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** Statement of Purpose **
The purpose of this organization is to foster and protheteport of angling with artificial flies; to teaand share
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organizelead outings; and to promote and support the
conservation of fisheries.

¥ Announcements****

The AFF meets the third Tuesday of the month in roomAginaut High School. Argonaut High is located at the
corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffman in Jackson. You turiefy 88 onto Argonaut Lane at the top of the hill in
Martell, and go south to the end of the street. Room @éeb®ithe front parking lot area.

I will be doing a July issue to catch the dropouts fromiisise. We received a wonderful of bunch of illustrateahk
you notes from the “Fish in the Classroom” students thad pfenned highlight in this issue. | just didn’t have the time
to put it together. This will be in the July issue.

The next general meeting is Tuesday June 15. It appearszedyély tying could be over until fall. Casting tak®#ace
from 6:00 to 7:00. You might consider bringing your rod for sonséiragpractice. General meeting starts at 7:00. The
June program is on "Techniques for Indian Creek ReservoiRdngly Baxter.

*** 2004 MEMBERSHIP DUES ***

The annual dues are as follows: Individual adult $25, le$diD, and student $8. AFF memberships are for the calendar
year, and the cost of a first time membership is basdte quarter system. Therefore, for the third quameaw,
memberships for 2004 are $13, $20, and $4. This does not appheteals.

New members, be sure to ask for a ghalbch when you pay your 2004 dues. Additional patches can be geoidham
Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each. Make checks, for dues anbgsatpayable tAmador Flyfishers.

You may mail dues to:
AMADOR FLYFISHERS
350 BRIERWOOD WAY

IONE, CA 95640




President’'s Message

WOW! May has been a great month, Shad and StripettseoArherican River and
fantastic spring weather, couldn't ask for anything heltare is shaping up fairly nice
as well.

Every time I'm out fishing, it is usually a learning expeces an adventure, or just

| finding something new. My last two trips to the American Rhave been adventurous,
learning new water, runs and holes to fly fish. On titesdrips | had the opportunity to
| see two Lamprey Eels, one adult and one fresh hatchlingt &\freat experience, it's
also given me ideas for a new Striper fly pattern.gtlylou know if it works or not. Itis
amazing what a voracious appetite Striped Bass haaeight numerous 6 to 10 in.
juveniles that engulfed a 3-4 in 1/0 size Clouser fly, ijjustedible!

. Well, the Shad are still in the river systems, get foybu can and experience the thrill
and the fight of Shad, It's fly fishing you shouldn't miEght lines, see you at the next
meeting. ------ Rich

Meeting and General Activity Calendar

Tuesday, June 8AFF Board meetingt 6:30p.m. Perko’s Cafe in Martel. All interested merslare encouraged to
attend.

Tuesday, June 15:Next meeting of Amador Flyfishers. Casting at 6:00.

***General Club Information ***
The newsletter schedule is now July, August, Septembeb@rctdovember, December. How much is in the July issue
will be determined by how prolific you folks are in providingum on the June meeting and fishing trips.

Fly Club Outings Calendar
Outings mentioned for June and July: American River Shetdrigj in June (date to be decided).
Hogan Lake striped bass fishing in July. This is an feyeayour own trip” club special. Bruce Rollans (209 274-0448)
and Glenn Stiltz (209 256-7077) have each offered to take twerarigt a morning/day of striped bass fishing. Call
either directly and arrange a suitable date during th&weandy Baxter made the pitch for impromptu shad and stripe
trips. He also suggested we give more consideration todhitie east side of the Sierra..

As you will see in the fishing reports AFF members raueady been out for shad, so there should be plenty of
discussion at the general meeting regarding where and wigen to

PHMEETINGS***

A |
/

May 18 General Meeting:

Fly tying class: Glenn Stiltz was jacked up about
going after shad and cranked out a pot-full of pini§
shed flies with Rich Owings and Bill DeWalt
following suit. As can be seen in the picture at
right they tied under the watchful kibitzing of Pete”_
Bunting and new member Bill Heger. This was £
probably the last “official” class until fall.
However, if there is enough interest we could
possibly continue with freelance tying before the
meeting. Itis a great way to get advice or help
from some of our very accomplished tiers. If you@
are interested bring it up at the general meeting.




At right Bill puts that advice
into practice and Bill DeWalt
and Rich join the action.

Business meeting:
Treasurer’s report, updated to end of May.

Starting Balance: $2046.99
Income:
Raffle 80.00
Expense:
Newsletter 34.88
Program 125.00
Roster and by-laws copies 8.00
Ending Balance: $1959.11

Casting: With the advent of longer daylight it didn’t take Ing
for the fly tying class and other early arrivals tothé lawn

to unlimber fly rods. At left, Glenn give a few pointéos

Bill Heger, under the critical gaze of Frank Cunha, Rich,
Randy Baxter, and Ken Handy.

NC?F Representative Joe Bania reported that he would belaigea Federation committee meeting on Juharfl
would report back to us at a future meeting. He alsategthat
the New Zealand Snail is now in the Calaveras River.

Along those lines, Joe and Randy Baxter discussed anothet tihre
California’s eco-system. The Africa clawed frogsaaknown as the
Kenyan clawed frog, is established in Southern Califain@has
now been found in San Francisco waters. This is ayprasty
customer that is actually described by frog fanciers ‘@site” frog.

A trip to the Internet produced the following informatiohe frogs
range from 2 to 3.75 inches in size. They are able tahder ice,

in salty water and burrow into the ground to surviveamditions.
They are highly carnivorous, eating anything they can catuth



alter ecosystems by gobbling up insects, fish, lizardseaen birds that fit into their large, tongue-less meuithey also
prey on the state's endangered red-legged frog.

Program: If there ever was a program that was pgérfsmed this was it. Al
Smatsky, from Delta Fly Fishers, is a licensed guide relalarly guides
float trips on the American and Yuba Rivers for shaé. wérks with the
Reel Fly Shop in Lodi conducting clinics for shad arkltead fly fishing
and teaching how to safely float rivers. He also haawvel business,
Excellent Adventures, which organizes and leads flyrigiips throughout
Northern California, Oregon and Mexico.

Because of the timing of his presentation Al spent tisé fiortion of his talk
covering the current and near term fishing conditions on theiéame Sac,
Yuba and Feather.

He then launched into his Power Point presentation etiCentral Valley
Shad”.

Introduced to California in 1871, Shad is a member of thengeiamily.
Also referred to as the silver bullet or the gray ghibeey are great fighters
and a thrill to catch.

Suggested equipment is a 6 -8 weight rod, Teemy tageiodPower flex fly line, 1-2x fluorocarbon tippet, (3-5 feet
the Sac, 4-6 on the Feather, and 6-9 on the clearer water Wtiba and American). Use colorful, very bright, feee 6
and 8. There is no clear reason why they hit these Higghey do. The mouth of the shad is mainly thin yasgih
membrane, you need to catch the cartilage at the edge robtité.

He described casting approaches. You can roll cafliyftsripping back in so that the fly skims the top fué ivater.

The basic cast and mend technique involves casting slightiseaps keep the rod high to mend. Try to keep the whole
floating line off the water. Do about three mends and Wigen the fly is approximately 45 degrees downstream point
the rod tip toward the fly and jig the fly. Use a stip, slon't lift the rod tip to set the hook.

Shad like 3-4 feet of water with mild flows. You canriwout to 7 feet but stay in mild flows. Work the shalleater
first. Let the fly drag through the bottom. The flilliind the right slot. Shad can be moody. If the suimithe fishes
eyes it means tough fishing. Shad also don't like thedgeotly overhead. Look

for shaded areas. Expect better fishing when the sun is @leifidh.

Al showed numerous pictures and maps of the rivers to diiesthe points he was
making. The invisibility of the shad, even when in cleater and viewed
through polarizing optics was impressive. It was easgéowhere they got the
nickname “gray ghost”.

The presentation had everyone’s undivided attention. Al prgpay fluency and
pleasant demeanor made a very interesting topic justninglt more enjoyable.

When introducing Al, Bruce presented him with a “shatiérman’s fishing hat”
For those windy and / or combat fishing days on the river

Bill DeWalt attended both the AFF presentation and ateedie shad clinic.
His “fishing report” is a great addendum to the prograport



Special Fishing Reports:
Thinking About Shad Fishing by Bill DeWalt

Four years ago | was determined to learn to fish therfsan River and | started with shad. Gary from the AecarrFly Shop did a
presentation on shad and we followed that with a clinithferclub. Dennis and | then tried to catch shad on twosmtawith out
any fish. In getting ready for Al Smatsky's presentatarshad last month, Glenn took me fishing two timesha@l a clinic the next
weekend and | participated. |then returned to fismigelf the next week. Well, what have | learned fedhof this?

1. Take Al's advice and go with people who know where todistil you learn the correct spots.

2. Presentation: learn to cast a 200-grain line befomeggmi the river. Holding the line necessary to throwigdifficult
to learn when you are in the current. Have different foedifferent flows. High stick your line after thast and do
not mend it, as you will be pulling in your line out oétrea you want to fish. Keep your rod tip close torheer as
you follow the line through the swing; otherwise, you wiiks strikes and prevent the person downstream from yo
from casting his line. Always use a strip for a strik&e@ad of jerking your rod way up (if the fish missed theyiby
fly will remain in the same area with the strip).

3. Fight your fish with your rod tip low and lead the fiskiagy from the other anglers when bringing in the fish lahthem
keep on fishing.

4. Be polite and do not talk to other anglers unless you khem and it is all right to talk. Don’t be a chatterloo
complainer. Don’t answer your phone or make a cainyou should be fishing. Go to the shore to use yourgpho
Last week, a guy in line with me used his phone sevienaktand finally dropped it in the river because he was
distracted with trying to get back to fishing.

5. Dress warmly enough so your legs do not get cold. Movefgetionce in a while to prevent cramping when you hook
up or move to a new spot.

6. Crimp your fly's barb. The ear or clothing you savegimibelong to you.
7. Check your gear before leaving the vehicle and do ropt anything on the way to the river. | learned theshhrd way.
8. Never underestimate the river’s flow. Record somesioh what lines, leaders, and fly worked with the diffeflems.

Shad fishing is a lot of fun and hard work at the same.tidvith Glenn’s assistance and tutoring, | caught nsy $inad on May 14. |
fished the whole day and caught two fish. Most of theropeople caught ten or more. The learning curve inegrdve next trips
with seven, eight, and ten on successive trips

Eagle Lake Memorial Day Trip by Dennis Larson

Spend part of two days fishing with Ken Brown and fisheash&y morning by my self. Weather was cool in the morbinigshort
sleeve weather in the afternoon. As usual the wamdecup each afternoon. We took Ken's boat down tottiraus at Pelican Island
on Saturday. All fish that | caught were caught befda.m. After that | had one on but he was a lon@seleAfter losing 9 of 10 fish
at Davis Lake earlier in May, | threw out the old HaEsgss and Prince Nymphs and tied up a couple dozen newliowas.a dark
olive Hare's Ear with the barb still on that landed hieddthree fish that morning.

On Sunday were both hooked only one fish and both lwatereleases. Again, my hookup on the Hare's Ear.

Ken left Monday morning. Not wanting to launch my baathie dark by myself, | decided to use my float tubeckes up another
Three fish and missed setting the take on a surface galpasldis fly. The caddis were thick on the water earllgérmorning before
7 a.m.

When | hooked my first fish on Monday, the reel handteecaff in my hands. While holding the fish on a loooooonrhnline, |
tried to put the handle back on. It worked for a momentlaed came off in my hand again. Putting the handle and washegy
mouth, | brought the 20' Eagle Lake trout in the old fashiapn w

| then unsuccessfully tried to tighten the handle but endettarmging reels and went to a floating line. Worked a#t @s the fish
were working on or near the surface.

This was a fun family weekend with spouses. On Sunday wglitent over to Stone's Landing where we had prandsT-bone
steaks. | highly recommend the Galley at Stone's Lanfdinanyone spending some time fishing at Eagle LBke.price is right!



Shad and Bass Fishing by Glenn Stiltz

On Wednesday, 5-19-04 Bill DeWalt and | fished the AmerataParadise Beach area, specifically the Log Holeg@éen the
water at about 0700, water temperature was still 62 degreesame as last Friday. The river level hagmd from the previous
week level of 2440 cfs to 1880 cfs. Unlike what Al Smatsky hatledzout the river temp being too high, | found no changma the
previous week. We started out with the same pink and whéd flies and fished unsuccessfully for about an hdarda guy
named Jerry, who lives within walking distance showedHgpfished the "frog water" below where the curreansevas and after
experimenting for a few mins. began catching a fispetting a strike on every cast. The hole he was fishama drop-off into 6 ft
deep water from 4 ft water, approx. 50 ft. in circumfeserHe had made up a special slow sink head the nighelseid it did the
trick, probably about a type one head. | fished onlj &itype 3 sinking head-the only one | own, which sank &idda the current
in the hole. Bill also had a type 3 and later changedype2 head. We both managed to catch fish by locating aleorsein faster
current and catching the school stragglers. Bill catgktieve 7 fish and | caught eleven. | got onenhefflies that Jerry uses and will
dissect it and recreate it for our use. Jerry fishdays per week, catching 20-50 fish per day, so | thisklghivill be valuable.

On Thursday 5-20 at Ken Bush Pond the water temp. was 72degnel weed growth was fairly thick. The bite wasopnwater
poppers as wooly buggers kept fouling. | used a small (1/228hgvepper, that Joe Bania had given me, to take threa®d48",

two smaller bass, two nice bluegill, and several shia#gill in about 4 hrs. of fishing. | saw Joe land salvgood size bass and Ken
Handy caught some bluegill. If the weed growth continuédniiswill be tough. The fish | managed to catch were rigttt@bank, in
small open pockets where you could only pop several tinfessbgathering weeds, which extended out about 20-30 ft.

Editor's note Don Mittelstaedt and your editor also enjoyed thisa@aKen Bush pondAlso with fair success. AFF certainly
appreciates the opportunity to fish this very picturesquel pand thank Ken for making this possible.

Burney Area Fishing, may 22-27 by Don Mittelstaedt

Three of us from the SIRS Area 2 fishing group spennh@yable and economical time fishing the Pit, Haeek; Baum Lake, Iron
Canyon Reservoir, and Lake Margaret. It was econorheEzduse we were able to stay at the PG&E employsgigiation cabins
near Lake Britton. While the cabins are very rustic, $8@ht was very reasonable.

We had moderate success on the Pit with nymphs and poweehouse riffle on Hat Creek with size 18 caddis nymadtispugh
there was also some action on stone fly dries lateeievening. We got skunked on Baum and only caught tivafison Canyon
although we had reports that fishing had been good there.

Our biggest success was at Lake Margaret, which | haessate through my membership in Wilderness Unlimitedarted out
with a wooly bugger and a damsel nymph. When all the fisthditdamsel, | started experimenting by changing the tthén four
hours | caught about 25 fish, only one of which was o atfier than the damsel. | even caught one while jusidany line dangle
in the water while | was talking to one of the othergyuy

The previous two years | made this trip on opening weekeddjat snowed on both times. This time we had greatheeand the
fishing pressure was noticeably less.

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the geerous support of the following sponsors and
encourage you to think of them when considering your shojpg needs.

Kiene's Fly Shop
2654 Marconi Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95821
916/486-9958
800/40000-fly

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Road
Redding, CA 96002
530/222-3555 800/669-
3474
www.theflvshop.cor

American Fly Fishing
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95864
916-483-1222
800-410-1222
www.americanfly.cor

Teton Fly Reels Inc.
924 Church Hill Road
San Andreas, CA 95249
209/754-4709 800/831-0854
Fax 209/ 754-4716

The Reel Fly Shop
720 S Cherokee Ln. #B
Lodi. CA 95240
209/365-7335

Adventures on the Fly
Keith Kaneko
4555 N. Pershing Ave.
Stockton, CA 95207
209-401-6370
khkaneko@yahoo.com

Cabbage Rose
Gifts
85 Main Street
Sutter Creek, CA 95685
209-267-5525
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President:

Vice President:
Treasurer:
Past-President:
Member Rep.

Member Rep.:
Newsletter:

Send newsletter input to
Larry L. Shaw

1015 Riesling Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Amador Flyfishers
1015 Riesling Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Rich Owings
Glenn Stiltz
Bruce Rollans
Bill DeWalt
Jerry Cassesi
vacant

Larry Shaw

(209) 223-2219
(209) 2967077
(209) 274-0448
(209) 274-4640
(209) 274-4386

(925) 846-0765

ROflytyer@aol.net
calleigh62000@yahmo.co
baetis@jps.net
bigrockranch@voloaho
lucydog@cdepot.net

lIshaw@comcast.net

NEXT MEETING JUNE 15
PROGRAM IS RANDY BAXTER



