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**  Statement of Purpose  ** 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and 
share knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and 
support the conservation of fisheries.  

 

 
**** Announcements**** 

 
The AFF meets the third Tuesday of the month in room 6 at Argonaut High School.  Argonaut High is located at the 
corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffman in Jackson.  You turn off Hwy 88 at the top of the hill in Martell, and go south to 
the end of the street.  Room 6 borders the front parking lot area. 
 
The next general meeting is Tuesday March 16:  The fly tying class will resume for 2004 at 6:00 p.m.  Glenn Stiltz will 
teach        General meeting starts at 7:00.  The program will be presented by Joe Bania.  The subject is "Fly Fishing Still 
Waters". 
 
We will also continue to update the progress of the “Fish in the Classroom” project.   

 
*** 2004 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 

 
It is that time of the year again.  The annual dues are as follows:  Individual adult $25, Family $40, and student 
$8.  New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2004 dues.   Be sure to renew by next 
month so you don’t miss upcoming newsletters.  Attention to those members who have not renewed for 
2004.  The next newsletter (April) will only go out to members in good standing for 2004.  This is an 
unpleasant thing to do, but is dictated by the by-laws, and is the only tool we have to get “poke” folks on 
membership renewals.   Additional patches can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make 
checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers.  

 
You may mail dues to: 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
President’s Message: 
 

 
It was a great time at the San Rafael Fly Fishing Show. Tons of rods, gear,  
clothing, and some superb tiers. The highlight of the show, for me, was a slide  
show talk by Ken Hanley on River stripers.  WOW, if you get a chance, go see one  
of Ken's slide shows. Well, if the rain ever stops, we should have some great  
fly fishing this year. Really looking forward to our first few outings, coming  
up soon. 
 
Hope to see you all at the next meeting.  We have a program with Joe Bania on  
still waters.  Fly tying will resume with Glenn and myself at 5:30 with a  
still water damsel and possibly Ken Hanley's antron extended body damsel pattern. 
  
Rich 
 

***  CALENDAR  *** 
 
Tuesday, March 9: AFF Board meeting at 6:30p.m. Perko’s Cafe in Martel.  All 
interested members are encouraged to attend.  

 
Saturday, March 13: Sacramento Fly tying event, fund raiser for the NCCFFF. Folsom Lake State Park from 9AM to 3 
PM.  60 tiers, silent auction of boxes of flies.  Admission $5.00. Enter the park off of Douglas Blvd in Roseville. Once in 
the park, take a right at the second stop sign then an immediate left to the Activities Center. 
 
Monday, March 15:  AFF outing at Rancho Seco. 
 
Tuesday, March 16:  Next meeting of Amador Flyfishers.  Fly tying class at 5:30.  
. 
Saturday, March 27:  AFF outing at Greenstone Pond.  

 
Saturday , April 3:  Tracy Fly Fishing Festival, Information at www.tracyflyfishers.org. 
  

***General Club Information *** 
 
The most sought after items in our monthly raffles are the flies, and especially the flies you members tie and provide as 
raffle items.  While the member flies were very much in evidence at the annual dinner, donations to the monthly raffles 
have really fallen off.  You will make Jerry 
Cassesi a happy raffle chair and the club very 
grateful, if you can provide a bit of your handy 
work for the up coming raffles.  
 
A host of AFF members found the time to visit 
the Fly Fishing Show, Feb 27-29.  Your editor 
ran into a bunch when I visited on Saturday the 
28th.  I wore my AFF cap and the vendor at one 
booth mentioned to me that AFF was certainly 
well represented judging by the number of AFF 
patches he had seen. 
 
Randy Johnson (Volcano fly rods) generated a 
lot of interest with his beautifully crafted 
bamboo rods.  Also in attendance on Saturday 
were  Bruce and Sallye Rollans, Rich Owings, 



Bill DeWalt, Dennis Larsen, Ron Calvert, and Frank Verardi.  Not bad for our small club and that is just one day.     
 

This show has become a “must attend” for fly 
fishermen and women in this area.  Having a show of 
this size and quality totally dedicated to fly fishing is 
a great bonus for our area, and hopefully will 
continue to be well attended and supported.  If you 
didn’t make it this year, make a not to look for it next 
year.  Having so many members at the show 
produced an ad hoc AFF meeting.  At left, Bill 
DeWalt presents his check for his AFF 2004 dues to 
Bruce Rollans under the approving gaze of Sallye 
Rollans and 2004 Pres. Rich Owings.  ( This is 
turning out to be the Bruce and Sallye Rollans 
commemorative issue, see below).    
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
Fish in the Classroom:  On Thursday February 19th, the 
Rollans visited our “Fish in the Classroom” fourth grade class 
taught by Carella Herberger to present an information seminar 
on the sport of fly fishing.  Your editor stopped in long enough 
to get a few pictures.  At right three of the students get a look at 
the recently hatched salmon.  Normally the acquarium is 
enclosed in white foam.  It was opened for pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below, the newly hatched little alevins.  All 50. They are alevins for about three weeks then become fry.  I wish those of 
you who get the snail mail version could see their red color. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ms. Herburger, far left in 
rear, has a great group of 
students.  They were a 
pleasure to meet and they 
have responded very 
positively to the project.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

At left, Sallye models fly fishing clothing and 
equipment, including polarizing glasses, as Bruce 
explains polarization.  I’m not sure how the students 
did on the test that followed the talk. (just kidding.) 
 
Actually Bruce provided the following description of 
what happened a few days later. 
 
“Went into the classroom Monday to change the water 
in our salmon aquarium. The teacher had left a folder 
of thank you messages from about 30 of the fourth 
grade children.  Really makes this project 
worthwhile.”    
 

 
 
 
 

***MEETINGS*** 
 
Under new AFF President Rich Owings, the February meeting was, in actuality, a continuation of the January meeting in 
which we worked to develop a more active AFF fishing program in 2004.     
 
Treasurer’s report, updated to end of February.  
 

Starting Balance:    $2,145.80  



Income:  dues             200.00 
              Raffle         54.00 

  Expense:   none 
Ending Balance:      $2399.80                                       

 
The proposal was made to permit members to list fly fishing items for sale in the newsletter.  Sounds like a great idea.  
We did it a couple of years ago and it died out.  Just get the items to your editor and based on the amount of interest we 
will work out a format.  
 
The program was a discussion and establishment of the AFF outings schedule for the next few months.  The group worked 
from the straw man calendar that Randy Baxter put together following the discussion at the January meeting and 
published in the February newsletter.  Based on the input he received at the February meeting Randy put together an 
amended that covers AFF outings through July and is presented below.  I suggest, that if you get the email version of this 
newsletter you print this schedule or store it as a document on your computer.  If you get the snail mail version, save 
this newsletter.  You can fill in dates as they become established.   
.   
 

Fly Club Outings Calendar from Randy Baxter 
 
We’re starting to set dates and organize club outings for the upcoming year.  If you have any suggestions or are interested 
in leading a group to a favorite fishing spot, contact Randy Baxter at a club meeting or at 209 368-8640.  Contact names 
and number are provided along with a little information on the outing.  Some trips may be limited and for club liability 
purposes we need to have a sign-up, so be sure to call the contact person about your attendance. 
 
March  
 
Rancho Seco – March 15, 2004, contact Joe Bania, 530 677-4263 – float tube or human powered craft to fish for large 
planted rainbow trout, largemouth bass and sunfish. 
 
Greenstone Pond --  March 27, 2004, contact Randy Baxter (209) 368-8640 – float tube, canoe or wading; poppers, 
buggers or streamers for largemouth bass or sunfish. 
 
April 
 
Ken Bush’s Pond – April 24, 2004,  contact Bruce Rollans, 209 274-0448 – float tubes for largemouth bass. 
 
Greenstone Pond Weed Cleanup – TBA (April 17?),  Contact Randy Baxter 209 368-8640.  Bring waders, anchors and 
rope, pruning saws, gloves… 
 
May 
 
Davis/Frenchman Lake – TBA, contact Dennis Larson – float tube/boats for rainbow trout. 
 
June 
 
American River – TBA  -- shore casting for American shad.  
 
Discovery Bay Stripers  -- TBA, contact Randy Baxter – float tube/canoe for striped bass using poppers/gurglers before 
sun up and Clouser minnows and high density lines afterward.  Morning trip. 
 
July 
 
New Hogan Reservoir – TBA, contact Bruce Rollans, 209 274-0448 or Glenn Stiltz 209 296-7077 – about four additional 
anglers fish for boiling striped bass out of Bruce or Glenn’s boat. 
 



Upper Truckee River (Heritage Trout Challenge) – TBA contact Randy Baxter, 209 368-8640 – Lahanton cutthroat trout 
in a small stream setting; 7+ mile round trip hike, good trail moderate incline. 
 
 
Special Fishing Reports:  
 
 Joe Bania will be talking to us about fishing still waters at the March meeting.  However, we will have had our outing at 
Ranch Seco the day before on Monday the 15th.  In the following article Joe presents his suggestions for how to nail those 
“big ones” on the 15th.  
FISH OUTING, MARCH 15, 2004 AT RANCHO  SECO       

Where: Rancho Seco Lake, on Highway 104, 1-2 miles east of Clay Station Road 
When: Monday, March 15, 2004 (rain or shine) 
Contact: Joe or Barbara Bania, Phone 530-677-4263 
 
This beautiful, clear 160-acre lake has a lot to offer.  It is one of the gems of the Sierra foothills.   
Where can you catch rainbow trout (up to 10 pounds), largemouth bass (up to 16 pounds), black crappie (dinner plate 
size), bluegill, red ear sunfish, and catfish all in the same day?  It is a real possibility at this lake.  No live bait is allowed, 
only plastic worms or crayfish—but we use only flies here, don’t we?   
Since this is a put-and-take fishery you can keep several trout for the frying pan or let them be caught again, it’s your 
choice.  Boats with gas motors are not permitted, but electric motors are OK.  Cool weather is the norm during this time of 
the year so dress warmly and be prepared for rain, and be sure to bring a windbreaker because it is frequently breezy in 
the afternoon.  Water surface temperatures are usually in the high 40’s to low 50’s with a few hatches coming off in the 
late morning or early afternoon.  Midges are readily available and abundant throughout the lake.  Getting a fish to come 
up to the surface for a bi-visible (midge imitation) could be quite challenging.  I prefer to go dredging for larger fish and 
will use an intermediate or type II sinking tip/line.  Five to seven weight rods, 8-10 feet will do nicely at this lake.  
However, if you hook a monster bass you’ll probably wish you had an eight or nine weight rod.  The record largemouth 
bass caught at this location is over 16 pounds.  I’ve caught several in the 12-14 pound range but have had several unique 
experiences on this lake with the larger fish; more information at the next meeting concerning my encounters.     
 
The water here is quite clear so fishing with fluorocarbon tippet is recommended.  You should start with 4X or 5X and go 
up in strength if you get broken off.   Various size bead headed olive woolly buggers with lots of sparkle (#14 to #6) has 
been the most consistent fly for me.  Both purple and black buggers with sparkle are also good.  Crayfish abound in the 
back of the lake so don’t rule out leeches, matukas, crayfish and small minnow patterns.  Prince nymphs, AP, CDC, and 
scuds have caught fish here. Change if you are not getting any strikes, try a variety of patterns; many unusual flies work at 
this lake. Experiment by selecting about a dozen different patterns to start your fishing experience.  See what works and 
what won’t; do not be afraid to change to a different fly.  One thing to remember, catching fish is a challenge at this lake  -
- be patient and strip very slowly; take your time and observe what is happening around you; hone your casting skills and 
always keep your hooks sharp for successful hook-ups. 
 
Safety should be your first concern while on or in the water.  Wear the proper clothing and fish with a buddy.  Cold water 
can sap your strength and leave you in a precarious situation so have somebody nearby to help if it is needed.  If you get 
chilled, it is time to get out and get some warm soup or tea in your body.  Don’t be afraid to start your truck and turn on 
the heater to get warm.  Ticks can be a problem here; if you go hiking, check your clothing and keep you pant legs tucked 
into your boots. 
 
Activities for non-fishing members of the family include hiking paths, bird watching, wildlife viewing (including the 
Amanda Blake Memorial Wildlife Refuge), horseshoe pit, and picnic tables on which to do crafts/games/etc. 
 
The park opens at 7 AM with no entrance allowed after 6 PM.  Discounts are available for seniors (age 62 and above) and 
disabled persons with placard.  Fees are as follows: Day Use=$5 per vehicle, seniors $4.00; Boat on trailer=$8.00, seniors 
$6.00; Tent Camping (water at site)=$10.00 per night; RV sites (water & electricity)=$15.00 per night, seniors $12.00.  If 
you want to stay overnight to get on the water at first light, campsite reservations should be made two weeks in advance.  
Phone 916-732-4913 Mon-Thurs 9 AM-3 PM. 
 
SMUD’s  Spring Trout Derby will be held March 13-14 so there will be plenty of large trout left to catch.  Since they are 
planted shortly before and during The Derby, they should be calmed down enough to go after flies.  SEE YOU THERE! 



 
-------- 

 
Dennis Larson sent out this email a few days ago and since it reflects on discussions we had at the February meeting on 
alternative (blasphemous?) methods to fly fish, I know he won’t mind having it appear in the newsletter. 
 
Bill DeWalt and I trolled Jay Fair flies on Lake Camanche today (Wednesday 3/3).  I had previously experience trolling 
for rainbow trout, fishing with Bill and Ken Brown,and using their rigs.  Both have the commercial set ups made by Jay 
Fair. 
 
I spend a morning in my garage looking for fishing gear that had previously belonged to my dad.  Having found a Penn 
reel full of lead core line, I put together a system similar to a Jay Fair set up. 
  
Bill and I were on the lake, poles in the water, by 8:30 a.m. Thinking the fish might be down deep, I used the full lead 
core trolling system, and Bill used his 20 foot deep Jay Fair trolling system. After 50 minutes without even a bump, we 
switched to 16 feet of lead core, in front on 85 feet of running line. My line was barely taut, with 125 feet line in the 
water, when the first rainbow trout hit!  In the next hour I landed another six rainbows, all in the 14-15 inch range.  Bill, 
fishing a similar system, landed two fish. 
 
The difference you might ask?  We were both using a Jay Fair minnow pattern, both lines were out the same distance, and 
I'm sure that it wasn't the quality of the fisherman holding the poles. I can only surmise that my 20 feet of 27 lb. Test lead 
core, compared to Bill's 16 feet of 18 lb. test lead core was at the slightly deeper, or shallower, zone. 
 
By 10:30 a.m. the bite was over and I picked up only one more fish as Bill and I explored another area north of the dam. 
 
All in all, a fun way to spend a morning. I'm sure that Bill and I will make friends and relations smile as we present them 
with a batch of fish. 
 
 
Board Meeting: The new Board has been working on a program schedule for this year.  A number of programs are in 
place.  However, please note August and September are not covered.  If you have suggestions for a program let one of the 
Board members know. 
   
March:  Joe Bania, "Fly Fishing Stillwaters" 
April:  Andy Guibord, "Fly Fishing for Stripers" 
May:  Al Smatsky, "Fly Fishing for Shad" 
June:  Randy Baxter, "Techniques for Indian Creek Reservoir" 
July:   George Cecchetti, Subject to be announced later 
August:  unscheduled at this time 
September: unscheduled at this time 
October:  The membership, "What I did on my summer vacation" 
November: Richard Hunt/Guest Speaker, Subject to be announced later 
 
The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following sponsors and 
encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-

3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 

American Fly Fishing 
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 95864 
916-483-1222 
800-410-1222 

www.americanfly.com 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

 

Adventures on the Fly 
Keith Kaneko 

4555 N. Pershing Ave. 
Stockton, CA 95207 

209-401-6370 
khkaneko@yahoo.com 

 

 
Cabbage Rose  

Gifts 
85 Main Street 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
209-267-5525 

 

 

Teton Fly Reels Inc. 
924 Church Hill Road 

San Andreas, CA 95249 
209/754-4709  800/831-0855 

Fax  209/ 754-4716 



 
 
Board of Directors 
 
 
 
 


