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**  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share 
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the 
conservation of fisheries. 

 

**** CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

The AFF meets the third Tuesday of the month in room 6 at Argonaut High School.  Argonaut High is located at 
the corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffman in Jackson.  You turn right off Hwy 88 at the top of the hill in Martell, 
and go south to the end of the street.  Room 6 borders the front parking lot area.  The Fly Tying Class meets at 5:30.  
Bill will bring materials to tie Jay Fair’s Shad White Minnow-Trolling Fly (details in “General Club Information).   
“Casting on the Lawn” starts at 6:00.  The layout at Argonaut is really set up well for both of these activities.  The 
meeting room is a tables and chairs arrangement, perfect for setting up tying equipment.  Just outside, there is a 
large open flat expanse of grass for casting.  If the area is unoccupied, it will be a great place to unlimber our fly 
rods.   
  
The program for this month “knots” by Bob Souza of the Delta Club.  Bob talked to AFF in July of 01 about stream 
fishing dry flies and it is a pleasure to have him back to show us how to keep flies, tippet and leader together as a 
unit. 
 

2003 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
Please Note:  If you have not renewed your AFF membership for 2003, you didn’t get this newsletter.  The annual 
dues for 2003 are as follows:  Individual adult $25, Family $40, and student $8 (this is unchanged).   Since AFF 
does quarterly reductions in new member dues (to stay on an annual renew schedule) new members can now sign 
up for 25% less for the rest of the year.  New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2003 
dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, for dues and 
patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers.  

 
You may mail dues to: 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Today is May 4 and looking out my window as I type, I’m not sure if it is really 
spring or actually late winter. Our club set up the Greenstone pond clean up for 
April 26 as an alternative to AFF members who do not travel into the high 
Sierra for that area’s trout opener.  As we all know Rich Owings is an avid fly 
tier, doing mostly trout patterns. He participated at Greenstone pond pulling 
weeds and cutting small wild trees. With that completed, he took a rest, and 
fished the pond from his tube. He told me that his larger bugs and buggers 
worked great on several large perch and almost a dozen bass. Rich really 
enjoyed his warm water fishing experience! 
 
Diversity is the name of the game folks. Several of our club members are 
learning Jay Fair’s trolling method with delightful success. I want to learn this 
technique to take advantage of the good trout we have in our county lakes that 
can be caught by trolling in colder weather months. Bass and other warm water 
fishing will perk up after out nighttime temperatures reach the 50s. Shad will 
start running up the American soon with the stripers following them. As I told 
you last year at this time, try some new places, new techniques, and just enjoy 

your fishing experiences. 
 
Stay safe, have fun, and remember, “Tight lines= Fish On!” 
 
Bill   
 

***  CALENDAR  *** 
 
Saturday, May 17:  AFF Outing at Greenstone Pond.  See details under “General Club Information”.  
 
Tuesday, May20:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  Fly tying class at 5:30.  Casting on the lawn at 6:00. The 
program will be Bob Souza from The Delta Club in Stockton, who will do a program entitled "Knots".  This will 
address an often overlooked aspect of fly fishing; how to tie knots to maximize line strength.  
 
Tuesday, May27:  AFF Board meeting at 6:30p.m. Perko’s Cafe in Martel.  All interested members are encouraged 
to attend.  
 
Saturday, August 2:  Personal Watercraft Seminar  from 9am to 1pm at Nimbus Flat State Park  
Highway 50 east to Hazel to the north side of the highway.  There is no charge for the seminar, but there is a park 
entrance fee.  There will be a great deal of gear for you to look at and try out. This is a great opportunity to actually 
test use a product you might be thinking of buying.  
 

***General Club Information *** 
 
Fly tying class details for May 15th class from Bill DeWalt:   “Winter, spring, summer, or fall, minnow’s can do it 
all.  Jay sells them in size 4 and Bill downsizes the shad to #’s 8 and 10.  The smaller shad casts easily with a 5 or 6 
wt. Line. Materials include hooks that are 2x to 3x long, strung flash in a variety of colors, marabou, and accent 
materials.”  
 
“I am anxious to return to Eagle Lake on a winter day when the cold wind is howling in my face as I search the 
tulles for schools of shad.  I want to have another try at the “huge” trout that snatched my #8 shad in shallows only 
a foot deep. The trout spun like an eggbeater and threw the wind blown shad fly back at my head. Diving down to 
escape the speeding fly I swear I heard the trout taunting me to try again some other year.” 
 
Greenstone Pond cleanup:  This year, as in past years, Randy Baxter led a stalwart crew to clear pond weeds from 
Greenstone Pond as part of our agreement for access to pond during the year, and also to clear fishing areas for The 
AFF annual May Greenstone Outing.  The turnout was pretty small in numbers, but as you will read below, the 



quality of effort was high.  We all owe a real big thank you to Randy, Rich Owing, Rich’s stepson Jaime Kelly, 
Jerry Cassasi, brand new member Glenn Stiltz and perspective member Ken Handy.  Randy was kind enough to put 
together the following account of the cleanup for the newsletter.   
 
Greenstone Weed Whacking 
 
For the second year in a row forecasted rain didn't materialize, and the weather couldn't have been better for ripping 
pond weeds out by their roots. The day started early for Glen Stiltz and Ken Handy.  They were so anxious to get to 
work they arrived before the Clos Du Lac staff.  By about 10:30 the crew had assembled and began taking down 
willows selected for their ability to intercept back casts.  The next step was to clear a series of paths to open water 
from shore.  Two approaches were used: Jerry Cassesi and I threw and retrieved 5 lb anchors while Glen Stiltz and 
Rich Owings waded out with rakes and scraped the bottom clean. Ken Handy helped get the weeds clear 
of the water and staked for decomposition.  Jaime Kelly photographed our efforts, and later lent a hand throwing an 
anchor. We opened some good slots in the weeds that should remain at least through the upcoming picnic. Once 
again we harkened back to Bruce Rollans' demonstration 2-3 years ago of the pitfalls of wading in Greenstone pond 
and all waded safely; no waders were overtopped (we also avoided working in the northeast channel where the 
banks are steeper). 
 
Later in the day everyone, except me, broke out the fly gear. Story has it that everyone who tried caught fish, some 
in the 15-16 inch range. Dragonflies and damsel flies are already hatching, and this years crop of pacific chorus 
frog (tree frogs) are already past the tadpole stage and jumping. With a little warm weather the pond should be ripe 
for some surface action. Remember to check your weed guards. 
 
Tight lines -- Randy 
 
Annual Greenstone pond May outing:  Bill DeWalt informs the newsletter that ”The outing at the Greenstone 
Pond this year will be a fishing trip only. We will meet at the pond and not the winery lawn area. In past years, 
those who hosted this event were not able to fish and leaving the pond to drive to the winery took too much time 
away from the fishing.  So, we will meet at the pond starting at 10am and have a “tail-gate” lunch. Everyone will 
bring their own food and beverages (sack lunches) and we can eat when we want. The warmer weather will activate 
the bass. Minnows, dragon fly nymphs, and low flying birds are on the bass menu right now. Join us and have fun.” 
 

***MEETINGS***  
 
March Meeting 
 
The evening got off to a great start thanks to a large batch of delicious homemade chocolate chip cookies provided 
by Owen Jakobsen.  
 
The fly tying class turned out to be pretty 
much a “do your own thing” session.  The 
lack of a class designated tying project 
didn’t deter new member Glenn Stiltz (at 
right) from dusting off his fly tying 
equipment and cranking out some 
“passionate purple” egg sucking leeches.   I 
guess for experienced fly tiers, tying is a bit 
like riding a bicycle.  Glenn said he hadn’t 
tied in years and he was cranking out those  
great looking leeches at  an impressive rate.  
The fly tying class will be back to its normal 
format in May.   
 
 
 
 



 
Business meeting:   
 
Treasurer Bruce Rollans presented the state of the AFF treasury. It is presented here updated to the end of April. 
 
Initial balance:       $2,547.52  
 
Income: 

Raffle:         $91.00  
Membership:        $25.00  

 
Expenses: 

Special Raffle Items (5 boxes flies)                     $161.25 
Monthly Raffle Items                                           $72.93 
April Program Fee                                                $200.  

 
End of March Balance:      $2229.34 
 
NCCFFF:  Representative Joe Bania had a potpourri of items:  Regarding grants; if we want to be part of next 
years grant cycle we must have a description of our proposal for the NCCFFF quarterly meeting on May 31., and a 
formal proposal in by Thanksgiving.  Joe has discuss this with Rob Ferroggiaro, NCCFFF VP for conservation and 
NCCFFF assistance is provided for putting together the formal proposal.  The grants typically range from $500 to 
$2000.  Joe pointed out that AFF might consider tying the project to scouting merit badge programs or school 
entomology or aquarium programs.  He mentioned that these types of projects are popular with a number of 
Northern California clubs.  Joe mentioned Tracy and Granite Bay as examples.  It was pointed out that AFF 
member Dee Crandall works with Bay Scouts through the Delta Fly Fishers.   
 
Since Opening day was approaching, Joe handed out an article from the April issue of Field and Stream that has 25 
hints, Pointers, tricks, and secrets for catching more trout this season.  Your editor read it and, at least for me, it had 
a lot of good suggestions.  If you didn’t get a copy speak up, and maybe we can get one to you. 
 
Club Historian Sam Cooper passed around a fly he had tied of an adult stone fly.  I don’t know how Sam does it.  It 
took very close examination to determine that the fly wasn’t an actual preserved stone fly. 
 
Large flies were a discussion topic for the May third outing to Ken Bush’s bass pond.  (probably Greenstone as 
well) Joe opined “go with big lures to get big bass”.  He suggested fishing 3x tippet on an intermediate sinking line.  
Use a 6 wt. with big flies (#8 or #10).  Use a floating line with poppers, (same size and weight).  We will expect a 
report at the May meeting. 
 
Fishing reports: Bruce Rollans fished the Sac up by Redding on April 5th and caught some nice rainbows to 19 
inches.  He said his luck was nowhere near as good at Ranch Seco on the 9th.  Let’s all hope Bruce has fabulous 
luck as he and Sallye go after bonefish smack dab on the equator due south of Hawaii at Christmas Island.  
  
Joe Bania, on the other hand, had his usual success at Rancho Seco, landing bass to 13 lbs. ( probably early April, 
your editor missed the date).  Let’s face it, Joe “owns” Rancho Seco.  He knows it like the back of his hand.    
 
Bill DeWalt pointed out that large mouth bass are hitting in the Delta, and members should start thinking shad in 
May and June. 
 
Program: Jim Roberts,. 
 
Our speaker Jim Roberts, is known to most of us as the owner of Buck-A Bug.  However, Jim is a bit of a young 
Renaissance man of professional fly fishing.  He appears to have more fly fishing “irons in the fire” than one can 
imagine.  He and a partner have Buck-Bug, the internet and sport show dealer in flies.  He is also a professional 
guide, travel leader , casting and fishing instructor, writer and producer of fly fishing videos, and lecturer on fishing 
techniques.  He has been fly fishing since the age of 15 and gets out between 100 and 150 days a year.   A graduate 



of UCLA where he ran track, he kind of fell into fly fishing after trying other things, including teaching at inner city 
high schools in LA for two and a half years.  Jim claims to still be 
trying to figure out how to “make a buck” at this business.  
 
His presentation to AFF was "The  Strike Zone, Modern 
Nymphing Tactics"  He defines the strike zone as a narrow slot 
where the fish can get the most amount of food with the least 
amount of effort. His presentation covered why it is so important to 
keep the flies in the strike zone and techniques for maximizing the 
amount of time the fly is in this area..  
 
While much of his presentation echoed commonly held positions 
on fishing with nymphs, there were a number of marked 
departures.  What follows are his main points as your editor heard 
them including both currently accepted and new approaches.  
 
Fish mainly feed in the bottom six inches of a stream.  Their food 
is on the rocks.  If the food gets more than two or three inches off a 
surface it is eaten or flushed.  Fish are pretty dumb and their goal is 

to be fat, and healthy, and they want to accomplish this in a lazy manner.  95% of their feeding is done on the 
stream bottom, only 5% on the surface. 
 
Nine out of ten fish on a stream are taken within 15 feet.  Don’t worry about spooking fish when wading while 
nymph fishing.  Jim used to try to be the first one moving on a stream, now he enjoys being third or fourth.  While 
photographing the underwater sequences for their video, they found that fish came right back into an area within 30 
seconds to pick up the insects stirred up by wading.  Fish were all around them.  Another thing they noted was how 
quickly the insect headed right back to the bottom for cover. 
 
In the picture at right you see the remnants of Jim’s 
diagramed approach to the cast and presentation.  To 
his right are diagrams emphasizing getting the fly on 
the bottom as quickly as possible and effectively 
working a limited stretch of water.  The trick to getting 
the fly down quickly is to use tippet that is a bit longer 
than the water is deep.  Don’t load on the shot, you 
need some, but because the current on the bottom is 
slower than on top the extra weight is not needed, 
won’t help get the fly down faster, and can adversely 
effect the fly drift.   
 
Work a 30 foot wide stretch of water right in front of 
you, 15 feet above and 15 feet below.  Note the 
diagram at right.  As you cast slightly upstream mend 
your line in the air to maximize the drift time in the 
strike zone.  Do an initial cast to see how the drift is 
and then do the appropriate amount of mending to give a drag free drift.  Swing maybe one in five casts, no more.  
 
Flies are the least important part of nymphing.  First, is getting on the bottom.  Second, good drift through the strike 
zone and last, the fly.  Jim said the last thing he does to improve his effort is change the fly. 
 
Use an indicator only on “big water,” not on small streams.   
 
Fish habits, food, oxygen, cover, and where they hold were discussed.  Nothing new there, you’ve heard all of it 
before. 
 



There was an interesting section on fishing pocket water.  The great thing about pocket water is that the water 
around the pocket is fast and turbulant.  Activity doesn’t disturb the fish.  The approach Jim teaches is to have no 
fly line on the water.  It seems a bit like tight lining but here the emphasis is on a slack line with no tension on the 
fly.  You do the same 15 feet above and 15 feet below but only work close to you and it is very important to set the 
hook a lot.  Try to sense subtle strikes.  Here again, while they were filming underwater, the photographer informed 
Jim that he had more than twice as many strikes as he reacted to.  Sounded like it takes a bit of practice to perfect. 
 
There was much more, that I just can’t cover.  One interesting facet to this presentation was that it is normally a 
canned slide presentation.  However, due to a communication breakdown Jim didn’t bring a projector and we didn’t 
have one for him.  The result was that this presentation was a note free, blackboard lecture.  It is the opinion of your 
editor that we got something better, a think on your feet, draw it on the board, version.  This might have been a real 
bonus in getting the technical points across.  However, we did have to miss examples of the underwater 
photography referred to in the talk. 
 
Jim Roberts is a good speaker who projected enthusiasm for fly fishing along with interesting and thought 
provoking ideas on fishing with nymphs.  It was an enjoyable evening, well spent.  
 
The raffle was a ground breaker.  There were only six prizes with a total retail value of $200, donated by Jim 
Roberts.  This raffle certainly had the highest anxiety rating of any club raffle this side of the annual dinner.    
 
 
Board Meeting:  
The AFF treasury saw a significant hit in the Month of April.  This was due to money spent on the program and 
material for upcoming raffles.  The April speaker cost $200 but he also contributed $200 in raffle prizes for the 
meeting.  The Board spent $234 for items for future raffles.  It is the intent of the Board, with permission of AFF 
members, to use AFF funds, as needed and within our means, to provide interesting quality programs and raffles for 
AFF meetings.      
 
Club membership  for 2003 is currently at 34 (family Membership counts as one).   Editors note….This will 
increase to 36 minimum by next meeting. 
 
The Board discussed the outings in April and May:  April: 26th: Greenstone clean;  May 3rd: Ken Bush’s Pond;  
May 17th Greenstone Picnic and fishing.  The Greenstone Outing format has been changed to a tail-gate/bring your 
own food and stay at the pond situation. It was felt that the winery picnic area idea was pulling the fishermen away 
from the pond and, Bill and others have been hosts for the winery picnic and could not fish. So it is fellowship at 
the tailgate for 2003 at Greenstone. 
 
As of now no outings have been suggested, planned, or scheduled for June, July or August. 
 
The Board is pleased to hear that members like the new meeting location. 
 
The Board picked up the discussion that took place at the April general meeting regarding the possibility of starting 
projects with scout or school science classes.   The idea of setting up a school science project seems the most 
attractive and feasible. The strawman for this idea involves hatching eggs in the class room.  Bruce Rollans has 
started to look into this and will be reporting back to the Board and the general membership his findings and 
recommendations. 
  
The Board okayed a June-July newsletter. 
 
Bruce is going to contact an EBMUD biologist about their clean-up project for the Moke. River. 
 
The Board is already working the December Annual Dinner.  Discussed was the need for organizing some 
big-ticket raffle / silent auction items.  Dennis Larson will get things moving.  
 
Programs for 2003: 
June:  Doug Oulette  



July:  Chris Shult on fishing Kit Carson Pass, the 88 High Country.   
August: Kieth Keneko, or possibly Nathan Joyner.  
 

Opening Day Report: Dennis Larson has a yearly goal of fishing opening day in the high country.  Usually this 
means less than perfect conditions.  The past few years Dennis has shared his opening day trials, tribulations and 
successes with us.  Dennis thinks this year’s effort can best be described as: 
 

Against All Odds 
 

Fellow AFF member Ron Calvert and I headed for Kirman Lake at 2: a.m. Saturday morning, right behind a snow 
storm that had just crossed through the Sierra.  However, We thought we could still get over State Highway 88 and 
be at the trail head by 6: a.m.  Unfortunately, Caltrans control signs in Pine Grove indicated that the Carson Spur 
was closed for avalanche blasting.  So, how about “Plan B”to fish Bear River?  No! Road to Bear River snowed 
over.  Back to Plan A.  We didn't get through Carson Spur until 7:15 a.m. and didn't start fishing at Kirman Lake 
until after 11:30 a.m.  By that time the sun was high in the sky and the fish were on the bottom of the lake. I did 
manage to pick up two football shaped Brookies and Ron caught three. He may have caught one cutthroat, I'm not 
sure. We started walking out about 6: p.m. and were back at the trail head by 7: p.m.  The trip back was 
accompanied by show flurries on Red Lake Grade.  Finally got home at 11: p.m. What a day!  We might have spent 
a lot more time on the road than we did fishing, but we both agreed it was a lot better than sitting at home watching 
the tube or doing the "honey do" list. 
 
 
The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following sponsors and 
encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  
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Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-

3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 

ADD ART Framing & 
Gallery 
20 Main 

Jackson, CA 95642 
209/223-3339 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

Sutter Gold Mining Co 
Heart of the Mother Lode 

Mine Tours 
Hwy 49, Sutter Creek 
www.suttergold.com 

888.818.7462 

 

Tuxedo Custom Rods� �
P.O. Box 1167 

Stockton, CA 95201 
(209) 464-6133,  948-6500 

FAX: (209) 948-6757 
 

 

 
Teton Fly Reels Inc. 

924 Church Hill Road 
San Andreas, CA 95249 

209/754-4709  800/831-0855 
Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Rd. 
Redding, CA 96022 

1-800-669-3474 

 

Perko’s Café 
11988 Highway 88 

Martel 
209-223-4420 

 

 

Cabbage Rose  
Gifts 

85 Main Street 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

209-267-5525 



Board of Directors 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640  bigrockranch@volcano.net    
Vice President: vacant  
Secretary: vacant  
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448  baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335  densandi@amafrog.com  
 
 
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Member Rep. Jerry Cassesi  (209) 274-4386  lucydog@cdepot.net 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765  llshaw@attbi.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
  
   

   
NEXT MEETING IS MAY 20. 

THE PROGRAM IS “FISHING KNOTS” BY BOB SOUZA 
REMEMBER! ARGONAUT HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM 6   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 
 
 
 
 
 


