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**  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 

The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share 
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the 
conservation of fisheries. 

 

Please note that this issue is for June and July.  Don’t delete or throw it away. 
 

**** CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

Monthly Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
in Room S-7 at Amador High School.  About the middle of the east-side of the building. 

 
The next meeting of the AFF is on Tuesday June 11.  The July meeting is on Tuesday the 9th.   PLEASE NOTE  fly 
tying will start at 5:30.  As noted last month, we have added 30 minutes to the fly tying class to allow more to be covered 
in each session and remove the pressure of running into the start of the business meeting and program.  Casting will 
continue to be from 6: 00 until 7: 00.  With the program in July featuring a casting clinic by Jeff Putnam, He will probably 
start instructing during the 6:00 hour.   
 
Our apologies to the May fly tiers.  With Rich unavailable because of a work conflict and Bill ill, the class had to be 
cancelled.  Barring unforeseen circumstances, one or both instructors will be there at 5:30 June 11.  The material to be 
covered is last month’s lesson.  That is the class will be continuing dubbing and tying the March Brown Spider  (more 
details on this session and the next few months in General Info).  The business meeting and program start at 7 p.m.  The 
program will be Eddie Perez of Tuxedo Custom Rods.  He will discuss the similarities and differences in the construction 
and performance of rods constructed from bamboo, fiberglass and graphite.  He will also walk the club through the 
construction process, from blank to finished product.  

 
*** 2002 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 

 
Annual individual dues are $20.00, $10.00 for a spouse, $30 for families, and $8.00 for students.  Because we are in 

the second quarter of the year, dues for the remainder of 2002 are currently reduced by 25% to $15 for individual 
membership, $7.50 for spouse etc.  New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2002 dues.   
Additional patches (when we get our new shipment) can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, 
for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers. 

 
You may mail dues to: 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
I missed our last club meeting due to illness.  Each meeting gives me new 
information and broadens my fellowship with members and guests.  I regret 
missing any monthly meeting/presentation.  I hope you were able to attend 
and learn about our local fishing waters. 

 
The family picnic/fishing outing at Greenstone was great!  Bruce cooked his 
steaks for everyone on his grill and we all enjoyed Sallye’s salad and chili 
beans.  Everybody who fished had a positive experience.  Big bass and huge 
bluegills were the order of the day.  Please join us next year for another 
Greenstone family picnic outing. 

 
Shad, stripers, trout, and largemouth bass waters are waiting for your arrival.  
Whether you boat, tube, or wade, our lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams are 
within a comfortable drive.  If you have not seen the Simms VCR on safe 
wading techniques, it is worth watching.  Use two wading belts with chest 
waders (one at your waist and one as high up as you can get it).  Use a 

dependable wading staff, test the waters, and be sensible about the water speed and possible obstructions.  I will 
return to fishing after school is out on June 7th and will put the safety techniques to good use.   

 
Please join us for fly tying and/or casting at our next meeting.  Until then, have fun and “fish on”. 
 
Bill  
                                                  
 

***  CALENDAR  *** 
 
Tuesday, June 11:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 5:30 we have the fly tying class and  “Casting on the 
Lawn” at 6:00.  The general meeting, starts at 7:p.m.  Program is Eddie Perez of Tuxedo Custom Rods  
 
Tuesday, June 18:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. at the Round Table Pizza in Martel.  All interested members are 
welcome to participate. 
 
Tuesday, July 9:  Amador Fly Fishers meeting.  Fly tying at 5:30, casting at 6:00.  Program is a casting clinic by 
Jeff Putman from Kiene’s.    
 
Tuesday, July 16: Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. at the Round Table Pizza in Martel.  All interested members are 
welcome to participate. 
 
Late July or early August:  Weekend outing at Jeff Kelley’s cabin.  Fishing will be at Indian Creek Res.  Perhaps 
also at other water in the area. 
 
Sunday, December 8:  AFF dinner at Teresa’s. 

 
***General Club Information *** 

 
Fly tying is now at 5:30.  The class on June 11th will continue with dubbing and will work on  the March Brown 
Spider.  The materials for this fly are: hook size: 10, wet fly; Thread: Orange or your choice; Rib: Gold wire;  
Body:  Hare's face(mask) dubbing; Hackle:  Brown partridge or hen.  Bill/Rich will supply anything you need.   
 
When you arrive at class you will find something quite special.  There will be three new tying stations at the next 
session.  These are for the use of members who forget their tying equipment or don’t yet have equipment and want 
to test the waters before they commit to the expense.  So if lack of equipment has been holding you back from 
testing the fly tying waters, no more excuses, there is a station waiting for you.  There is more on the stations in the 
Board Meeting report. 



 

In July the class will work on the Mayfly family, in August it will be the Patriot Fly, and in September the topic 
will be the minnow pattern 
 
Casting on the Lawn:  Casting really got humming at the May meeting.  This was in part due to the canceled fly 
tying class.  The fly tiers ended up in an impromptu casting class conducted by Del Crandall.  We also had three 
new visitors who had heard about the club on local radio, attend the meeting with an expressed interest in 
improving their casting.  The fact that the three visitors were also charming ladies, brings home the fact that the 
participation of women in fly fishing is quite significant and is growing.  It is estimated that women makeup 
between 15 and 20 %  of active flyfishers.  A women, Dame Julian Berners is creditied with the first written treatise 
on fly fishing "The Treatise of Fishing with an Angle," published in 1496.  Mary Orvis Marbury, who handled the 
Orvis firm's fly-tying business for her father, published a landmark book, "Favorite Flies and Their Histories," in 
1892.  
 
All this activity had us scrounging for rods and space for casters.  While it was very nice to see all the interest, it 
also was clear that the current casting area is inadequate for more than a couple of casters at a time.  The club needs 
to look at possible solutions.  More on this also in the Board meeting report. 
  
May 19th outing at Greenstone pond:  It was a great 
day on Greenstone Pond, at Clou du Lac Winery.  I 
guess we have to admit that eventually the weather 
became a minor inconvenience but it couldn’t really 
detract from a day of good fishing, great food and 
ambiance and good, if a bit sparse, comradeship.  First 
and foremost our collective hats off to Bruce and 
Sallye for an absolutely A# 1 barbecue.  The Rollans, 
ably supported by Bill DeWalt really knocked 
themselves out.  Rib-eye steaks, and hotdogs, freshly 
grilled on the Bruce’s gas Weber that he trucked in for 
the occasion.  Sallye’s special baked beans, soft 
drinks, wine all the appropriate condiments.  All this 
supplemented with the side dishes brought by the rest 
of us and you had a feast, and feast we did.  It is real 
shame that so few members could fit the outing into 
their schedules.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sam and Bruce trade fish stories over lunch, while Sallye 
who has heard it all before, tries to ignore them. 

  from the left: Don, Bill, Jim, Joe, a non fishing Dennis Larson, 
and your editor), Sam coasts into shore after a good 

mornings fishing.  



 

The quantity of fisherman was small but the quality, with exception of your editor, was high.  Jim Yep, Sam 
Cooper, Bruce, Joe Bania , Don Mittelstaedt, and your editor had the surface of the pond to ourselves.  Dave Friend 
and his grandson  were there for a time in the morning fishing from the bank.  Maybe it was the approaching foul 
weather because there was a lot of action before lunch..  At least there was for everyone except your editor.  I saw 
Bruce, Joe and Don all land a number of nice bass and numerous pan fish on a variety of flies and poppers.  Jim and 
Sam were also doing well.  Your editor caught two pan fish, one of which I snagged.  As we enjoyed our terrific 
barbecue, my lack of success was so at odds with everyone else that Joe suggested that he and the others 
accompany me after lunch and hand me the rod after they hooked the fish.   
 
After lunch the weather really started looking ominous and only Joe, Don , and your editor ventured back out on the 
pond.  Again it was probably the weather but you editor finally caught a number of nice fish, as did Joe and Don.  
The rain started as a light drizzle that was not a problem, even for those of us who had not brought rain gear.  Then 
the thunderstorm hit, luckily with no lightning, but it was gangbusters.  It was the proverbial herd of cows doing 
their thing on flat rocks.  After scrambling off the pond and changing into dry clothes in a warm car, and you could 
comfortably reflect on the day, there was the satisfying realization that even getting drenched and rained off the 
pond couldn’t detract from a very enjoyable AFF outing.  Again, a big thank you to Bruce and Sallye for the 
exceptional barbecue.          
 
Fly Fishing and Conservation news:   
 
The June issue of the California Fly Fisher had a fine article on Rancho Seco Reservoir.  Calling it “the home of 
some of the most interesting warm water fly fishing in the Central Valley.”  The article is so enthusiastic about the 
fishing there, with “six-pound bass and two-pound sunfish” that I thought it had been ghost written by Joe Bania.  
The author, Mark Tomkins, even mentions seeing “ten-pound gigantic” bass. 
 
The May 26th Sac Bee had a very comprehensive article on the Northern Pike problem.  Perhaps you saw it.   It 
covered the history of the northern pike in California.  The northern pike was introduced in 1891 into Southern 
California by the U.S. Fish Commission, a federal agency.  Of course the battle is currently centered on Davis Lake 
and the article makes the argument that if the DF&G stops battling at Davis it means the northern pike could, and 
likely would, eventually make its way to the Delta.  “With a valuable salmon fishery at stake and two endangered 
fish species in the Delta – winter run chinook and Delta smelt – the state decided the risk could not be ignored.”  
Because of the political hassle over the poisoning of Davis Lake in 1998 the state is treading lightly right now but 
still determined to take action, perhaps with detonation cord.  At the end of the article there was a quote by Les 
Kaufman, an invasive-fish specialist at Boston University.  ““You always choose your poison, one way or another,” 
said Kaufman.  “Either it’s going to be a chemical poison or a biological poison.  Pike is a biological poison.”” 
 
Senator Barbara formerly announced on May 24, her proposed bill to add 2.5 million acres to California’s federal 
wilderness areas.  In our area, the bill would create two new areas, Meiss Meadows and Caples Creek. “A channel 
between the two, roughly running along the route of a four-wheel-drive road between Forty-two Mile picnic ground 
on Highway 50 near Lovers Leap and the north shore of Caples Lake, is left open for vehicular access.” …. “The 
terrain varies between meadow land, forest, and smooth granite rock surface.”   Senator Boxer said "During the last 
20 years, 675,000 acres of unprotected wilderness - approximately the size of Yosemite National Park - have lost 
their wilderness character due to all sorts of activities, such as logging and mining”……  “According to Boxer, her 
bill will ensure that the designated areas will remain open for recreational activities, including horseback riding, 
fishing, hiking, backpacking, rock climbing, cross country skiing, and canoeing. However, the wilderness 
designation will no longer allow logging, construction, or access by motorized vehicles. (italics material taken from 
the Placerville Mountain Gazette). 
 
As one would expect, there is strong opposition to this bill from the mining, logging and gas and oil industry.   
However, there is also strong opposition from off-road organizations, and deep concerns have been expressed by 
representatives of ski resorts, and people, municipalities, and municipal agencies that live and work adjacent to the 
proposed areas.  
 
 



 

On the international scene, the U.S. Department of Energy just sent a study to the UN agreeing that global warming 
is a reality and the process has been accelerated by “human action, mainly the burning of fossil fuels.”   
However, there were no proposals to decrease emissions.  Rather the report, U.S. Climate Action Report 2002, 
“strongly concludes that no matter what is done to cut emissions in the future, nothing can be done about the 
environmental consequences of several decades worth of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases already in 
the atmosphere.”  ( Taken from an article in the New York Times).  And it recommends “adapting to inevitable 
changes instead of making rapid and drastic reductions in greenhouse gases to limit warming.”  A representative of 
the Wild Life Federation  said “How can it acknowledge global warming is a disaster in the making, and then refuse 
to help solve the problem?  A White house spokesman responded by saying “It is important to move forward on the 
president’s strategies for addressing the challenge of climate change and that’s what we’re continuing to do.”  So 
there you have it. U.S. industry is unhappy, U.S. conservationists are still unhappy, the countries that signed the 
Kyoto Protocol agreement are still perplexed and unhappy, and the world continues to heat up at an accelerating 
rate. 
 
The European Union has proposed to member countries that their fishing fleets be drastically reduced.  If endorsed 
by EU ministers later this year, “the reforms will result in an 8.5% reduction in the size of the EU fishing fleet - the 
equivalent of 8,600 vessels - and cuts of up to 60% in allowable catches.”  Europe has had a drastic fall off in 
commercial fishing yield in recent years and it correlates directly with the increase in the number and size of the 
fishing boats.  Spain, which has the largest fleet, France, Greece and Ireland are the major opponents to any 
reduction.   
 
Closer to home, DF&G scientists have recommended that coho salmon be granted endangered species protection 
along 200 miles of California's North Coast, from San Francisco bay, north to Punta Gorda, and threatened species 
protection from there to Oregon. The Department of Fish and Game report that included the recommendation “has 
drawn skepticism from some logging companies, farmers and landowners, who would be required to take 
precautions not to harm the fish. ……..In areas closer to San Francisco, the coho is disappearing or has nearly 
vanished, according to the report.  The coho now occupy only about 61 percent of their historic habitat.…… The 
report will go to the state Fish and Game Commission, which is to decide the fish's fate in August.”   (excerpted 
from the Contra Costa Times May 30, 2002 ). 
   
 
AFF Historian:   Remember, contact Sam Cooper with any AFF anecdotes or questions you might have. 
  

 
***MEETINGS*** 

 
Last Meeting:   There might not have been a fly tying class 
before the meeting but class definitely was in session.  As 
noted earlier, the area in front of S-7 was filled beyond 
capacity with casters.   There might not have been a 
clasThere were four groups of casters vying for space.   

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruce brought us up to date finiancially.  The report, as of the end of May, is shown below. 
 
Starting Balance:                                  $1905.10   
      
Income 
               Raffle   67.00       
   Membership  

2 new single adult      40.00         
  
Expenditures 
 Reimburse overpayment of dues for  

2 members           10.00     
Raffle flies, 10 dozen         90.00    
Raffle books (5)          30.32   
Newsletter postage and copying       68.33   
Accounting error                 .10                

                                                                              __________ 
Ending balance            $1,813.35    
 
 
A warm welcome to George Bartich, who became a member of our august group at the May meeting.. 
 
NC2F3:  Joe Bania brief the club on the up coming quarterly meeting of Federation at Lake McCumber.  A 
previewed at last months AFF meeting,  The  Federation will be introducing major changes in how they operate.  
There will be more emphasis on conservation and a closer identity with local clubs.  Clubs will be asked to adopt 
designate (adopt) a local water or waters.  Joe is attending this meeting and will report at the June meeting.   
 
Fishing reports:  Joe Bania had good luck at the club outing April 27 at KenBush’s pond, at Bear Lake where he 
caught seven or eight mackinaw   to 37 inches.  He froze at Mardis Lake and had great luch on the Carson at 
Markleville. 
 
Bruce Rollans reported that the fishing in Las Vegas was poor but “Elvis” was great.  He also fished the Stannislaus 
below the dan with relatively poor results in low water. 
 
Don Mittelseadt reported on a trip to the Salmon River in Idaho where the steelhead fishing is the “best in 30 
years”.  However, it was combat fishing with  
 
 



 

Program:   The program was on fishing local waters and John Powers and Pete Bunting did a great job of whetting 
the appetites of those present about 
hitting some loca spots. 
  
 
Last Board Meeting:   
The Board was disappointed that so few 
members missed such a great time at 
Greenstone Pond.  The Board will be 
bringing to the membership the 
suggestion that the annual outing be 
moved to Saturday and promoted as a 
full family outing.  A date has been 
chosen, Saturday May 17, 2003.  There 
is a potential conflict with the annual 
custom car show.   
 
The Board authorized the purchase of 
three fly tying stations for use during 
the fly tying class.  In discussion the 
consensus of the Board was that if pressure to use the stations is high and more could be used, the Board is prepared 
to authorize the purchase of up to three more.  Bruce Rollans who worked on this proposal with Bill DeWalt, had a 
number of bids from local shops for set-ups that include a basic vice, scissors, bobbin, whip finisher and hackle 
pliers.  The bids ranged from $38 to $49.  Bruce was authorized to select the package that he felt, upon inspection, 
represented the most value for the money.   It was decided not to purchase tying materials as these will vary from 
lesson to lesson, and Bill felt that these could be brought on board as needed.  Bruce plans on having the trying 
stations available for the June 11 class. 
 
The Board was very pleased to see the large turnout for casting at the May meeting.  While realizing that the 
pressure on the casting area was due, in large part, to spill out from the canceled fly tying class, there is the 
realization that it is a lousy place to cast.  The Board is not sure how best to promote casting.  If we try to find non-
conflicting space on the football or softball field, those areas are quite remote from our meeting room.  The club 
will have to come with some sort of a solution before the casting clinic at the July meeting. 
 
We are out of patches, perhaps there are a couple left.  Barbara Bania, who was instrumental in designing and 
obtaining our patch has been working with Bruce Rollans in getting bids to supplement our supply.  Barbara has 
obtained a bid of $1.80 per patch.  This is the same company that make the original patches.  Bruce is placing an 
order with them and also getting a bid on club logo caps. 
 
The board is continuing to fatten up the raffle.  We have received the shipment of flies that will be proportioned out 
to the monthly raffles.  At Bruce’s suggestion we are purchasing a number of fishing guides (Bruce found a two for 
one offer) for the raffle.  However, by far the hottest items at any raffle are the member tied flies.  Please continue 
to donate the your work.  There is a special thrill to winning flies tied and donated by club members. 
 
Since last summer the club has acquired 14 new members.  We also have lost a few members but the growth is 
obvious   Some of this is due to the club’s effort to get the word out.  We try to get a monthly notice in the Ledger, 
Jeff Kelley, Dennis Larson, and Bruce Rollans discussed AFF on live local  TV in February, and Bill DeWal;t 
contacted the local radio station who makes 
 monthly announcements.  Also, members personally pitch the club to their friends and bring them to meetings.  
This year we created a new Board position, Member Liaison, and Dave Friend fills that position.  If you have 
questions about your current membership, are interested in membership, or have suggestions for the club, Dave’s 
your man at 209-274-6167 or dafriend@cdepot.net.  
 
Dennis Larson presented to the Board a preliminary, but very comprehensive proposal dealing with improving the 
quality of fishing, and participation by the community, on Sutter Creek.  You might recall, that at the February 



 

meeting Dennis and Jeff Kelley suggested to the club that we should consider working to reestablish the fishery on 
portions of the 10 mile stretch of Sutter Creek between Volcano and Sutter Creek.  The current proposal by Dennis 
is a complete program outline for that project.  The Board was very impressed with the plan and unanimously 
supported bringing it to the members.  Sorry about  the lack of newsletter details on the proposal ,but it is best to 
wait and get the complete picture when Dennis presents it at, most probably, the August meeting.      
 
The program for the year is complete.  In September Robert Lockhart Jr., operator of the Lake Amador Hatchery, 
home of the cuttbow, will address significant changes made to the hatchery since he last spoke before the membership.  This 
will include the feeding program, and changes going on at the Lake to both use the lake as a breeding site and improve access 
for fishing. 
 
program calendar: 
 
July 9:  Jeff Putnam of Kiene’s will conduct a casting clinic.    
Aug. 13:  Fishing video night, Board will provide desert 
Sep. 10:  Robert Lockhart Jr. on the Lake Amador Hatchery. 
Oct. 8:  AFF slide show 
Nov. 12:  Richard Hunt 
Dec. 8:   AFF Annual Dinner 
 
 
Special Fishing Stories: 
 
We have three offerings from AFF members to peruse over the next two months.  While two of our authors, Joe 
Bania and Pete Bunting have graced these pages before with their writing, we have a first time contributor in Ron 
Calvert.  Ron lives and works in Folsum and can’t make it to monthly meetings, but you might have met him at the 
last two annual club dinners or on AFF outings.  Ron and Dennis fished opening day on Poore Lake, Joe was at 
Henderson Springs and Pete has a fishing reminiscence.  Fellows, thanks for sharing your stories with us. 
 

FISHING WAS "POORE" 
By Ron Calvert 

 
Much is written about the brook trout of Kirman Lake, near 
Bridgeport, CA.  However, if you're up for a change of scenery, a 
nearby (and lesser-known) sister water, Poore Lake, offers an 
alternative experience that's almost as good.  On Cinco De Mayo, 
Dennis Larson and I loaded up our float tubes and hiked the 3+ miles 
into this slightly larger neighbor of Kirman.  The trailhead for Poore 
Lake (as well as Secret, Roosevelt, and Lane Lakes) starts at the 
Leavitt Meadows campground, on Highway 108 near the US 
Marines Survival Training Camp.  The best hiking route in is to 
follow the West Walker trail, a right hand "Y" occurring shortly after 
the trailhead.  Hiking time is about 1.5 hours at a decent pace. 
 
The morning fishing was (ironically) poor, even though we 

practically had the entire lake to ourselves.  Occasionally an odd fish worked the top water here and there, so we 
kept our attack sub-surface; but intermediate sinking lines and trusty mohair leeches only brought 4 fish to hand 
after 4 hours of fishing.  By noon, other day hikers had arrived: roughly 20 fishermen Lined the western bank, with 
a 4:1 ratio of "lure and bait guys" to flyfishers.  Throughout the morning, we watched with frustration as castmaster 
spinners and nightcrawlers raked in limits of brookies, and started thinking that Poore might not be much of a 
flyfishing lake after all.  It seemed that to catch fish, you needed to be deep: either with live meat or something 
flashy. 
 
In the afternoon, a light breeze came up, putting some small chop on the water's surface.  Desperate to get 
something going, we changed our afternoon tactics to match the spincasters: using fast-sinking lines, we began 

I thought I’d have you meet Ron Calvert and 
an opening day Poore Lake “brookie”. 



 

trolling and stripping and sparkly beadhead crystal/woolly buggers, especially near steep banks and across 
underwater shelves/drop offs.  (Sort of  the "Pyramid Lake" technique used for Lahontan Cutthroats.)  Suddenly 
"Poore" became very “good".  Over the next 4 hours we each landed another 15 and 14 fish respectively.  These 
were beautiful brook trout – almost silver-gray in color - and nearly as long (though not as fat) as Kirman fish: most 
were in the 11-14" range, with a few brookies at 14-16". 
 
By 4pm, we had the Lake all to ourselves again, but it was time to start the hike home.  Poore Lake had given up a 
few secrets along with its brook trout, which all added up to a good day of fishing - proof that new waters and new 
techniques sometimes result in new good fishing memories! 
 

HENDERSON SPRINGS --- A GREAT PLACE TO FISH  
By Joe Bania 

 
My first trip to Henderson Springs was in February this year, and I was so impressed I went back again in April.  It 
is a 500-acre ranch emphasizing conservation and providing a tremendous “catch and release/fly fishing only” 
experience.  Here, one can fish for big browns, kamloops, Eagle Lake trout, bass and catfish in various waters (4 
lakes, a pond, and a meandering stream).  Access is limited to no more than a dozen fly fishers at any one time and, 
to further protect the fish, the fishery is only open for a few months in the Spring and again in the Fall.  You can 
find a place to fish by yourself, observing nature in all its beauty, or, if you prefer company, you can get together 
with others and have a little friendly competition on hooking a few big ones.  You can walk to many of  the places, 
but most prefer to drive and get on the lakes as soon as possible.   
    
All four lakes are very different.  Big Lake, the largest (about 30 acres) has large browns, rainbows, catfish and 
bass; Clear Lake is about 5 acres with a lots of weeds but many big fish; Frog Lake (about 20 acres) has large 
kamloops and Eagle Lake trout,  many in the 22-28 inch range and a few over 30 inches; and Long Lake, which is 
probably the most unique lake, consists of several large ponds connected through a series of narrows channels, and 
has many large kamloops, Eagle Lake trout and bass.  Most of the lakes are spring fed and have a series of water 
falls/inlets and outlets that connect each other.  Water is also provided from the many existing streams in the area.  
A map is provided upon arrival showing the various trails and roads into the magnificent wilderness area. With 
plans to transform Big Lake into a brown trout fishery, this lake will be a premiere place to visit in the future.   
 
Dad’s Creek serpentines through the meadow behind the main lodge and holds a good population of wily trout.  
Sadly, I didn’t get to fish Dad’s Creek, too marshy, but plan on fishing there with hoppers for browns in October. 
 
In February, I spent the first day walking around several lakes to get a feel of the area and what insects were 
coming off.  Fishing from shore, I caught 16 to18 fish, several being trophy size.  I started with 4X fluorocarbon 
tippet on a 15 foot intermediate sink tip but discovered after breaking off four or five fish that this light tippet 
wasn’t going to handle these large fish.  They hit the black leech patterns and kept on going.  I felt that my 9 foot 6 
weight GLX rod was in for a major workout, and probably would wind up being sent back to Loomis for repair.  I 
really thought I had brought too light of a rod after the first day of fishing.  Controlling these larger fish is a big 
problem and I needed more backbone in the rod for such strong brutes.  People do fish with lighter rods here, 5 
weight is the lightest recommended, but being towed around for 5 or 10 minutes doesn’t do the fish any good or 
sustain the fishery.  My advice is to bring up a 6 or 7 weight rod and heavy tippet; the fish aren’t leader shy.   
Before I went to bed that evening I tied 2X leader to my fly line and added 18 inches of 3X fluorocarbon for tippet.  
The next day I lost only two fish, and caught over 40 fish even though I fished only part of the day.  With the 

surface water temperature in February at 44
o
F., these fish are still very active and it is not unheard of to catch 35-50 

fish per day.   
 
In April, I brought up a Scott 6 weight heliply saltwater rod and was amazed how quickly I could get the fish in and 
released.  The fishing was very good again with several fish in the 25-29 inches.  Eagle Lake trout really jump after 
being hooked, so stay with the heavier tippet or you will lose them.  I was still using the intermediate sink tip, but 

with the warmer weather (84
o
F.) some baetis were coming off so I switched to small dries.  No takes on smalls, but 

I did manage to get several fish with #4 and #6 humpies.   
 
Besides a great fishing, there is a comfortable lodging and outstanding food.  The lodge resides in a meadow, at 



 

about 2,500’ elevation.  The accommodations are very comfortable with 7 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 4 fireplaces and 
a big screen TV in the lodge.  The 30 foot high fireplace in the living room makes for an enjoyable area to talk 
about the big ones that got away or just relaxing and thinking about tomorrow’s adventures.  The cabin nearby 
sleeps six maximum and was completely built from lumber on the ranch.   
 
The food is out of this world.  In February Mike (who is a gourmet chef) served Cornish game hens and all the 
trimmings one night; the next night was seared salmon, and catfish caught from their own lakes, with fresh 
vegetables and lots of mushrooms.  In April we had bass caught on site and barbecued chicken, along with prawns 
and scallops.  Everything is made from scratch and is truly delicious. Before dinner there are hors d’oeuvres, and 
after dinner there are the desserts (hot apple pie with ice cream, chocolate cake and special sauce to name a few).  
Breakfasts are great with eggs, pancakes, bacon, sausage, cereal, juice and plenty of fresh fruit.  Picnic lunches are 
made to order with fresh roasted turkey and/or ham (no processed meats), fresh fruit, beverage, and cookies.  There 
are even picnic tables at the lakes to sit down and relax.  Barbara said she must have gained five pounds in 3 days!   
 
Bald eagles, nesting honkers, turkey, quail, otter, beaver, deer, fox, or occasionally a bear or mountain lion might 
be spotted on the property.  With trails and roads named Big Foot Run, Hungry Bear Lane and Spring Road, you 
get a feeling of really being in the wild.  It is so quiet here in the evening and, with no light pollution, you can really 
see the stars up close and distinct.  This is truly an experience that you should not miss.  Excellent fishing, great 
food and a peaceful nights rest -- I could stay here at least a month! 
 
 

ANOTHER "TRUE" FISH STORY 
By Pete Bunting 

 
This true story involves a friend who recently passed away. Dean had some property behind Ham's Station, and on 
the property was a cabin and a lake which had been stocked with trout. Dean loved to go to the property and when 
he did he always fed the fish. Dean was one of the two men wno filled lhe roll of grandfather to our son, Moki. 
 
When Moki was about 10, we were working with Dean at the cabin. When we 
finished our work Dean took us onto the dock and tossed out some fish food. The water 
boiled with fish as they gobbled up the food. Then Dean turned to Moki and asked if he 
would like to catch a fish to take home for dinner. Of course Moki said yes. Dean pointed to 
a pole and picked up a jar of eggs from its hiding place and told Moki to go to it. 
 
Moki baited his hook and made several feeble attempts to cast, but with little success. Dean offered to cast for 
Moki, did so, and handed the pole back to Moki.  Almost immediately the line snapped tight and reel started to sing 
as a large fish took the bait. Moki tried to reel in tine while Dean started giving conflicting instructions on what to 
do. That fish ran, Dean kept up his directions with hand motions, and Moki tried to please everyone including 
himself. I just started to laugh. 
 
After a few minutes Dean started to look more closely at the fish that had taken the bait.  He realized it was his 
prize 8 pound trout, the largest in the pond. This was HIS fish, and HE wanted to land it. No little kid was capable 
of handling such a big fish, but Dean was also a person who kept his word: He had offered the chance to eat a fish 
to Moki.  Now he needed to get Moki to relinquish that task back to Dean. Dean started offering extra help; are you 
getting tired? do you want me to take over? maybe I could get the fish tired out for you. Moki was not going to give 
up that pole, he just kept cranking in that line. It was a lot of fun watching those two kids try and land that fish, one 
10 year old, and the other 55 year old. 
 
After several more minutes Moki got the fish within netting distance, and Dean scooped it up. It was a beautiful 
fish, and weighed all of 8 pounds. True to his word, Dean cleaned the fish, cut it into good size cooking sections, 
and gave it to Moki, who, with some encouragement from me, gave some back to Dean as we could not eat it all. 
 
That is one of several very warm memories I have of Dean, and the times we worked and played together, and how 
he was such a wonderful grandfather to our son.  And that trout tasted all the better for the laughs and the 
knowledge that it was caught by my son and a man that graciously acted as his granddad. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


