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     **  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 

The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share knowledge and 
techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the conservation of fisheries. 

 
 

**** MEETINGS and CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING: May 8 .   Casting on the lawn at 6:00.  Members that took part in the April accuracy 
casting really had a good time.  No more fly tying so unlimber those rods.  Business and program at 7:00.  George 
Cecchetti, from the Reel Fly shop in Lodi, will present: Shad; the Frugal Fisherman's Tarpon. 

Note! We meet in Room S-6.  About the middle of the east side of the building. 
 
 

*** 2001 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
 
Dues are $20.00, $10.00 for spouse, $30 for families, and $8.00 for students.   New members, be sure to ask for a club 
patch when you pay your 2001 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make 
checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers. 
 
 
 

You may mail dues to: 
 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
P.O. BOX 935 

SUTTER CREEK, CA  95685



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
I have been fly fishing for almost thirty years.  Most of the time, it was an 
interesting and peaceful diversion/addition to my spin fishing.  There were times at 
Lake Amador, when people would say, “look, he’s fly fishing!”  However, I could 
not get additional instruction or information for my casting or tying that I felt I 
needed.  I did not think about checking out Sacramento for fly shops and the 
occasional magazines I read in the ‘70’s and ‘80’s were not much inspiration. 
 
I went to the first organizational meeting to form our AFF club in March of 1993.  I 
wanted to meet more fly fishers and become a better caster and fly tier, and I am 
glad that I attended.  Our club is now starting its ninth year and I want to thank all 
the previous board members for their contributions. 
 
Dennis and I went to Kiene’s Fly Fishing Expo on April 21.  We “hooked up” with 
Joe B. and tried out a new saltwater rod.  Each of us had just cast the five weight 
rod when a shy stranger asked to join in.  He didn’t say anything (not even about 
my casting), he just cast the line out a half dozen times, handed the rod back, and 

left.  I had complimented him several times on his graceful and relaxed casting style.  After the gentleman departed, one 
of our little group remarked about my compliments and then told me that the gentleman was Chico Fernandez, Master Fly 
Fisherman.  Chico was polite and friendly and I learned a lot from his instruction/demonstration session as the featured 
speaker/demonstrator on casting for Keine’s Expo. 
 
Later, one of the Kiene’s staff members remarked positively on the number of AFF members in attendance (Joe, Dennis, 
Sallye, Bruce, and me).  My reply was “yes, and they are all board members.”  The staff person agreed and said that he 
had noted that fact.  I then started considering that I have become more active in the club, and with fly fishing, after I 
joined the board.  We have our monthly board meetings at the Round Table and talk both before and after the meeting.  
The extra contact in and out of the meetings often leads to more ideas and planning of personal trips, or to new 
methods/materials to try out. 
 
The added benefit of being a board member seems to be the additional time to for contact with people that share your 
leisure time activity.  We get to know each other better and bounce ideas around and off each other.  While driving to and 
from the fishing destinations we talk and, again, get to know each other better.  John C. and I talked about books he had 
read on American History and fishing.  I always enjoy my travels with Dennis: interesting topics and discoveries on 
outlooks, books and items we have read, and people we have met that have touched our lives. 
 
What do I get out of our club?  The answer is much more than just the activity of fishing.  My advice to all of you is: 
“Don’t become a bored member, become a board member.” 
 
Time to practice casting. 
 
Bill 
 

 
***  CALENDAR  *** 

  
Tuesday, May 8:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 6:p.m. we have casting on the lawn.  The general meeting at 
7:p.m features a presentation on fishing for shad by George Cecchetti. 
 
Tuesday, May 15:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. Round Table Pizza, Martel.  All interested members are welcome to 
participate. 
 
Saturday, May 19:  AFF Outing at Clou du Lac Cellars / Greenstone Winery.  Be sure you put this on your personal 
calendar. 
 
Saturday, June 9 & September 22:  Free fishing days 



 

 
 

***General Information and Happenings*** 
 
Outings:  May 19th is our annual AFF outing at Clos du Lac Cellars / Greenstone Winery, where we will spend a day of 
fishing for Bass and pan fish in Greenstone Pond, sharing good food and socializing.  We had a great time last year and 
this year should be no exception. .  The Winery is located on ‘88’ just east of Jackson Valley Rd.  The owners will have 
the grounds open for us at 10 a.m.  The format is “potluck” so bring a dish to share and your own meat to grill.  Bill 
DeWalt will be hosting this outing and will have a grill setup.  Soft drinks, paper plate and cups will also be provided.  
The pond is open to fishing from the shore or float tube and is “catch and release only”.  If you have any questions, give 
Bill a call at 274-4640. 
   
Fishing Reports:  On April 16th, Bill Dewalt fished for striped bass on the American River.  His guide was Andy Guibord 
(one of our March speakers).  Bill really enjoyed his guided session.  Bill says that Andy is not only an excellent 
instructor and this couple with Andy’s friendly demeanor made the session a very pleasant experience.  They fished from 
Gristmill to Discovery Park.  Although it took seven hours to get that first American River striper, it was worth the wait.  
The 30 inch, 12 pounder put up a great fight. 
 
Bill “highly recommends Andy as a guide, and plans to go out with him again.”  Striper season has just begun and Bill 
points out there is plenty of time to enjoy the American.  When you go with Andy the gear is furnished, and all you have 
to do is show up ready to fish.  
 
For those members with internet access: (last reminder) www.dfg.ca.gov for information and to purchase your fishing 
license on the web.  Good fly patterns at flymap.com. 
 
Casting on the lawn accuracy training and competition:   This casting program, that Dennis setup, is a lot of fun.  Your 
editor had more enjoyment casting and got more out of the April session than I have at any previous casting session.  
Trying to be accurate gives purpose to all the things you are trying to accomplish in your casting stroke.  You could sense 
the casting improving as you worked to position that fly in the ring.  
  

***MEETINGS*** 
 
Last Meeting:   “Casting on the lawn” got off to a bit of a slow start.  The members that took part had a good time, but 

we really never got the contest going.  Now that fly tying is done 
until October, Casting is the 6:00 activity.  Give it a try this month.  
We will be working on the accuracy of the roll cast. 
 
Left:  Jeff Kelley, Dennis Larson, and Sam Cooper, (L to R ) take a 
shot at the rings while Randy kibitzes.  Your editor thinks Jeff got in 
as many casts with your editor’s rod as he did.  
 
  
 
 
 

 
This meeting also saw the wrap-up of 6:p.m. fly tying 
instruction until September.  Bill reviewed the past 
sessions and the group viewed a video that Bill will be 
providing each member of the class. 
 
Right: Jon  Morrison, Pete Bunting, (this month’s 
contributing author), Bill, and Peter Fessenden (L-R) 
discuss things to work on until class resumes in October.    
 



 

Business Meeting:  Breathable waders and u-shaped float tubes are in and neoprene waders and round float tubes are out.  
At least that was the consensus of the group in response to a question by Dave Friend on purchasing a float tube.  There 
were dissenting opinions from neoprene diehards Jeff Kelley and Randy Baxter. 
 
Bruce Rollans reported that our checking account was at $721.44.  (This was updated at the 4/17 board meeting to 
 $760.47 with the addition of $30.03 in April raffle profit).  
 
NCCFFF:  Joe Bania is planning to attend the next the next NCCFFF board meeting at Lake McCumber.  The upper 
“Sac” has been designated as “Wild Trout Water.”  However, 10 miles of the river around Dunsmuir is still  “put and 
take.”  The wild trout designation means no stocking and catch and release means a max kill of two fish.  There will be 
selective stocking of alpine lakes this year.  Randy pointed out the Forest Service wants the lakes to  go back to a natural 
status.  Highway corridor lakes and trail head lakes will not be affected. 
 
In regard to the slide show for October, Bill requested that members remember to take slide film on their trips.  You can 
buy slide film at Longs and at any photo shop. 
 
Program:    In response to the expressed interest of many in the club, Bruce Rollans put together a program on the basic 
equipment for fly fishing, namely lines, rods, and reels.  Randy Baxter discussed lines, with Joe Bania on rods and Bruce 
on reels.  It was an outstanding program.  Each of the speakers had prepared well and laid out the basics in each area.  
There were a number of descriptive handouts and examples shown.  We really got a lot out of this program. 
 
Randy went through the evolution of fly line design, from the old level line (perhaps still used by people who prefer 

neoprene waders…..ed), 90 foot double tapers, to sink tips and shooting heads.  He emphasized 
the importance of matching the weight of the line to the weight of the rod. 
Weight forward: first 30-45 feet, gives distance but line difficult to control.  Floating and various 
sink rates.   
Shooting head:  Up to 30 feet in length.  Floating, intermediate, and a wide, 1-6 range of sink 
rates as well as leads core.   
Bass / salt water taper:  This line has a shorter head than the weight forward.  Buy the most 
inexpensive because they are all alike.  Randy also mentioned the Steelhead taper.  This line has 
a long graduated taper to allow a compromize between casting distance and line maneuverability.  
In fast water you can put a upstream belly in the line to slow the fly and give the fish a longer 
look.  In slow water, belly downstream to speed up the fly.  In response to questions Randy said 
to use a short 6 foot leader on a sinking line and a longer 9-12 foot leader on a floating and 
intermediate lines.  Use an intermediate line in windy conditions. 
 
Joe Bania started by pointing out the wide variation in rod action 

available.  He had a Fenwick “noodle rod,” as he called it, that was extremely flexible.   Too 
flexible.  On the other hand, Joe showed a Loomis 6-7 that is a very stiff rod.  People should 
start with a mid-action rod.  Always try a rod before you buy it.  Most fly fishing is done with 
casts up to 30-35 feet and a mid-flex 5-6 weight, 8.5-9 foot rod is a good place to start.  An 
option is to try a #6 line on a 5-6 rod.  Joe emphasized that as you progress you should go to a 
stiffer rod for its loading properties. 
Keeping equipment clean and maintained is very important.  Joe suggested Ivory Snow to wash 
your line and be sure you should keep your rods clean as well.  Be very careful of your guides.  
Never assemble or disassemble rod sections by gripping the guides. 
 
Joe had a number of handouts covering choosing a rod, rod usage and safety tips, the 
relationship between rod action and casting, and rod maintenance. 
 
Joe also branched off into a discussion of the flies one should consider as a starter set.  He had 
prepared displays of drys, nymphs, wets, attractors, terrestrials, wooly worms and streamers  for our perusal.  He also had 
a handout listing the flies.  He emphasized the following points:  Flies (real) are biggest in early season.  You don’t need 
fancy tied flies for use in fast water because fish don’t get a good look.  Make sure hooks are sharp, and pinch the barbs.  
Don’t strip too fast.  Strip especially slow in cold water.  Try to get a copy of the Umpqua Enflycopedia.  It is really 
helpful. 



 

 
Bruce Rollans had variety of reels to show and pass around.  He also had a hand out showing and labeling the various 

parts of the reel.  One theme of Bruce’s presentation was that how much we spend on reels has 
very little to do with whether or not we will land hooked fish. The reel really has nothing to do 
with playing the fish.  It simply is a place to store the line and you should keep this in mind 
before you pay a lot of money.  However, it is very important that we choose the correct weight 
reel to match the weight of the rod, and that we do a conscientious job of maintaining the reel so 
that it doesn’t become the weak link in the equipment chain while fishing.  Bruce stressed a 
number of points:  On reels that have the foot screwed to the housing, always check the screws 
for tightness.  It is very frustrating to have the reel fall off the rod while playing a fish. There are 
very few fish in our area that require the use of a reel with a fancy drag system.  The drag is 
mainly to prevent over-spooling when striping line from the reel.  You also can control drag by 
palming the spool and by sliding the line through your fingers.  Try to keep the reel clean while 
fishing.  Don’t lay the reel in the dirt or sand while changing flies or tippet.  Good maintenance 
is important.  Periodically strip the line from the spool, check the reel and clean and lube the 
friction areas.  Coat susceptible parts with a good rust and corrosion inhibitor. 
 

Cheaper reels are often assembled with screws, such as the old Pflueger reel that he displayed.  More expensive reels are 
cast aluminum, with the most expensive hogged out of aircraft grade aluminum bar stock.  Bruce showed us a cassette reel 
that has different lines stored on plastic cassettes that insert into the reel so that you don’t have to own a lot of spools.   In 
discussion it was pointed out that there is a wide range in quality among the cheaper click drag reels.  Randy pointed out 
that, in that area, Cabella Cahill reels are very good.  Bruce also emphasized that you cannot define a reel by its 
description.  He showed examples illustrating the wide variation in size and design within the  “large” arbor and “wide” 
arbor reel designation.  Just as with the rods, you have to examine and try the reel. 
 
 
 
Last Board Meeting:  The financial picture was updated to reflect the raffle income from the April meeting.  The total, as 
noted earlier, is now $760.47.  Bruce discussed the fact that it appears the insurer we have had, through the FFF, will no 
longer be servicing our policy.  It is only through the luck of good timing on the part of Bruce, that our premium is $250 
this year instead of approximately $325, which will likely be the cost next year with the new FFF provider. 
 

The board is very pleased that the raffles are going well and that the members appear to like the prize selection.   
 

In regards to programs:  The board was especially pleased with how well the April program went.   
We plan to have another “in-house” program in June with John Powers, Jeff Kelley and perhaps one or two others 
discussing “fishing local waters”.   
 

The July and August meetings are still a bit up in the air.  We still plan to have one or possibly both meetings deal with 
casting on streams.  Your editor realized, too late to check with anyone, that I lost my notes for July so I will leave that 
alone and we can get clarification at the May meeting.  However, in August, we are tentatively planning to have Leo 
Gutierrez from the Delta Fly Fishers talk to us about fishing for tarpon.  Leo is also a teacher and will make himself 
available the following Saturday at Lion’s club Park (if we can get permission) for a casting seminar. 
 

For September we are still looking at getting a speaker on fishing the Eastern Sierra.  October is the club slide show and 
November is Richard Hunt on fly tying vises. 
 

Our annual dinner is tentatively set for Loretta’s in Ione on the evening of December 2nd.  Possible menu items include 
Prime Rib, and Champagne Chicken.  Details are still to be worked out. 
 

The board authorized Bruce to have a limited edition print of a 1989 trout stamp mounted by Ad Art of Jackson as a raffle 
prize. 
 

All members are encouraged to submit ideas for the December dinner program as quickly as possible so we get a good 
shot at our speaker of choice. 
 

The board encourages all the members to put the Greenstone outing on their calendar, and to get involved in the casting 
on the lawn.  
 



 

 
ARTICLES and STORIES 

 
At the April meeting your editor made a request to the membership for fish stories that members might be willing to share with the 
members by putting them in the newsletter.  My thanks to Pete Bunting, who recalled two fishing episodes from his younger days that 
he now feels he can “safely”, share with us for our enjoyment.   
 
Two Fishing Stories  
By Pete Bunting 
 
I joined AFF to try and learn about something new, and to meet some new friends. Now the editor of our newsletter wants some 
stories for our paper, and he didn't say they had to be about fly fishing. So, with assurances that the statute of 
limitation has expired, I will relate an incident involving some of the old families of Amador County which involve hunting arid 
fishing. 
 
About 35 years ago I was preparing a timber sale for the Forest Service. The sale was located east of Peddler Hill and included some 
land north of Dufrene Meadow where the Dufrene family had operated a cow camp since the 1800s.  At the 
time the present road into the area was little more than a cat (tractor) trail and a cow path. One of the people working with me was Jim 
Davies. Jim's Grandfather, and then his father, had operated Davies blacksmith, later Davies Studebaker, then 
Davies garage, it is now Browns auto repair in Jackson. 
 
Jim and I both wanted to try bow hunting, and we had seen lots of sign of deer and even some large bucks in the area north of the 
meadow.  We decided we would try our luck there. On the opening morning of bow season we were in place with bows ready. As the 
sun rose we slowly moved along the road/trail being ever vigilant for that big deer we wanted. By the time we got to the end of the 
trail, located in a little draw, it was getting warm.  We decided to work down the draw and into a brush patch, thinking the deer may 
have started to bed down.  Again, moving slowly, we worked into the brush but the way it was growing we were forced ever down hill 
and over some rocks into the drainage where we found a very small stream.  The water was good and we rested. We decided that to try 
and go up through the brush was a lost cause so we started working down the drainage keeping near the stream, or what was left of it, 
as it kept disappearing, leaving only small pools. After a while we came to some larger pools and in them we saw fish swimming.  
Several of the pools were small enough for us to easily catch the fish with our hands and not get wet. 
 
Jim was not known in the county for keeping to the rules, and he / we reasoned that if we removed the larger fish the smaller would 
have a better chance to survive.  Besides it didn't look like we would be getting a deer and we didn't want to go home empty handed, 
so... 
 
On our bellies we cornered and scooped out the biggest fish from several pools. We put them in the plastic bags we had for the deer 
liver and heart. We added fresh wet grass to help keep the fish cool and fresh. And we headed downstream again. 
 
We ended up at the back of Upper Bear River Reservoir where we hiked out the remains of an old construction road, then up the fire 
trail from the 1959 Bear River Bum, and then on the road into Dufrene Meadow where we wanted to get some 
water. 
 
At the meadow old Gertie (Gertrude) Flagg, the Dufrene family matriarch and holder of the cattle grazing permit, came out of the 
cabin to talk with us. She asked where we had been, what we saw, and we showed her our limit and a half of fish.  "Oh, you found 
those pools over by "...  she said. She invited us into the cabin for lunch, and while she made us fresh tomato and lettuce sandwiches 
she told us some very interesting stories about the history of the area, the county, and the Forest.  After lunch we went to our vehicle 
and headed home. That evening, our two families had a wonderful dinner of fresh trout and all the fixings. 
 
Now, I don't want to leave the impression that Fish and Game didn't learn about our adventure. It was a few weeks later at the 
planning meeting and luncheon of all the cooperating agencies for the opening of the gun season that Jim told this 
story very quietly to one of our coworkers. As he told the story Jim kept glancing down and across the table to Ernie Skinner, the local 
game warden. Ernie never batted an eye or twitched a muscle but just kept eating. It was after the meal was over, the planning 
finished, and we were about to break up that Ernie looked over at Jim and said, "Jim, I may be old, but my hearing is not gone. Next 
time use a line and hook like you should". Nothing more was ever said, but two federal employees were very observant of the fishing 
regs for some time after that. 
 
As for the stories Gertie told us? Well, they don't involve fishing either, so you probably aren't interested in them. 
====================================================================================== 
It’s a good thing these fishing stories are not limited to only fly fishing,  If they were, I wouldn't have any true tales to tell. 
 
In the summer of 1961 I took a position on a slash disposal crew on the Boise National Forest. For about five weeks I did a lot of 
brush moving, plant grubbing, and fire fighting. Then the District's lockout had to leave and I ended up being the only person willing 



 

to live alone under the lockout's primitive conditions. About two weeks into my new job I got a letter from my college roommate, 
Blane. He had just had some surgery and was being restricted in his activities (the only reason he would write me a letter, I guess).  An 
idea, a few phone calls to my boss Elmer, a letter to Blane and his family, and two weeks later the 4-wheel drive that delivered my 
groceries inched up one of the ridges to my lookout and deposited groceries and Blane. 
 
Now a 21x21 foot, including cat walk, single room glass structure with detached outhouse is not much room for two active college 
guys. Blane was raised on the ranch his parents carved out of the Idaho sagebrush desert, and he was used to hard work and active 
play, including fishing, hunting, and exploring. By the third day, Monday, Blane wanted activity arid he started mulling over the topo 
maps I had of the area.  He located 3 lakes about a mile away down one ridge from the lockout, and over a second ridge and into a 
hollow. He asked if they had any fish. A call was made to Elmer (my lockout was the communications center for the District) and we 
were informed there were no fish in any of the lakes. Blane didn't care, he wanted activity, and so, the next morning, after breakfast, 
he was off with a sack lunch and his fishing pole. 
 
About 4 in the afternoon I spotted Blane walking up the far ridge. When he got to the lockout he displayed a limit and a half of 
beautiful native pan size trout.  He found the lakes with no trouble. The first lake was barren. The second lake had some red 
salamanders, but no fish.  But the third was full of fish.  He captured some salamanders and started fishing.  These fish, he told me, 
were hungry.  They fought for the bait. He caught as many as he could for us to eat, but the two hooks he had taken were both lost 
before he had two limits, (he had the only Idaho license).  That night I had the best trout dinner ever!  (My first fresh meat at the 
lockout) 
 
The next morning Blane went off again with his last 2 hooks. At 4 p.m. I would get a radio message with the fire weather prediction, 
and it was my job to phone this to Elmer at his location, and to the ranger at the office. The weather came in and I cranked up the old 
phone and reported to Elmer.  When I finished, Elmer asked about the lakes and the fishing.  I  must have spent some time telling him 
what had happened, leaving out the number of fish that were caught.  Then I called Ab, the ranger.  I gave him the weather, but before 
I could hang up Ab asked what Elmer and I talked about for so long.  I told him the story too, and was about to hang up when I heard 
"click, click, click..”   I had forgotten that this old crank phone was a 23 party line, and unusual phone calls would be listened to. That 
evening Blane brought back 14 trout and no hooks.  14 trout in two days per person is a lot to eat. 
 
Saturday the 4x4 with my grocery order arrived to take Blane.  Behind it was a F.S. 4x with several members of the crew, and a 4x PU 
with the timber officer and his wife. They all knew of the lake and the fish.  The timber officer even brought a camp stove so his wife 
could cook the fish as he caught them.  About 4 p.m. the gang returned and the timber officer even gave me a limit of trout so I would 
have some fresh meat.  He had a limit to take down and he and his wife had eaten at least that many at the lake. After the confusion of 
everyone checking out the lockout and saying goodbye and leaving, I found that the Timber officer had, by accident, left me both his 
limits.  20 more trout to eat. You know, there can be too much of a good thing. 
 
Now, is anyone curious about which lookout, in which district, and where the lakes are? 
====================================================================================== 
Thanks very much, Pete.  You certainly brought back many memories, for your editor, of fishing in the high Sierra in the late 50’s and 
early 60’s.   

 
 

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following sponsors 
and encourage you to think of them when considering your fly fishing needs.  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-3474 

www.theflyshop.com 

 

Crystal Springs Flyfishing 
2233 Grand Canal Blvd. 

Stockton, CA  95207 
888/954-2507 

csff@softcom.net 

 

Teton Fly Reels Inc. 
924 Church Hill Road 

San Andreas, CA 95249 
209/754-4709    800/831-0855 

Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

Rivers End Guide Service 
Bill Adelman  

P.O. Box 1094,  Richmond, CA 94802 
510/ 232-9991 

Salmon, shad, strippers 
 steelhead, bass, trout 

 



 

 
Board of Directors 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640     
Vice President: vacant  
Secretary: Sallye Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net   
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335 sanden@amafrog.com  
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765 llshaw@home.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
  
   

   
REMEMBER 2ND TUESDAY  

NEXT AFF MEETING MAY 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
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