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**  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share 
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the 
conservation of fisheries. 

 

**** CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

Please Note!!!!! 
Two big meeting changes this month 

The meetings will now be on the THIRD TUESDAY  
 
Also, this month (only) AFF will meet in room 6 at ARGONAUT HIGH SCHOOL.  This is a one time 
happening and we will be back at Amador High School for the April meeting.  The reason for the change is to have 
tables for the fly tying demonstrations that constitute the March program.  The details of the program can be found 
under General Club Information.  Although the program is on fly trying, the fly tying class will still meet at the 
regular time (5:30).  The class will serve as a practice and setup time for the program tiers and a general tying and 
information exchange for other class members. 
 
Argonaut High is located at the corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffman in Jackson.  You turn right off Hwy 88 at the 
top of the hill in Martell, and go south to the end of the street.  Room 6 borders the front parking lot area.  
 

2003 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
Please Note:  Because we got a slow jump on dues renewals this year, we are extending the newsletter grace period 
to the April issue.  As pointed out in the February newsletter, the club unanimously adopted a change in the dues 
structure.   The annual dues for 2003 are as follows:  Individual adult $25, Family $40, and student $8 (this is 
unchaanged).  New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2003 dues.   Additional patches 
can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador 
Flyfishers.  

 
 

You may mail dues to: 
AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640 
 



 
 
 
PRESIDENT�S MESSAGE 

 
I decided to try something old/new. I offered my school room at Argonaut High 
to the club back in 1994 but the logical choice at the time was Amador High, 
since three original club members were teachers at Amador. The AFF Board set 
the next (March) meeting for tying with the idea that we will need a new room 
arrangement (with more tables) for the presenters. I found a room at Argonaut 
High that should be better for our purpose and we arranged to meet there. We 
will have nine tables and access to rest rooms! We can check out the lawn space 
on the campus near the room we are using, with the future thought in mind to 
possibly change the meeting locations. With our excellent staff of tiers, we 
should have a great time!  
 
If you have not fished for crappie in the spring with flies, you are missing out on 
a great time. This is the time to try for these silver-sided fighters. They are also 
excellent for dinner.  
 
I'll see you at the meeting. 
 
Bill 

 
***  CALENDAR  *** 

 
Tuesday, March 18:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  Fly tying class at 5:30.  The program is also fly tying.  
For details see under General Club Information.  
 
Tuesday, March 25:  AFF Board meeting at 6:30p.m. Perko�s Cafe  in Martel.  All interested members are 
encouraged to attend.  
 
Saturday, March 29:  NCFFF Fly fishing Hall of Fame.  9:A.M. to 5:00P.M.  Marin Rod & Gun Club, 2675 
Francisco Blvd. E., San Rafael, CA 94901.  Info: 510-262-5499 (bakkersmith@vom.com) or 650-464-0362 
(skajiwara@eartrhlink.net).  At 6:00P.M.  Dinner honoring R. Valentine Atkinson. 
 
Tuesday, April 15:  AFF general meeting.  The program is Jim Roberts of Buck-a-Bug who will present a program 
on advanced nymphing techniques. 

 
Tuesday, April 22:  AFF Board meeting at Perko’s in Martell.  

 
 

***General Club Information *** 
 

Fly tying, and more fly tying.  The March meeting is a return to a program that was very popular with AFF 
members, but that seems to have “fallen through a crack” the last few years.  Bill DeWalt has lined up a full 
complement of tiers as well as an information table on vises and special flies.  The tiers and their flies are:  John 
Powers: Murry's helgramite; James Yep: Copper John: Owen Jakobsen: nymphs; Sam Cooper: deer-hair mouse; 
Rich Owings: fly to be announced; Richard Hunt: proportion and techniques; and Joe Bania: at the demo-table with 
a variety of vices and especially effective fly designs.  All the tiers have been asked to provide descriptive recipes 
of their fly.  Two vises already in hand, with accompanying informational videos, are the Nor-vise and the Renzetti 
Traveler "true rotary.  Most assuredly, more vises will be onboard by the 18th.  Folks, this is really shaping up as a 
special AFF evening.   
 
Remember, the fly tying class will still meet at 5:30.  Regular class members, as well as any other interested folks, 
are encouraged to come and practice their tying and exchange information and /or get questions answered. 



 
Your editor attended the Fly Fishing Show in San 
Rafael on Saturday March 1.  Great show, lots of 
manufacturers, great casting demonstrations, ( I 
attended one by Mel Krieger), and interesting and 
informative lectures.  If you haven’t yet taken in this 
show, put it on your calendar for next year.  AFFer’s 
also in attendance Saturday (that I saw), were Joe and 
Barbara Bania, Richard Hunt, and Don Mittelstaedt.  
Randy Johnson had a booth (Volcano Fly Rods) and 
was getting a lot of interest.  As you can see from the 
picture Randy had a number of his beautifully built 
bamboo rods available to be examined and cast.     
 
On conservation issues, the Sierra Club is sounding the 
alarm about an impending situation that should be of 
concern to AFF members.  As you are probably aware, 
huge amounts of delta water are sent south.  About 5.5 
million acre feet every year.  Pumps at the south end of 
the Delta divert Delta water via the Central Valley Project and the State Water Project.  Currently these pumps kill 
four to eight million fish every year.  Especially vulnerable are winter run salmon.  In six of the last seven years the 
salmon kill has exceeded the lawful limit.  I don’t know what that limit is, but an estimated 20,000 winter run 
salmon were “blended” last March.  However, there has been progress in reducing the kill.  Because of laws such as 
the Endangered Species Act and the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, salmon have started to make a 
comeback. 
 
This could all “go by the boards”.  The new Administration in Washington is pressing the state to divert more water 
to the south to replace the water from the Colorado River they took away.  This is called the South Delta 
Improvement Program.  The plan calls for an increase in the pumping volume by replacing existing pumps with 
new pumps and adding additional pumps that will increase the pumping capacity by 57%.  At this time, plans to 
add additional fish screens appear to have been shelved.  The Initial environmental impact reports on the proposal 
are due this August.  The Sierra Club is appealing to people to contact the office of the State Secretary of 
Resources, urging a halt to the South Delta Improvements Program.  Killing fish is just one of many ramification 
from this project.  I am sure we will be hearing more as this issue unfolds.           
 

***MEETINGS*** 
 
January Meeting 
 
Fly Tying Class:   
 
Randy Baxter was a pretty busy fellow at 
the meeting.  He started the evening by 
teaching the fly tying class; 
demonstrating and leading the tying of a 
selection of steelhead flies.  In the 
picture, Randy has the attention of Pete 
Bunting as, clockwise from the left, Rich 
Owings, Owen Jakobsen, Dave Long 
and, teacher turned student, Bill DeWalt 
concentrate on completing the previous 
step.  
 
 
 
 



 
Business meeting:   
 
We had four first time visitors in attendance and two joined AFF.  A warm “welcome aboard” to Glenn Stiltz and 
Warren Kocher. 
 
Treasurer Bruce Rollans presented the state of the AFF treasury.  It is presented here updated to the end of 
February. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Month of February, 2003 
 
Starting Balance:                                  $2,409.77   
      
Income 
               Raffle                                                    64.00 
               Membership                                        335.00  
Expenses 
              Steelhead Clinic                                   50.00 
              Property maps, Club Sutter Creek Project  10.00 
 
Ending balance                                                              $2,748.77 
 
NCCFFF  AFF representative Joe Bania reported that the current NCCFFF conservation grant program has ended , 
but that a new program would be initiated at the next NCFFF Board Meeting.  Joe emphasized how important 
individual membership, as well club membership is to the success of NCFFF supported programs. 
 
Dennis reported on the progress of the Sutter Creek Project and graciously submitted this summary for the 
newsletter. 
 
I talked to Department of Fish & Game Biologist Stafford Lehr and we were correct to first determine who the 
property owners were along Sutter Creek between the city of Sutter Creek and Volcano. Mr. Lehr also informed me 
that, while in the past they had provided the city of Sutter Creek a one time plant of Rainbow trout, the budget 
restraints make it impossible to currently provide any trout plants.  Owen Jacobsen provided the AFF Board with 
maps showing the lands along Sutter Creek belonging to the Bureau of Land Management. With NCCFFF 
representative Joe Bania reporting that the Federation had no grant money available for this year, it has become 
apparent that, at the present time, there is little chance of obtaining funding to purchase fish for Sutter Creek. A 
proposal for a 2004 NCCFFF Grant is something we should seriously pursue. 
 
With DFG fish and grant funding now out of the current picture, the 
committee will work on the steps necessary to obtain public access to 
Sutter Creek, and continue looking into the possibility of establishing 
a “KID’S FISHING DAY and TOURNAMENT”. 
  
New Business:  The Board brought to the members a proposal to 
change the general meeting to the third Tuesday.  This would be a 
return to the schedule that existed before 2001.  The proposal was 
passed unanimously.   
 
Program:  Well, for Randy the fly tying was just a warm up.  Now it 
was on to step three in his compendium on steelhead fishing in 
northern and central California.  The newsletter article introduced 
and detailed the approach, then fly tying, now the lecture to discuss 
where when and how to use those flies the class had been tying.  
Then culminating it all, the steelhead clinic the following Sunday on 
the Mokelumne.  Needless to say the presentation was vintage 
Baxter.  Lots of useful information, with insight and personal 



experience, in an easy to follow and understand package.  Randy divided his talk into two sections:  “Tackle and 
Presentation” and “Slides of Areas in California”.  Your editor took a few notes and in the process of assembling 
this report noted that most everything Randy discussed regarding proper tackle and fishing techniques is clearly 
described in his article in the January newsletter in a form much superior to anything I could point out here.  I hope 
you haven’t discarded or deleted the January issue.  That article is definitely a “keeper”. 
 
Randy certainly made an attractive case for fall steelhead fishing.  The “fall season” actually starts in August and 
peaks in September and October with low, still relatively warm water.  Half pounders survive the winter best in the 
rivers and since they don’t spawn they are hungry and aggressive.  If your timing is right “you can have some of the 
best fishing you will ever see.” Rig up the same as you would for large trout and use flies that both trout and 
steelhead feed on.  In the fall you can double your fun.  “Down River” the emphasis is on long casts, downstream 
float and sweeping.  “Upstream” in trout areas, dead drift nymphs using an indicator. 
 
The slide tour featured examples of fall fishing on the Eel, Mad, Trinity, Klamath, Yuba and Feather rivers. The 
primary emphasis was on the Eel and Mad.  It was not only a beautiful scenic tour but, of course, provided clear 
examples of the types of water on which to use the various approaches Randy was describing.   
 
Some noted points:  In the fall the fish migrate upstream very slowly.  Perhaps taking five to six months for the full 
migration.  For example, in the Klamath and Trinity there are holes where steelhead hold for long periods of time.  
If you find a hole full of steelhead, you don’t tell anyone, you just keep going back.  The Mad River estuary is great 
in early fall.  Fish move on the tide.  For some reason they come up and gulp air and you can spot them.  Fish tend 
to hold in spots.  You might see a fish at a spot, come back the next day and the fish is still holding there.  Be aware 
of the effect of temperature on the fish.  In August and September use heavier tackle and bring the fish in more 
quickly.  Think 15 seconds, no long fights.   
 
Randy, you certainly made the case for fall steelhead fishing.  Thank you so much for expending the time and effort 
to share you knowledge of, and obvious enthusiasm for, this subject with us.  All the bases were hit: reference 
article, fly tying, presentation and execution.  This was the whole package.  Thanks again from a grateful AFF 
membership.    
 
   
Board Meeting:  
Bruce reported the club liability insurance premium is due for 2003 and will cost $297.84. 
 
There was continued discussion of the Sutter Creek Project. Dennis has done a great job laying the groundwork. 
Thanks to Owen we have maps of the creek showing, in detail, the public and private property along the creek.  
Dennis will contact Sheldon Johnson (the Amador County Recorder-Clerk) about who owns property on Sutter 
Creek in the areas we are interested in. The Board talked about needing one access point per mile before and after 
the Lion’s Club property.  Members should try to visit the area to get acquainted with the proposed fishery.  
 
The Board feels we must talk to Amador High School officials regarding the lack of bathroom access for our 
meetings.  
 
Bill will contact Greenstone regarding the availability of Greenstone Pond for our annual May outing. 
 
Programs for 2003: 
April: Jim Roberts of Buck-a-Bug will present a program on Advanced Nymphing Techniques.  
May: Bob Souza (spelling) from the Delta Club in Stockton. Program: Stream Fishing. Bob will do a follow up 
on-stream-demo on the Mokelumne.   
 
Board members are contacting possible speakers on their availability for programs in June, July and August.  
Possibilities are Doug Oulette, Keith Keneko, and NCFFF President Nathan Joyner.   
 
Fishing Reports:  Your editor doesn’t have a lot of detail on the outings at Ranch Seco on the 15th or the steelhead 
clinic on the Mokelumne on the 16th.  I am sure there will be full reports at the meeting and hopefully, more details, 
perhaps with pictures, for next month’s newsletter. 



 
Combining input from Bruce and Bill we can report that the clinic was very successful with either five or seven 
AFF members receiving instruction from Randy.  The day was beautiful, attendees enjoyed home made chili, hot 
dogs and beverages (our thanks to the Rollans), and saw and heard lots of wild life (including trout), but alas, as 
was the case last year as well, no hook ups. 
 
 
Joe Bania put together an outing at Henderson Springs at the end of January and Dennis agreed to provide us with a 
report.  Dennis has the knack of providing the reader with lots of nuance in his description of a fishing trip.  Enjoy.  
 
 

A Second Look At Henderson Springs 
by Dennis Larson 

 
After a very successful fishing outing last October at Henderson Springs, Ron Calvert, Ken Brown and I jumped at 
the opportunity to return to great meals, comfortable accommodations, and the prospects of large Rainbows and 
German Brown trout. Our thanks to fellow AFF member, Joe Bania, for setting up the trip.  Original plans included 
AFF President Bill DeWalt. Unfortunately Bill had nasal surgery could not get a doctor’s release.  
 
Our trip up Interstate 5 was an adventure!  We left Ron’s place in Cameron Park at 5 a.m., driving in the fog the 
entire distance. Breakfast was in Williams, followed by the traditional stop at The Fly Shop in Redding before 
heading up the hill towards Big Bend and the Henderson Springs Resort. However, Ken somehow managed to get 
us lost by missing the turnoff for U.S. Highway 99 East.  A half hour later and a few "didn’t we just take that 
turnoff a minute ago" and "I think we passed that intersection coming from the other direction," we finally found 
the turn-off heading east. 
 
Arriving at the lodge, we were welcomed with a great smile, a extended hand shake, and the prospects of GREAT 
FISHING by our host, ranch manger Mike Guida.  After putting our non-fishing gear on the covered outside porch, 
the three of us were off to Frog Lake. Fishing just the afternoon, the fishing was somewhat of an appetizer. Each of 
us had only a couple of hook ups and a total of only four or five fish were caught.  Fortunately, I landed a seven 
plus pound hog of a rainbow.  That evening Mike cooked Cornish hen, steamed vegetables and rice, followed by 
homemade ice cream and homemade apple pie. Wine was provided by members of the fishing party. Around the 
table sat the three of us, Joe and Barbara Bania, and two gentlemen and a couple from Granite Bay Flyfishers. 
 
The next morning we woke to the sound of rain on the lodge’s rooftop and to the smell of breakfast downstairs!  
We chose to fish the morning at Clear Lake, where Ron and I spent most of our time last October. The morning 
fishing consisted of grabs, lost fish, broken lines and a few behemoth rainbow trout landed.  Ron also caught a 
German brown.  The day was much colder than the previous day.  A float tube froze to the bed of Ken’s campered 
truck!  That morning we experienced rain, hail and observed the dusting of snow on the nearby mountains. 
 
In the afternoon, after lunch on the back patio of the lodge, Mike suggested we try both the Pony Pool and Long 
Lake.  Ron picked up two rainbows at the inlet to the Pony Pool and Ken caught three or four browns using a 
nymph under an dry fly indicator. That evening, just before dusk, we ventured back to Frog Lake, where each of us 
caught another fish in the 5 pound range. I believe Ken was the champion “fish getter” for the day. 
 
That evening, Mike served prime rib, vegetables, homemade ice cream and pecan pie.  The evening was consumed 
with watching the CNN report of the disaster of the reentry of the Space Shuttle. What a tragedy! 
 
Sunday morning we again woke to the smell of breakfast! But, today the skies were clear and the sun shown 
brightly!  Same routine! Fish Clear Lake in the morning, have lunch at the lodge, and finish off the day at Frog 
Lake.  
 
Fishing was a little difficult at Clear Lake. In the shadow of the trees, out of the sun, it was COLD.  Out in the 
middle of the lake, where you had the sun on you, the water was crystal clear and the fishing was difficult.  But, 
fish were caught! I did manage to also pick up my German brown for the trip. 
 



My tackle for this weekend consisted of a 6 wt., 10 ft. John Christlieb rod, both a floating and intermediate shooting 
head, nine to twelve foot leaders, and 2X fluorocarbon tippet. Successful flies included the Goblin, (size 6), both a 
Crimson John and a Chartreuse John (sizes 12-14), and both an olive and black Hale Bop (size 10).  
 
Thoughts on the second fishing trip to Henderson Springs: We laughed a lot!  About getting lost in Redding, losing 
my wallet (yes, I found it!), and leaving my fly reel at the lodge and having to borrow a reel from Ron.  About how 
each of us misplaced or forgot something during those three days.  We didn’t catch a lot of fish but the ones we 
caught were both fly reel and forearm testing! 
 
I have had a 100 fish weekend at Crowley Lake, but I have never before had a 20 plus pound fish day, catching 
only four fish!  Henderson Springs is a challenge. The fish are stocked up to 18" in the lake, and feed on only the 
feed in the lakes. It doesn’t feel like you’re fishing in a "pay to fish" lake!  
 
The weekend was capped off with our being honored with a bright clear day and a cloudless blue sky that allowed 
us to enjoy clear, sharp views of majestic snow covered Mt. Shasta and Mt. Lassen as we headed for home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following sponsors and 
encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

 
 
Board of Directors   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene’s Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-

3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 

ADD ART Framing & 
Gallery 
20 Main 

Jackson, CA 95642 
209/223-3339 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

Sutter Gold Mining Co 
Heart of the Mother Lode 

Mine Tours 
Hwy 49, Sutter Creek 
www.suttergold.com 

888.818.7462 

 

Tuxedo Custom Rods� �
P.O. Box 1167 

Stockton, CA 95201 
(209) 464-6133,  948-6500 

FAX: (209) 948-6757 
 

 

 
Teton Fly Reels Inc. 

924 Church Hill Road 
San Andreas, CA 95249 

209/754-4709  800/831-0855 
Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Rd. 
Redding, CA 96022 

1-800-669-3474 

 

Perko�s CafØ 
11988 Highway 88 

Martel 
209-223-4420 

 

 

Cabbage Rose  
Gifts 

85 Main Street 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

209-267-5525 



Board of Directors 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640  bigrockranch@volcano.net    
Vice President: vacant  
Secretary: vacant  
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448  baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335  densandi@amafrog.com  
 
 
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Member Rep. Jerry Cassesi  (209) 274-4386  lucydog@cdepot.net 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765  llshaw@attbi.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
  
   

   
NEXT MEETING IS MARCH 18. 

THE PROGRAM IS �FLY TIERS NIGHT�. 
 REMEMBER! ARGONAUT HIGH SCHOOL ROOM 6   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 
 
 
 
 
 


