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**  Statement of Purpose  ** 

 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share 

knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the 
conservation of fisheries. 

 
**** MEETINGS and CLUB INFORMATION **** 

 

Monthly Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 

The next meeting of the AFF is on Tuesday May 14.  PLEASE NOTE  fly tying will start at 5:30 .  We have 
added 30 minutes to the fly tying class to allow more to be covered in each session and remove the pressure of running 
into the start of the business meeting and program.  Casting will continue to start at 6: p.m.  At the May class, Rich , or 
Bill, or both, will continue dubbing and will tie the March Brown Spider  (more details on this session and the next few 
months in General Info).  Join Rich and/or Bill for the fly tying session.  Whether your choice is bobbin and vice or rod 
and reel, there is a good reason to get involved in the AFF “before the meeting” activities. 

The business meeting and program start at 7 p.m.  The program will be on “Fishing Local Waters”.  This program is 
becoming an annual event.  This program, coordinated by John Powers, was very well received last year and AFF 
members, especially those of us who miss last year presentation, have been anxiously awaiting the next edition.  More 
details under Next Meeting.  

 
 

*** 2002 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 

Individual dues are $20.00, $10.00 for a spouse, $30 for families, and $8.00 for students.  
New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2002 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from 
Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers. 

 
You may mail dues to: 

 
AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 We had an excellent turn out for Ron Rabun’s presentation on fishing 
pocket water and his experiences with short line techniques.  This is the way I 
learned to fish for trout and this method puts you in direct contact with the 
fish and its immediate environment.  I appreciated the patient way Ron guided 
us through his presentation.  He was at ease and this made me feel 
comfortable too.   

As I write this now, this next weekend is the Sierra water trout opener 
(the last weekend of April).  If you are traveling to the mountains, please 
remember that safety is the number one concern during the spring runoff.  
This should be an interesting spring/summer for fishing in all areas and for all 
types of fish.  Have a great time with your fly fishing and tying.  I see all of 
you at the next meeting learning more about our local waters. 
 
Bill  
                                                  
 

 
 

***  CALENDAR  *** 
 
Tuesday, May14:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 5:30 we have the fly tying class and  “Casting on the 
Lawn” at 6:00.  The general meeting, starts at 7:p.m.   
 
Tuesday, May 21:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. at the Round Table Pizza in Martel.  All interested members are 
welcome to participate. 
 
Sunday, May 19:  Outing at Greenstone Pond.  A number of people have gone to a lot of trouble to make this a 
very special club outing.   (see Greenstone below in General Info)    
 
Late July or early August:  Weekend outing at Jeff Kelley’s cabin.  Fishing will be at Indian Creek Res.  Perhaps 
also at other water in the area. 
 
Sunday, December 8:  AFF dinner at Teresa’s. 

 
***General Information and Happenings*** 

 
Fly tying is now at 5:30.  By moving to 5:30 Bill hopes to make the class more relaxing and informative.  With the 
extra 30 minutes more material can be covered in more detail.  Bill and Bruce Rollans have put together a number 
of fly tying stations, complete with a vice, for use by class participants.  Don’t let lack of, or forgotten, equipment 
keep you from participating in the class.  The class on May 14th will continue with dubbing and will probably do 
the March Brown Spider.  The materials for this fly are: hook size: 10, wet fly; Thread: Orange or your choice;                
Rib: Gold wire;  Body:  Hare's face(mask) dubbing; Hackle:  Brown partridge or hen.  Bill/Rich will supply 
anything you need. 

In June the class will work on the Mayfly family, in July it will be the very appropriate Patriot Fly and in 
August the topic will be the minnow pattern. 
 
Casting on the Lawn:  We got off to a slow start last month , but now trout season is open and some of you have 
found out how rusty  you are from the winter layoff.  Hit the lawn at the next meeting and regain that mid-season 
form for Greenstone pond on the 19th. 
  
Greenstone:  Sunday May 19th  10 AM-4 PM (maybe later).  This is historically the largest fishing outing for the 
AFF.  It kicks-off the spring fishing season with fine bass and sunfish fly action in a “picnic in the park” setting for 
the whole family.  This year a number of AFF members have put in a lot of effort to make this a very special 
outing.  Let’s all put this on our calendar to not only enjoy the improved fishing conditions, but also to show that 



 

we appreciated the effort made in our behalf.  On April 20th Randy Baxter led a group of AFF members and a 
member’s son in the joyful task of removing vegetation from the pond and clearing small trees from the banks.  
This is a hard dirty job and we are most appreciative of your effort on behalf of AFF.  Randy and Bill DeWalt even 
went back on May 4th to do more work and check out if the effort on the 20th improved the fishing environment.  
According to Bill, the pay-off was obvious.  Randy did an observation / fishing survey and found that the fish were 
moving in the cleaned out areas and fishing was great.  In a short time Randy had 12 fish.  He caught Blue gills up 
to twelve inches, and three and four pound bass.  Randy has put together a report on the April 20th effort that not 
only describes the work, but, as only Randy can do, paints for us a clear picture of the living environment of the 
pond and his interaction with it.  But before we present Randy lets talk about the main purpose of all this work, The 
AFF Outing at Clos du Lac on May 19th. 

From a food standpoint there is very little we will need to do to augment what Bruce and Sallye Rollans, and 
Bill DeWalt will be providing for our enjoyment.  Bruce and Sallye are providing hot dogs, buns, relish, onions, 
and other condiments; a dozen boneless rib-eye steaks and condiments; a large pot of baked beans (Sallye’s 
specialty); 2 dozen soft drinks; and a propane grill.  Bill will bring paper goods, plastic utensils, and lawn chairs.  
There are excellent picnic tables onsite and there will be a number of additional  comfortable camping chairs….ed.  
To augment this we suggest that members bring a salad, desert, or hot dish of their choice, and, of course, 
additional beverages are always welcome.  You may, of course, bring your own meat to grill.  However, your editor 
is already thinking about a piece of one of those rib-eyes.  All you have to do is show up prepared for some 
enjoyable fishing, and a pleasant day of good company and good food in a very pretty setting.   

Bill DeWalt has this to say about the fishing (and be sure to read what Randy has to say about his efforts on the 20th).  
“Those members who want to fish need to bring a tube, personal water craft, or waders, and fishing gear of choice.  
This pond has perch, bass, sunfish, and possibly crappie.  We must do catch and release only!  Parents are in charge 
of watching their own children.  We all want to be safe and have fun.”   

Just a reminder, Greenstone Pond is on the grounds of the Clos du Lac Winery at 3151 Highway 88, a few 
miles west of 124, close to Jackson Valley Rd.   
 

Greenstone Pond Plant Removal and Observations of a Fishy Nature 
Randy Baxter 

 
Although the coordination was a little haphazard -- my responsibility, sorry, I didn't complete calling those on 

the list-- the turnout was fine, and we enjoyed a beautiful day for work.  With temperatures in the high 60s and a 
slight breeze, we couldn't have asked for a better day to work in waders.  Nonetheless, some chose against the 
confines of waders and for closer contact with nature and the potential to become spokes models in an upcoming 
Tide Detergent commercial. 

I arrived about half an hour late to find Bill DeWalt, John Powers, Dave Friend, Richard Hunt, Jeff and Clay 
Kelley already hard at work removing water primrose and other vegetation from the eastern edge of the pond. Sam 
Cooper arrived a little later and completed the crew.  We eventually scraped open about a dozen 3-6 m wide 
reaches spread around three-quarters of the pond's circumference.  In addition, Jeff Kelley and I removed some of 
the willows bordering the pond to further improve access and help reduce loss of tackle on back casts.  We intend 
to do a little additional work on the northern flats Saturday May 4.  

We weren't the only ones busy about the pond.  The first of the season dragonflies and damselflies were 
already out, and surprisingly, some were already laying eggs (egg laying makes them more vulnerable to bass).  
The fish seemed uninterested until late afternoon when the water warmed a tad. At that point I saw a couple swirls 
that appeared to be surface feeding. 

This should increase through the next month or so.  Many of the bass completed spawning and have left the 
shallows, though a few were still present in the northwestern and southeastern flats.  A far more interesting 
phenomena was occurring in a couple spots along the north-eastern edge.  Several 3-4 lb bass had staked out open 
edge-waters and were herding largemouth bass fry into tight balls then rushing through them trying to eat as many 
as possible.  Sam and I watched from 5 m away as one 17-18" fish herded then rushed a school of fry three or four 
times in a 15 minute period.  Although the fish continued to herd fry when I returned at the end of the day with fly 
fishing gear, I wasn't able to tempt it with the small popper I presented.  I switched to a mini popper and was 
slightly more successful with the next two large bass I encountered, getting both to take, but missing the first one 
with barely a prick of the hook and breaking the second off.  Both were large bass in the 4 lb range.  I was able to 
land three 8-9" bluegill, all in spawning colors.  Now is a good time to take kids popper fishing for sunfish.  The 
sunfish are spawning in slightly deeper water, outside the weeds and away from some of the bass.  Next time I'm 



 

going to try my rabbit matuka sunfish pattern in these areas.  I suspect there is a big bass or two cruising the edge of 
the sunfish spawning beds looking for unwary individuals. 

Big bass are again present in Greenstone.  As recent as about three years ago some "guests" caught and killed 
large bass from the pond.  Since then the owners have become more stringent about who they allow to fish and it 
appears to be paying off with more large fish.  In my afternoon discussion with Tim Evans, the owner, he told me 
that several 7 lb fish were caught earlier this year with spinning gear and that numerous fish in the 3-5 lb range 
have been caught.  I'm excited about getting back to fishing the pond. 

Remember, club members may fish the pond simply by calling a day or two ahead (274-2238) and checking in 
at the tasting room when they arrive.  The pond is generally open during wine tasting hours, 10 AM to 4PM, and 
you need to be out of the water and ready to leave by 4 unless you make prior arrangements.  During the week, 
fishing hours may be extended at the discretion of the owners.  If you haven't tried fishing for sunfish or largemouth 
bass you're really missing a great opportunity.  Local waters are as good as any in the state and can provide outdoor 
enjoyment involving little planning and only a short drive (for most of us that is).  Hope to see you out there. 

 
A few members gave the Ken Bush pond a try on the morning of April 27th.  However, the weather was really 

nasty and results were rather meager.  Ken informed folks that AFF members are welcome to give the pond a try at 
some later date.  We appreciate Ken hosting AFF members and extending the invitation for a future visit. 
 
AFF Historian:   Remember, contact Sam Cooper with any AFF anecdotes or questions you might have. 
  

 
***MEETINGS*** 

 
Last Meeting:  We had another good turnout for the 6: 00 fly tying 
class.  Rich Qwings couldn’t teach as scheduled because his work had 
taken him out of the area, but Bill jumped back in and the class didn’t 
miss a beat.  Casting on the lawn got off to a slow start, but Bill 
Bustellos, (right) took the opportunity to loosen up that casting arm.  
Bill’s son Chris worked both sides of the street, getting in a number of 
casts, and then heading for the fly tying class.  

It was nice to see so many members at the meeting.  24 members 
and two guests were in attendance  and they were rewarded with a very 
interesting and entertaining presentation by Ron Rabun on short line 
fishing techniques using nymphs and dry flies. 

During the business portion of the meeting treasurer Bruce 
Rollans presented a rosy financial picture.  Our current status (updated 
to the end of the month for the newsletter) is as follows:  
 
April starting balance:                                   $1,778.05 
Income 
               Raffle             $   118.00 
    Membership 
   1 single adult new                 $     20.00 
Correction; calculation error club’s favor  $       4.00 
expenditures 
  California Fly Fisher subscription  $     14.95 
April ending balance                     $1,905.10. 
 
NC2F3:  Joe Bania reported that the Northern California Federation covers 50 to 60 fly clubs.  The emphasis is on 
making certain the fisheries are looked after.  This currently means looking long and hard at the Trinity area, and 
staying very involved in the current energy fiasco with PG&E and hydro-electric power demands.  A major NC2F3 
policy meeting will take place this September in Dunsmuir. 
 
Sam Cooper read excerpts from the April  1994 AFF newsletter.  It was a treat for the newer members, and, I am 
sure, nostalgic for the “old timers” to hear those words from the club’s early history.  Editor Doug Goldsmith had  



 

included very comprehensive fishing suggestions for the month for the local waters.  This is something I would like 
to see us do more of in our newsletter.  If any AFF members would get current fishing conditions and suggestions 
to me by the last week of the month we will get it in the newsletter.  
 

Under fishing reports, it was “an AFF member to the rescue” .  On a return visit to Huntington Springs, Joe 
Bania not only had great fishing, (35 fish to 27 inches) but he was also able to help out a group of lady fly fishers, 
who were getting no activity.  Joe got them setup correctly for that water.  One lady Joe helped was thrilled when 
she caught 22 and 30 inch fish on her first two casts.      
 

We want to welcome back a past member, Dee Crandell, who has rejoined AFF after a couple of years 
absence.  Dee, it is great to have you back in AFF. 
 
Program:  Ron Rabun’s presentation on short line fishing was a real treat.  First of all, Ron is a very engaging 
fellow who obviously loves what he does and enjoys sharing his passion for fly fishing with others.  Secondly, his 
topic was of great interest to us all. 
 Ron is a professional guide and teacher headquartered in Dunsmuir, and the upper Sac is his “home water”.  
Much to the delight of those present, Ron not only covered his stated topic of short line nymphing with wet flies, 
but spent time on dry fly “short lining” as well.  He capped off his presentation with a slide show that showed his 
short line technique in use, and provided us with some beautiful views of the upper Sac. 

Ron’s presentation is based on, what he calls, his 10 tips to short line nymphing and the same for dry fly 
fishing. He handed out this list of tips (actually his list has 12 and 15 tips respectively, but whatever).  Short line 
technique really looks practical.  You maintain good contact with the fly (flies) by using a tight line.  The two fly 
approach allows you to be on the bottom with the nymph and up a bit with an emerger.  As Ron was developing his 
technique he even went snorkeling to see how trout 
react to different foods and he found that trout grab 
everything but quickly spit out “nonfood”.  Trout 
also, only hit hard about 20% of the time, the rest of 
the time they just “fiddle” with the bait.  Since you 
can’t see a fish “fiddling” with a wet fly you need an 
indicator.  Ron’s In-line Bright Butt System was 
developed for short lining.  It is made up of three or 
four sections of alternating bright orange and bright 
green Amnesia nylon backing tied between the 
leader of he line.  The slightest twitch in this line is 
cause to strike.  This brings us to one of Ron ‘s main 
mantras, “when in doubt strike!!”.  We should be 
striking four to six times more often than we do.  He 
emphasized, “Even if the line simply stretches out a 
bit and is otherwise still, STRIKE “.   
 For Upper Sac trout Ron uses a nine foot graphite with 4 wt. Floating line.  The leader is a 7.5 foot tapered 3x.  
Tippet is 3x for high water and nymphing, 4-5x for low, clear water and dry flies.   

The presentation is to cast upstream, hold the rod over the flies and lead the flies downstream by drifting the 
whole rod, not just the tip.  Having the rod leading so that the line is at an angle of 450 is optimum.  You don’t lift 
the rod tip after you cast or during the drift.  You strike with the current, moving the rod downward at 450.   You 
only fish with about 12 feet of line.  There should be no slack line and none coiled.  Lock the line under your finger 
and play the fish with the reel and the drag.  Ron considers the reel an integral component, not just a line holder.   
Ron has a 600 rule for playing the fish that I’m not sure I got right.  I think you keep the rod tip low while playing 
the fish, but try to maintain a 30-600 horizontal angle with the fish.    
 
Ron Rabun’s Ten (12) Tips for short line nymphing with wet flies: 

Use a two fly system (even three at times 
Use a strike indicator 
Sharpen hooks regularly 
Change weight often.  Add and subtract weight to accommodate water depth, speed and conditions. 
Lead line down, with current, downstream of flies. 



 

Drift whole rod with flies not just rod tip. 
Use a downstream strike set. 
Vary pattern colors and sizes. 
Wade safely but assertively and use a wading staff. 
Change leader sizes to meet water conditions.  High off color water use 2-3x.  Low clear use 3-5x. 
Strike often.  Strike even more often.  When in doubt,  STRIKE. 
Play fish on the reel and drag. 

  
Short line Dry fly fishing:   
Here you only use 10 to 12 feet of line, including the leader.  
You can fish a  #18 fly with 4x, but you might have to move 
down in tippet and fly size with refusals.  In fast moving pocket 
water, fish are not leader shy.  Ron doesn’t use fluorocarbon 
because he doesn’t need to.  It is absolutely imperative that the 
fly always be floating.  Use silicon liquid than use powder.  You 
should get about 20 casts before you need to repeat the 
operation.  Trout wait for the fly to come out of the fast water 
into slower water and pop to the surface, so it must float.  Ron 
likes to use a 14-16 crystal cahill ahead of a 22-24 micro mayfly. 

In the early stages of a hatch you get the smaller fish but as 
the hatch progresses the larger fish get involved.  You can also 
work both sides of the street by putting an emerger dropper 
ahead of the dry fly. 
 The casting technique is basically like that for nymphing, 
but you only have 2-3 feet of leader on the water.   You work the 

slower side of current seams by letting the faster water move the fly in that area.  Always try to work the fly 
through “dark water”, the deeper slots.  This applies to both nymphing and dry flies.  In his slides Ron had some 
excellent examples of working seams and slots.  You use a soft cast so the flies don’t jump back and end up short.  
You set the hook by using a tip strike.  Just use a quick wrist flip.  Using the whole arm is simply not fast enough, 
and you don’t have to worry that you will flip the whole line out of the water.  Ron has found dry flies to be 
especially effective in late season.   
  
Ron’ Ten (15) Tips for Dry fly fishing with short line 

Use 9-12 foot leader.  A seven and half foot leader plus tippet. 
Use larger tipper and go lighter with refusals, 3-4-5x, 6x? 
Keep the fly floating.  The fly must stay on the surface in the rougher runs. 
Grease the leader with paste floatant, but don’t get any on the fly. 
Use powder floatant often. Don’t use pastes that trap water in the fly.  Liquid floatant first than powder. 
Match the hatch with color and size.  Start larger than go down in size with refusals. 
Use two flies, a dropper emerger or smaller dry pattern. 
Cast upstream when possible. 
To drift fly raise the whole rod not just the tip. 
Keep fly line off the water to prevent drag. 
Divide the pockets or slots and fish from the downstream point. 
Take power off your cast.  Cast very gently. 
Set hook with a tip strike.  
 

Last Board Meeting:  Pete Bunting visited and sat in for the meeting.  All members are invited to take part in this 
meeting and we appreciate Pete’s participation. 

It was decided to make the program in August a fishing video night.  The Board will provide dessert for all the 
“movie goers”.  Bruce was authorized to purchase more flies for our raffles.  Flies, especially the ones tied and 
provided by members, are the most popular items in our raffles.  Along that line, the board is looking hard at 
upping the dollar input to the monthly raffle.  The Board also discussed contacting local fly shops and equipment 
vendors for price breaks on some more expensive items for our raffles. 



 

We want to make caps and hats with the club logo available to AFF members.   Dennis Larson suggested, and 
is looking into, getting caps and hats with the logo sewn on directly.  The design would then be just the logo itself 
without the green background. Dennis also raised the possibility that AFF might eventually have to pay to use the 
school classroom for our meetings.  We will be looking into what options the club might have if this were to occur. 
 
program calendar: 
May 14: An AFF member program on fishing local waters.  This is being coordinated by John Powers.  Dennis 
offered to prepare maps of specific areas to be discussed for this program. 
June 11: The speaker will be Eddie Perez from Tuxedo Custom Rods.  Eddie will discuss the manufacture of  
              custom graphite and fiberglass fly rods. 
July 9:  Jeff Putnam of Kiene’s will conduct a casting clinic.    
Aug. 13:  Fishing video night, Board will provide desert 
Sep. 10:  Still open 
Oct. 8:  AFF slide show 
Nov. 12:  Richard Hunt 
Dec. 8:   AFF Annual Dinner 
 
Next Meeting:  The program is on  Fishing Local Waters.  John Powers is coordinating this program.  He will be 
joined by Jeff Kelley, Pete Bunting, and Rich Owings in describing fisheries in Amador, Eldorado, Alpine and 
Calaveras Counties.  Our speakers will discuss the type of terrain and accessibility, how to get there, best times of 
the year to fish, what to use, and whether public or private access.  Dennis Larson will try to have some maps of the 
areas to be discussed available at the meeting.  The speakers are hoping that one byproduct of this program will be 
to get AFF members to use this information to go on more impromptu fishing outings with one another. 
 This program was very well received last year.  A number of AFF members missed that program and, in the 
interim, we have also had a number of people join AFF.  Don’t pass up this opportunity to get better acquainted 
with our home fishing territory.        

 
 

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following 
sponsors and encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-

3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 

ADD ART Framing & 
Gallery 
20 Main 

Jackson, CA 95642 
209/223-3339 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

 

TWIGS 
Mountain HomeFurnishings 

49 Main Street 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

209-267-1304 

 

Tuxedo Custom Rods� �
P.O. Box 1167 

Stockton, CA 95201 
(209) 464-6133,  948-6500 

FAX: (209) 948-6757 
 

 
 
American Fly Fishing 

Co. 
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 95864 
916-483-1222 

 

 
Teton Fly Reels Inc. 

924 Church Hill Road 
San Andreas, CA 95249 

209/754-4709  800/831-0855 
Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Rd. 
Redding, CA 96022 

1-800-669-3474 

Mike Fong 
www.insideangler.com  

Inside Angler 
PO Box 31282 

San Francisco, CA 94131 
phone/fax: (415) 586-7668 
 


