try. DonRinl did very well. Don went back a couple of weeks ag®h found
the fishing excellent. He caught a number of nice bagblae gill on a yellow popper. However, he reports the weeds

are really getting bad out in the middle of the pond.
Fly Club Outings Calendar
No changes to the calendar, but
please note in the report on the last
meeting, suggestions for May and
early June.

As noted in the President’'s message,
the outing at Ken Bush’s Pond was
quite successful. A full days fishing
didn’t produce too many fish for
everyone, but Joe Bania did very
well and Rich Owings had a
productive day as well. Bill DeWalt,
Sam Cooper, Don Mittelstaedt and



your editor didn’t do quite as well, but enjoyed great weathar
beautiful setting. Thanks to Ken Bush for hosting ARen said the
fishing keeps improving through May into early June, but then
weed growth becomes a problem. Ken invited membersrtact
him this month or even into June to arrange pond visitedgecially
mentioned weekdays as a preferred time. Contact BrutanRdor
Ken’s phone number. At left: Sam, Don, Rich, and Bithatstart of
an enjoyable day on the pond.

**MEETINGS***
April 20 General Meeting:

The fly tying class had the first actual class sessfon
the year. Glenn Stiltz taught and demonstrated the
tying of a weighted version of his two tone
“bumblebee” (greenish black chenille with yellow
strips) wollybugger. Your editor caught a nice bass at
Ken Bush’s Pond on the Saturday after the meeting
using one of the flies I tied in class. Must have been a
combination of a dumb fish and a good design.
Certainly wasn't the quality of the tie.

A warm welcome to new member Bill Hagar who
joined AFF at the April meeting.

Treasurer’s report, updated to end of April.

Starting Balance: $2182.57
Income:
Dues: 43.00
Raffle: 84.00
Expense:
Raffle: 162.58
Ending Balance: $2046.99

NC?F*. Joe Bania advertised the upcoming conclave in Redding and gondhedual membership in FFF.

Bill DeWalt reported that the Annual AFF Dinner woulelip the banquet room of the new Mel and Faye’s Restaarant
Jackson on Saturday Decembr Details of the menu is still being worked.

Frank Cunha, AFF representative on the Upper Mokelumne S¥aiiCouncil, discussed the finding of the New Zealand
snail in the Mokelumne. After discussion he proposedAR&t install warning signs, provided by DFG, at the rizem
cover any incidental expenses involved in the project. Thi®mpassed unanimously.

Fishing Reports and Outings: Dennis Larson discussecgigtavis Lake in May, and said he would lead an oufing i
anyone was interested. See special fishing reportsf@ow-up.



Bruce and Sallye Rollans reported good success fishing fperston the Sac on Tuesday the day of the meeting. It was
a long day for them. Up at 2:30, on the water at 5:30,dtd#yt catch a fish until after 10:00. Things perked up at th
point and Sallye landed five of seven she hooked, and Bruce ldwdedbf five.

Program: Our speaker was a return engagement by thesadnwtgrtaining and
interesting fishing guide Andy Guibord. His talk wasmded to be a slide
illustrated presentation covering all the aspects of fisfungtripers on moving
water. As he was about to start the bulb in the slide poojbétw. With no
replacement Andy was forced to present “picture-less”ilé¥lam sure we missed
some very nice pictures, | don't think we missed a singletfmoivisual impression
Andy wished to make. It was a fascinating talk. Andkstalith his whole body
and his verbal descriptions more than compensated fonifseng slides

Andy touched on the “when, where and how” of fishing for striperthe
American, Sac and Feather. In review we will empea&he how”.

The America River has big fish. The Sac has mote éiad the Feather has more
fish than the American and bigger fish than the Sadpesgtfishing is an “early
game”, and Andy usually conducts his guide sessions fram@o 1: pm.

Fishing for striper is work. It is constant cast tep-strip. You have to like to cast to fish succesgfidt stripers. The
fish don't hold but continually are on the move. However, thieyend to stay in a general area. You need to fish the
riffles, riffles are the “roadways”. If you are wadigigu concentrate on the bars and riffles you can reaca.béat you
concentrate more on the riffles. During low light the fistive into the shallows and then move into deeper water as the
sun gets higher. Fishing from a boat is preferred as itges\the opportunity to move with the fish.

Andy recommends a six to nine weight rod using an over-weigin@eight-nine). You need to get the fly down so you
use a sink tip with a running line. If wading, the running $heuld be a floater. Assuming that when wading you will

be fishing slower water, Andy recommends a 200 gram sink tgpal$d recommends using a shorter more easily handled
24 foot tip versus a 28-30 footer. In a boat you can uset@miediate sink, and, of course, exercise more options
regarding tip weight (up to 300 grams) and tip length. Therite fly is a # 1 or 2 clouser minnow. Andy likes his
“deceivers tied on a short shank hook. The long body on thelsbak gives lots of movement. On clear water, like the
American, use a long leader such as an 8-10 foot 17# flubkta On the murkier Sac you can get away with a five foo
leader. Always think of every fish as a 40 pounder and agrdmgly.

Presentation is vital and you must control how the tip sifk®per consideration must be given to the speed and depth of
the water to allow the fly to correctly sink. Adequdsek must be available for the fly to sink, but control mined to

allow tightening up on the fly. Stripers hit on the risehaffly. Fish down to 10 feet if the water isn’t too deep,dau
prepared to fish down to 20-25 feet if the current is deepedwy current you might end up fishing at five feet. Cast
upstream and provide lots of downstream slack.

A lot of time was spent on specific locations and datestimes for each, way too much detail for this netter. Andy
said to feel free to contact him at Kiene’s to get upldte advice.

We want to thank Andy for another of his informativenyviateresting and delightfully entertaining presentatioNs.
slides-no problem.

Board Meeting: No Report.

June: Randy Baxter, "Techniques for Indian Creek Reservoir"
July: George Cecchetti, Subject to be announced
August Tentatively: Lee Haskin on “Top Water actiondtipers on San Luis

Reservoir Forebay
September:  Nothing scheduled for the regular meetingydssible Saturday clinic on casting and fly tying by FFF.
Octaober: The membership, "What | did on my summeatian"
November:  Speaker will be Jack Parker, well known writ@neaod collector, fly fishing book collector, and friend of
Richard Hunt.



Special Fishing Reports:

AFF’s most intrepid fishing travelers, the Rollangemly visited Belize. We prevailed upon Bruce fdrigreport. His
title says something about humble pie. However, as you yeadwill see that they actually did better than the ti
indicates. Certainly relatively better than some ofpites in attendance.

Belize: A Recipe for Humble Pieby Bruce Rollans

It was a short 10-minute transfer from the Belize @itport to our home for the next 7 days—a 42-foot cabin cruiser
Our driver, Martin McCord, was captain and one of 2 guiddh@b6 ft. companion cruiser with 4 clients, among them
Delta guide, Mike Costello and Scott Representative nJaszano.

Our captain and guide, Charles Westby, and the cook/housekégjgeWestby (Charles’ wife) are natives of Belize.
They identify themselves as Creoles and speak a vary deopéish as well as the Creole language, which amoants t
greatly abbreviated English with parts of words dropped the remaining parts pushed together.

Our first anchorage was about 2 hours east of Belizeddithe leeside of some mangrove islands north of St. George
Keye. The fishing and meal routines were pretty much the sach day although Charles was always open to change as
long as the tides permitted. Coffee at 5 a.m. then otheflats by 5:45 a.m. We never had to travel more than 15
minutes to a fishing site.

We always checked the channel between a couple of key&arfoon. This was water about |6 ft. deep. We castifth
wt. Rio deep Sea Intermediate lines (400 grain). Tarpoa usually rolling (breaking the surface) all around us, but we
never saw them feeding. The 6 clients at this site hook@ammon the entire week.

We would then move south to the Tarpon & Permit flatshnand east of St. George Keye on the windward side about
1/8" of a mile inside the reef that runs south from Cancuexitb.

We poled these flats every morning but were confronted wibhstgnificant obstacles. Most of the fish we saw weaite
interested in feeding. They would often follow the fly ofew feet then turn away. The weather kept changingincaus
barometric pressure changes and winds up to 20 knots. Tdirgjeon a flats boat casting platform in 20-knot winds.
Pretty dicey. Back to the boat for breakfast at 9:3@h&m out to the Tarpon and Permit waters again umihwat 1:30
p.m. After a nap we were out after baby tarpon, snookaakdcrevalles. An hour before dark we went to the bshef
flats, casting to tailing fish until we could no longee slee light reflecting off their tail fins. It was thback to the
mother ship for drinks and dinner.

So how was the fishing? TERRIBLE! April and May are supdds be the dry season for Belize. Not this year. We
had rain and lots of wind. Water Clarity was bactmof the time because of the winds. | did bring a 50 Ipdrato

the boat on a 12 wt. WF12F line with a red tarpon flediti| had a 90 Ib. Tarpon follow my fly to the boat olyurn

and swim away. Sallye jumped a 70 Ib. Tarpon thatthhe fly. |1 had several Permit follow the fly a feveféhen

suddenly turn away. | briefly had a baby tarpon on thebfly the knot between 60 Ib. shock tippet and 18 Ib. class leader
gave way. | had a 20 Ib jack cravelle break the 18 Ibs tdasler. These horror stories could go on forever.

Commonly, while drifting across the flats for Tarpon,haéirpon rod in hand, we would see Permit. Next rruntie
same water, with Permit rod at the ready, we woe&lTsarpon everywhere.

I have caught bonefish at three other locations and nevet faved them so difficult as on the flats of Belize.4®&
cast quartering into the wind places the fly one foot intfod the tailing fish, but not close enough to appardrglgeen.
Cast again, placing the fly 9 inches from the bonefish, antediately the fish is spooked and gone.

This was a good trip for fishing as we saw a lot of gsedut not a good trip for catching. As it turned owas the
only one on the two boats to land a large Tarpon. Jasordidimae Permit the last day of fishing. Mike had one 12 Ib.
jack crevelle.



Dennis Larson always gets out on opening day. In recans ythis has been to Kirman Lake. Each year we prgvan
him to share opening day with us, and this he is doingndlysi year. A couple of following trips are thrown gweell.

The Start of Trout seasorby Dennis Larson

| fished Kirman Lake and Pyramid Lake with Dave Millholbn the weekend of the opener. Kirman was a bust as we
each caught only one brookie. The game warden for theaicethat DFG did not stock it due to budget restrai@aiv
very few fish but did see dead carcasses on the botttme tike. This is probably due to winter kill. Theseaistory

that it could be due to growing too fast. There arspawning sites and the fish react with over accelerateutigithat
supposedly brings on early death.

On Sunday we fished off ladders at the north nets at Ryiaaie. The result was much better. Dave Millhollaught a
total of 20 Lahaton Cutthroat between 15’ and 22’ while | caogte similar size fish. Dave caught most of his fisihgis
the indicator system, while | caught mine stripping stredhasron sinking shooting heads.

The first weekend in May Ron Calvert, Rich Owings afishHed Davis Lake. Not lots of activity. Rich cauglrethfish
each day between 17” and 22" and probably lost as many.&gictwo the first day, only fish he had on, and caught
three on Sunday. On Saturday | had six fish on analbsix! Four actually broke me off. Strong fish. |tRekt if |
fought to bring them in as fast as | could they would breeloff, and if | tried to tired them out, they seertedork the
hook out of their mouths. Sunday, | finally did managlna a 15’ rainbow, but lost another five. Strongest rainbow
trout that | have encountered in any lakes and jusiugghtas rainbows using the current in rivers such as the
Sacramento. We had a good time. Stayed in Ron’s thaeetent and ate at a Mexican Restaurant in Portola.

Fishing at Davis should get better as the fish are nowspasvning, and are starting to be more active inake. [One
problem is finding the fish. For those who might be going veel uiark hare’s ears (12-14), beadhead black prince nymph
(12), damsel nymph, chartreuse copper John (14-16), olive meéelr (10). We tried other patterns but these seemed to
be the most successful.

Fishing was tough. As Bill DeWalt always says “the fighwas easy but the catching was tough.”

AFF Members Sale Items:

This is a renewal of the “AFF for sale” section th&thad a couple of years ago, but which died for lacleaist The
Rollans have a few items to get the ball rolling.

. St. Croix Legend Ultra 908, 3 pc. Never used. New $350.s&Mifor $150.

2. SW Outfitters travel bag for fly tying materials aodls. New $100. Will sell for $40.

3. SW Ouitfitters fanny pack with 2 water bottles, compartts for fly boxes, tools, etc. New $99. Will sell $0.
4. Soft side rod travel bag. Will carry two 3 pc rod tuied misc. gear. New $95. Will sell for $45.
5
6

[EnN

. L.L. Bean wading boots with Aqua Stealth soles. Near r$35.
. Digital Thermometer. $4.

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the geerous support of the following sponsors and
encourage you to think of them when considering your shojppg needs.

Kiene's Fly Shop
2654 Marconi Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95821
916/486-9958
800/40000-fly

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Road
Redding, CA 96002
530/222-3555 800/669-
3474
www.theflvshop.cor

American Fly Fishing
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95864
916-483-1222
800-410-1222
www.americanfly.cor

Teton Fly Reels Inc.
924 Church Hill Road
San Andreas, CA 95249
209/754-4709 800/831-0854
Fax 209/ 754-4716

The Reel Fly Shop
720 S Cherokee Ln. #B
Lodi. CA 95240
209/365-7335

Adventures on the Fly
Keith Kaneko
4555 N. Pershing Ave.
Stockton, CA 95207
209-401-6370
khkaneko@yahoo.com

Cabbage Rose
Gifts
85 Main Street
Sutter Creek, CA 95685
209-267-5525




Board of Directors
President:

Vice President:
Treasurer:
Past-President:
Member Rep.

Member Rep.:
Newsletter:

Send newsletter input to
Larry L. Shaw

1015 Riesling Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Amador Flyfishers
1015 Riesling Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Rich Owings
Glenn Stiltx
Bruce Rollans
Bill DeWalt
Jerry Cassesi
vacant

Larry Shaw

(209) 223-2219
(209) 2967077
(209) 274-0448
(209) 274-4640
(209) 274-4386

(925) 846-0765

ROflytyer@aol.net
calleigh62000@yabimo.c
baetis@jps.net
bigrockranch@voloaho
lucydog@cdepot.net

lIshaw@comcast.net

NEXT MEETING IS MAY 18
PROGRAM IS AL SMATSKY ON “SHAD ON THE FLY"



