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**  Statement of Purpose  ** 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share 
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the 
conservation of fisheries.  

 

**** CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

This is a two-month newsletter, do not discard or delete until after the meeting in July. 
 
The AFF meets the third Tuesday of the month in room 6 at Argonaut High School.  Argonaut High is located at 
the corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffman in Jackson.  You turn right off Hwy 88 at the top of the hill in Martell, 
and go south to the end of the street.  Room 6 borders the front parking lot area. 
 
Fly tying class at 5:30.  At the June 17th meeting the class will tie a shad fly, and on July 15 the fly will be a dry fly.  
More details can be found in the Club General Information section.  Casting on the lawn goes from 6:00 to 7:00.  
The grass is cut a bit high so it is difficult to practice roll casting, however, you have plenty of room to unlimber 
your longer casts.  

 
Don’t take a summer vacation from AFF, you will miss out on top notch programs.  In June Doug Ouellette returns 
to AFF, this time as a full time fly fishing guide and instructor.  Doug is considered a top authority on fly fishing 
the lakes and streams of the Great Basin and Northeastern Sierra.  Doug will discuss techniques for fishing still 
water sites and, of course, his home base, the Truckee.  In July the speaker will be Chris Shutes.  Chris is a 
registered guide and instructor who has been fishing the Silver Lake, Caples Creek area for 25 years.  Chris is a 
signatory of the El Dorado Settlement Agreement and member of the soon-to-be-established Project 184 Ecological 
Resources Committee.  Chris will advise us on how to best fish the above areas, and will also discuss with us the 
evolution of the El Dorado Settlement and its possible effects on the fishery.  

 
2003 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 

 
Please Note: The annual dues for 2003 are as follows:  Individual adult $25, Family $40, and student $8.  Since 
AFF does quarterly reductions in new member dues (to stay on an annual renew schedule) new members can now 
sign up in July for half price for the rest the rest of the year.  New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when 
you pay your 2003 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, 
for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers.  

 
You may mail dues to: 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
We are entering one of the most active times of the year for fly fishers. If you 
have not cleaned your rods, reels, and lines recently, it is a good idea to do so 
now. Replace leaders and tippets, (remember, as Bob Souza pointed out last 
meeting, to moisten knots before pulling them tight).  
 
The rivers and streams will be running high for a while due to the heavy April 
precipitation, but this means good water levels well into the summer.  Our local 
lakes require boats (talk to me about fishing Pardee for smallmouth bass in 
July). Many of the upper lakes are now open and fishing well. I will be trying 
for shad on the American after school is out. (out for good this time for yours 
truly).  Call if you want to join me on the river.  
 
The important thing is to get out and enjoy yourself: try old places, new places, 
new techniques/equipment, and different types of casts. Broaden your 
experiences and have fun.  
 
Bill   

 
***  CALENDAR  *** 

 
Tuesday, June 17:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  Fly tying class at 5:30.  Casting on the lawn at 6:00. The 
program will be  
 
Tuesday, July 15:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  Fly tying class at 5:30.  Casting on the lawn at 6:00. The 
program will be 
 
Tuesday, July 8:  AFF Board meeting at 6:30p.m. Perko’s Cafe in Martel.  All interested members are encouraged 
to attend.  Please note, there is no board meeting in June.  At the May meeting the Board changed the meeting to 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  
 
Saturday, August 2:  Personal Watercraft Seminar  from 9am to 1pm at Nimbus Flat State Park  
Highway 50 east to Hazel to the north side of the highway.  There is no charge for the seminar, but there is a park 
entrance fee.  There will be a great deal of gear for you to look at and try out. This is a great opportunity to actually 
test use a product you might be thinking of buying.  
 

***General Club Information *** 
 
Fly tying class details:  In keeping with the current fishing season the class will tie a shad fly at the June meeting.  
At press time Bill hadn’t chosen the specific pattern, but he will have all the necessary materials at the meeting, so 
not to worry.  At the July meeting the class will tie a yet to selected dry fly pattern.  Again all necessary materials 
will be provided.  
 
More information on June and July speakers. 
 
June:  Doug Oulette, from Reno, has talked to our club a couple of times in the past eight years.  At that time he 
was still a full time employee of the Nevada Telephone Co.  He did a lot of fishing, some guiding, but worked for 
the Reno Fly Shop as an trainer of fly fishing guides.  He is now retired and into fly fishing full time.  He guides, 
works for The Gilly in Sparks, and is currently serving as a consultant and judge for the upcoming ESPN Outdoor 
Games on the Truckee River.  These games pit 12 fly fisherman, all winners of regional tournaments, against each 
other on riffles, tailouts, runs, etc. to determine a number one fly fisher.  A fly fisherman for over 30 years, he is 
consider a top authority on fly fishing the lakes and streams of the Great Basin and Northeastern Sierra.  His talk 
will cover both fishing still water sites and, of course, the Truckee. 
 



July:   Chris Shult, is also an experienced professional guide and teacher, who has been operating in our “fishing 
backyard”.  Although his day job is as a painting contractor in Berkeley, he has found time to fish the Silver Lake, 
and Caples Creek fisheries since 1978.  In 1997 Chris started presenting summer fly fishing workshops out of Kit 
Carson Lodge and that continued through 2002.  Your editor took one of the 1997 workshops and it really jump 
started my desire to get back into fly fishing. 
 
As he fished this area over the years, he became an expert in working his fishing and workshops around the wide 
swings in flow rates on Caples Creek and Silver Fork.  When he found out in 1998 that “in the next few years a 
bunch of people would sit around a table and determine the flows in my favorite streams for the next 30 or so years, 
I decided I was going to be one of those people”.  The result was the Eldorado Agreement Settlement and the 
Project 184 Ecological Resource Committee.  In addition to sharing with AFF his thoughts on fishing the Silver 
Lake watershed, Chris will discuss his participation in, and the ramifications of this project.  
 
DFG Heritage Trout Challenge:  Randy Baxter presents us with a most interesting, intriguing, and yes, 
challenging proposal.  I recall that back in the late 50’s and early 60’s, I thought it nothing special to find, catch, 
and eat golden trout while backpacking into the high country.   Things are now quite a bit different.  This could be a 
fascinating way to try to relive (except for the eating) a by-gone era.  

 
Take the California Heritage Trout Challenge 

Randy Baxter 
 

Several years ago, David Lentz of the California Department of Fish and Game's then Wild Trout Project (now 
called Heritage and Wild Trout Project) spoke to an Amador Flyfisher winter banquet audience about fishing 
opportunities for California's native trouts. At the time the Department was trying to re-establish stocks of native 
trout into historic ranges and expand the range of others. The intent was to increase angler interest and appreciation 
of these native trouts by making fishing opportunities available. In several cases such opportunities exist. A 
recently emailed press release -- that I forwarded to those on line -- on the Heritage Trout Challenge re-ignited 
thoughts of fishing for some of the rare and obscure native trout, as opposed to the often present thoughts of fishing 
for the not so rare ones, or largemouth bass or stripers or...  
 
Briefly, the Heritage Trout Challenge is to catch, from their historic range, and record on film 6 of the 11 types of 
trout native to California. As recognition of this fete, the Department and the Fish and Game Commission will 
provide a numbered recognition certificate printed with the angler's name, dates and locations where the trout were 
caught and art of fish illustrator Joseph Tomelleri representing the trout caught. Another part of the challenge is to 
figure out what trout they're talking about and where to find their historic range. As it turns out this should not be 
much of a problem if you have access to the internet. 
 
I'm going to take the challenge to hopefully follow through with a plan I've had for several years to hike to and 
catch golden trout. If you're interested, do some research on a trout and let's discuss plans to catch them at the next 
meeting.  
 

Greenstone Outing:  Your editor didn’t make it to 
the outing so no pictures, and, I’m sorry to say, not 
much information.  I understand that the participants 
had pretty good luck.  I guess everyone had so much 
fun fishing that no one took the time to acquire 
information for the newsletter. 
 
One reason for the good fishing was the effort of the 
AFF folks who showed up to clear the shore and 
dredge out water plants.  Randy, Rich Owing, Rich’s 
stepson Jaime Kelly, Jerry Cassasi, and brand new 
members Glenn Stiltz and Ken Handy really went to 
bat for AFF.  Thanks to the excellent photography of 
Jaime Kelly we can show you how tough a job it 
was.  At left Glen enjoys a stroll through the pond. 



 
 
 
At right: Randy lets fly with a roped 
anchor to hook, tear loose, and drag 
out large clumps of water plants. 
 
Below: Glen and Rich lift large 
clumps of plants free of the water to 
carry them to shore.  The one real 
gratification these hard workers 
received was the opportunity get in 
some afternoon fishing.   
 
Thanks again guys for getting 
another year of fishing access for 
AFF members.  Remember, all you 
have to do is call the winery the day 
before you want to fish, ask if it is 

okay and tell them 
how many people 
will fish.  If the pond 
is open you can fish.  
The winery usually 
prefers that you fish 
during the hours the 
winery is open to the 
public.  This is 
usually 10-4.  
However, 
occasionally other 
arrangements can be 
made.      
 

 
 

 
 

 
***MEETINGS*** 
 
March Meeting: 
You can see in the picture on the 
right that the fly tying class adjusted 
well to their new surroundings.  As 
Ken Martin,one of our newer 
member, looks on, Bill leads Pete, 
Glen and Rich in a tricky step in the 
tying of Bill’s version of the Jay Fair 
Shad White Minnow-Trolling Fly. 
 
Business meeting: 
 
A warm AFF welcome to new 
members Frank Cunha, Ken Handy 
and Leo Millan.   



Treasurer Bruce Rollans presented the state of the AFF treasury. It is presented here updated to the end of May. 
 
Initial balance:       $2229.34 
Income: 

Raffle:         $50.00  
Membership new and renewals    $106.75  

 
Expenses: 

Newsletter:                                                            $37.41 
Program Fee                                                          $100.00 
April Program Fee                                                $200.  

 
End of March Balance:      $2248.18 
 
NCCFFF:  Joe Bania, our NCCFFF representative was absent, but Bruce Rollans filled us in on how a school program on the 
hatching and planting of game fish such as salmon and/or trout can be set up.  Obviously you need the support of the school 
and the science teacher (s).  The recommended grade is the fourth.  You get eggs from the hatchery, and stock an aquarium in 
the classroom.  A club member occasionally visits the class to monitor the project, show support and perhaps answer questions.  
A club representative(s) spend a day with the class when the hatched fingerlings are released into the wild.  AFF is proposing 
that this project be presented to NCCFFF for grant funding.  See the Board meeting report for more on this.    
 
Under new business Bruce brought up a proposal that AFF join the Delta club in a semi-annual clean-up on the Mokelumne 
River.  Members thought this was a good idea, as did the Board at their meeting.  The details are spelled out in the following 
announcement just received (June 9th) from Bruce for publication in both the Delta and AFF newsletters. 
 
Amador Fly Fishers and Delta Fly Fishers will join forces in the future on a community service project. The clubs will work 
together twice each year to help clean up the Mokelumne River between the put in site below the hatchery off highway 12 and 
the take out site just North of Clements. The spring event will be during the April/May closure. The fall event will be during 
the closure after mid-October. Members who float this section regularly in their personal floatation devices are asked to 
participate. Members who do not float the river or do not have a floatation device designed to handle moving water are asked 
to participate also; there should be plenty of drift type boats available for ride alongs. There will be a barbecue at the end of the 
day courtesy of the Clubs and George Cecchetti of The Reel Fly Shop in Lodi, California.  
 
The first clean up date is tentatively set for Sunday, November 16, 2003. More information on this activity will be in future 
newsletters. 
  
Program:  The topic for the evening was “Knots” by Bob Souza from the Delta 
Fly Fishers.  It was a fascinating hour. It is always enjoyable and interesting to 
listen to someone who both knows his topic well and enjoys sharing it with you, 
and this was the case here.  Bob compressed what is normally a “hands-on” four 
hour class into a single hour presentation and he had everyone’s complete 
attention during that time. When it was over I realized that what I needed now 
was a class with an instructor so I could learn to construct the recommended 
knots, loops and braided leaders correctly.  Maybe, if enough members are 
interested, this is something we might consider.  Maybe this could take the 
place of one of the fly tying classes.  As for the talk, I will attempt to hit some 
of the main points, but this is a really tough type of presentation to summarize.  
 
Bob has a favorite knot (that he is showing in the picture on the right) that he 
applies to almost all situation in one form or another.  It is supposedly a 
variation on the oldest fishing knot, the angler’s knot.  He initially referred to it 
as the thumb knot. However, later he referred to it as the universal knot. During 
the talk I also got the impression that he referred to this same form of knot as 
the triple fisherman’s knot, the Australian knot, and a double uni-knot.  If I am 
mistaken, please correct me on this and we will set it right in the September newsletter.  At any rate the knot is basically two 
double overhand knots that you slide together.  This knot is considered a 100% knot.  By comparison a blood knot is an 85% 
knot.  If you get wraps on top of each other as you tie a knot the strength goes out the window and you have a weak, cut-prone 
knot.  The triple surgeons knot is especially vulnerable to this problem. 
 
Most of the other popular knots were covered to some degree; the Trilene knot (good but tough to tie), improved cinch knot, 
uni-knot, Crawford, and Duncan. 
 



Easily tied braided leaders with loop ends are the way to go.  (At least they looked easy when Bob was demonstrating.)  Using 
a 14# braided –looped leader and a 4x tippet with an uni-Duncan knot Bob has never lost a steelhead due to knot failure.  He 
added that when fishing lakes like Silver and Caples, he uses a 12# braided leader and 8# tippet. 
 
Loops are an excellent way to go.  Loops can be used in almost every situation.  Bob showed examples of looping the leader to 
the line, the tippet to the leader and the fly to the tippet. 
  
Fluorocarbon is the material of choice.  Used in all situations expect for dry flies.  With dry flies only the last 14 inches is 
fluorocarbon.  The Crawford loop is a good choice for attaching dry flies because you get a straight pull on the fly.  You put an 
overhand knot just ahead of the Crawford loop to eliminate slippage. 
 
This is really just a sample list of Bob’s suggestions.  Perhaps those of you who attended can get back to me with what you 
think were important points and we can put together a list of “Bob Souza’s knot suggestions”. 
 
I must not omit mentioning the number one mistake that fly fisherman make in knot tying.  This is the mismatching of material 
diameters in tying knots.  Especially when using monofilament.  In a blood knot, a mismatch exceeding .001 inches can result 
in a failed knot, either as a cut knot or by the knot slipping apart because the larger diameter piece squeezes the outer layer off 
the core.  The sensitivity to this problem, of course, varies from knot to knot and is less of a problem with fluorocarbon, but 
care should be taken in all cases to try to closely match diameters and not overlap turns. 
 
 
Board Meeting:  The Board covered a diverse group of topics at the May meeting.  The Board proposes that the Annual 
Dinner be on Saturday night, December 6 at Teresa’s.  There are many details to still be worked out, but tentatively, the Board 
is looking at not having a speaker, (taking pity on the none-fishing spouses and guests), but concentrating on socializing, the 
raffle, and perhaps a silent auction similar to last year.  Let the Board members know what you think.   
 
More on the salmon egg school project:  Bruce informed the board that it could probably be done for something over $200.   
We probably need to buy a 10 gal. Aquarium, chillers we could get through FFF for about $200, and eggs free from a hatchery.  
Jerry Cassesi emphasized that we try to involve as many kids as possible, concentrating on the 4th and 5th grades. 
 
Our local TV station wants AFF to be interviewed again.  The egg project is a good candidate for a topic.  Bruce and Bill are 
looking into this.   
 
Because we have been bringing in some speakers who charge fees as opposed to others where we cover expenses, the Board 
decided to establish guidelines.  From the July meeting forward the fee limit will be $200.  Any action to go beyond this limit 
will require special authorization by the Board and the membership.  
 
Programs: 
August: Keith Keneko, a guide from the central valley will present  “Where Steelhead Lie”.  
The rest of the schedule is pretty tentative at this point. 
September:  Mike Weir is a possibility, as is a AFF member slide show 
October:  Nathan Joyner, Pres. of NCCFFF, is a possibility, as is the AFF member slide show. 
November:  Slide show? 
December:  Annual Dinner  
 
Special Fishing Report:  Leave it to Bruce and Sallye to end up on a tropical Island with a maximum elevation above sea 
level of 12 feet, just north of the equator.  Bruce has this report :  

 
Christmas Island: Another World 

 
As usual, I tied ten times the number of flies needed.  Well, they will always be there for another bonefish excursion. 
 
We departed San Francisco Saturday evening for a five-hour flight to Honolulu, Hawaii.  Up early the next morning, we caught 
the 6 a.m. Aloha flight to Christmas Island.  Do not miss this flight since there is only one flight every seven days.  Plenty of 
room on board the 737 with only 30 passengers.  Reportedly, the Japanese government subsidizes this flight to assure service 
for their satellite tracking station on Christmas Island. 
 
Three hours later we are going through customs on an island 200 miles above the equator; Christmas Island is the Western 
most inhabited island in the chain known as the Republic of Kiribati (pronounced in their native language as Kiribaas).  Our 
lodging was at the opposite end of the island from the only town-London-about 30 minutes by Toyota truck.  The Captain 
Cook Hotel is not something you would find in the Triple A Guide book.  Definitely third world here.  We did have reasonably 



clean accommodations in a palm-thatched cabana on the beach facing South with tile floors, electricity, hot water (something 
not generally available in the hotel proper) and a constant, cooling ocean breeze. 
 
We began fishing the afternoon of our arrival day, a walk and wade along the shore of the lagoon nearby.  We managed to sight 
cast to a few bonefish, but only landed three.  Did land a 4/5 lb. Blue fin Trevalley. 
 
The rest of the week involved a 40 minute boat 
ride into the enormous lagoon where we waded 
knee deep water on sand or coral flats often three 
miles long and one mile wide, just Sallye (who 
took the picture), the guide and me (see right).  
Weather was not always the best for sight fishing.  
Winds to 25 knots and dark cloud formations often 
led to blind casting rather than sight fishing.  No 
complaint here.  We caught fish this way, 
including a 10 lb. Blue fin Trevalley. 
 
A couple of times I had Queen fish on when small 
Giant Trevalley came after my catch.  The guide 
said these predators were about 40 lbs.  They grow 
up to 100 lbs.  Sallye caught several yellow 
snapper and one fish they call “Sweet Lips.”  This 
fish has enormous lips extending about two inches 
beyond the teeth. 
 
We returned to Hawaii for a few days at the Hilton Hawaiian Villages Hotel on Waikiki Beach.  Had a great view of Diamond 
Head and Waikiki Beach from the top floor of the Tapa Tower. 
 
One morning while Sallye worked on her tan around the pools of the hotel, I did a walk and wade off a beach on the other side 
of Diamond Head.  Before the high tide chased us to dry land I landed three bonefish, all 7 lbs. 
 
The guides on Christmas Island were native residents and very competent.  The guide I used in Hawaii was excellent.  The 
equipment we used included 8 wt. Rods and 9 wt. saltwater floating lines loaded on Ross Big Game reels.  The Trevalley rods 
were 10 wt. With 11 wt. saltwater floating lines loaded on Lampson Waterworks and Tibor Gulf Stream reels.  If interested,  
see me about the leaders I made for this trip. 
 

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following sponsors and 
encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

 
 
Board of Directors   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-

3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 

ADD ART Framing & 
Gallery 
20 Main 

Jackson, CA 95642 
209/223-3339 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

Sutter Gold Mining Co 
Heart of the Mother Lode 

Mine Tours 
Hwy 49, Sutter Creek 
www.suttergold.com 

888.818.7462 

 

Tuxedo Custom Rods� �
P.O. Box 1167 

Stockton, CA 95201 
(209) 464-6133,  948-6500 

FAX: (209) 948-6757 
 

 

 
Teton Fly Reels Inc. 

924 Church Hill Road 
San Andreas, CA 95249 

209/754-4709  800/831-0855 
Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Rd. 
Redding, CA 96022 

1-800-669-3474 

 

Perko’s Café 
11988 Highway 88 

Martel 
209-223-4420 

 

 

Cabbage Rose  
Gifts 

85 Main Street 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

209-267-5525 



 
Board of Directors 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640  bigrockranch@volcano.net    
Vice President: vacant  
Secretary: vacant  
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448  baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335  densandi@amafrog.com  
 
 
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Member Rep. Jerry Cassesi  (209) 274-4386  lucydog@cdepot.net 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765  llshaw@attbi.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
  
   

   
NEXT TWO MEETINGS ARE JUNE 17 AND JULY 15. 
REMEMBER! ARGONAUT HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM 6   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 
 
 
 
 
 


