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Hang on to this newsletter.  This newsletter is for both June and July and might be for August as well. 
 
 

     **  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share knowledge and 
techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the conservation of fisheries. 

 
 

**** MEETINGS and CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 
 
OUR NEXT MEETING: June 12.  Casting on the lawn at 6-7:p.m. Business and program at 7:00.  The June program is 
on “Local fishing Waters”, presented by John Powers, Jeff Kelley, Pete Bunting and Jim Yep.  This is the program many 
members have been asking for so be sure to put this on your calendar.  The July program, on July 10th,  will be on stream 
fishing dry flies, presented by Bob Souza from the Delta Club.  There will also be a  casting demonstration and class the 
following Saturday at 9: a.m., lead by Bob Souza, at Lion’s Park (details farther along in this issue).  The August 14th 
program will feature Leo Gutierrez, also from Delta, on fishing for Tarpon.   

Note! We meet in Room S-6.  About the middle of the east side of the building. 
 

*** 2001 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
 
Dues are $20.00, $10.00 for spouse, $30 for families, and $8.00 for students.   New members, be sure to ask for a club 
patch when you pay your 2001 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make 
checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers. 
 
 
 

You may mail dues to: 
 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
P.O. BOX 935 

SUTTER CREEK, CA  95685



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
We are entering one of the most active times of the year for flyfishers. If you have 
not cleaned your rods, reels, and lines recently, it is a good idea to do so now. 
Replace leaders and tippets (remember to moisten knots before pulling them tight).  
The rivers will be running high for a while, but the streams will be ahead of 
schedule (low). Our local lakes require boats (talk to me about fishing Pardee for 
smallmouth in July). Many upper lakes are now open and fishing well. I will be 
trying for shad on the American after school is out (call if you want to join me on 
the river).  
The important thing is to get out and enjoy yourself: try old places, new places, new 
techniques/equipment, and different types of casts. Broaden your experiences and 
have fun. Bill  
I  will be organizing the annual Eagle Lake trip for the end of the third week in 
October. Four of us had a great time last year and everyone caught fish. Contact me 
about signing up.  
 
Bill 

 
 

***  CALENDAR  *** 
  
Tuesday, June 12:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 6:p.m. we have casting on the lawn.  The general meeting 
at 7:p.m   There have been numerous requests for a program on fishing the local waters.  John Powers and has put together 
a knowledgable group of AFF members to discuss the “where, when and how” of fly fishing the streams and lakes of 
Amador, Calavaras, and El Dorado counties.  John will be joined by Jeff Kelley, Pete Bunting, and Jim Yep.  Randy  as 
well as, I am sure, a number of kibitzers.   
 
Tuesday, June 19:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. Round Table Pizza, Martel.  All interested members are welcome to 
participate. 
 
Saturday, June 9 & September 22:  Free fishing days 
 
Tuesday July 10:  July meeting of AFF.  The program will be presented by Bob Souza who will present the basics of dry 
fly stream fishing.  Bob is a member of The Delta Fly fishers.  
July's program is specifically designed for those new to fly fishing who want to fish dry flies on streams and rivers, but even if you 
have been at it a while, there is always something new to learn.  The is a program with a bonus. 
 
Saturday July 14:  If enough interest is shown , Bob will meet with AFF members and friends at , at 9:a.m., at the Lion’s 
Park  on Sutter Creek just East of town for an “on the water” demonstration and participation lesson on dry fly stream 
fishing.   Bruce and Sallye Rollans, who arranged this program, will provide soft drinks and water.  
 
Tuesday July 17: Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. Round Table Pizza, Martel.  All interested members are welcome to 
participate. 
 
Tuesday August 14:  Monthly meeting of AFF.  The program will be on “Fishing for Tarpon” and is being presented by 
Leo Gutierrez, also from the Delta Fly Fisherman. 
 
Tuesday August 21: Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. Round Table Pizza, Martel.  All interested members are welcome to 
participate. 
   
 
 

 
 
 



 

***General Information and Happenings*** 
 
Bill DeWalt has purchased a quite reasonably priced water proof camera that will shoot slide film.  He found it in the 
Early Winters Summer catalog.  Bill reports the camera costs $49.95 ($52.20  with shipping), and will use any standard 
35mm film, including slide film.  The camera is called the Submarine 35 camera, has a catalog number of 72676 and is on 
page 42 of the catalog.  You can contact the catalog at 1-800-458-4438 or on the web at www.earlywinters.com.  
 
Casting on the lawn accuracy training and competition:  

  At the June meeting we will be following up our 
May work on the straight roll cast for accuracy 
with the roll cast across the body for accuracy.  In 
July we will be stack casting for accuracy, and in 
August we will work on distance casting.  The 
folks that are taking part are really having a good 
time and improving their casting.  Trying to hit the 
rings lends purpose to the casts and provides the 
incentive to make each cast as correctly as possible.  
If you haven’t tried it yet you might find you enjoy 
this series that Dennis has setup.  
      
Left: John Powers watches in awe as Dave Friend 
rolls that fly right out to the ring and Dennis Larson 
and Pete Bunting  “rig up”.  

 
Outings:  May 19:  We had a wonderful time at Greenstone Pond.  The weather was perfect, the fish were somewhat 
cooperative, the food was great, and the company was outstanding.  Jeanne Cooper, Sam Cooper 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***MEETINGS*** 
 
Last Meeting 
 



 

 
 

Fly Fishing for Shad on the American River  

Rods: An 8'6" to 9'6" rod for #6 through #9 weight line with medium to faster action would be the range of rods to be used 
under varying water conditions. A rod with a powerful butt section is helpful in fighting heavier fish in a fast current and 
is also helpful in getting a sinking line and weighted fly up and out of the water. Longer, more powerful rods are also best 
for casting in deeper wading conditions usually associated with shad fishing.  
Reels: A medium to large single action reel with adjustable drag and palming rim. Larger diameter reels filled properly 
will give you a faster line retrieve rate which when fish swim straight at you. Lines Reels should contain a minimum of 
100yds. of 20-30lb. braided dacron backing. Using a uni-knot or blood-knot, attach 100' of 20lb. Amnesia monofilament, 
or Dai-Riki slimeline running line. A clinch knot should be used to attach the running line to the loop end of your 30' 
shooting taper. This system is designed for longer casting on big rivers and allows you to change quickly to various sink 
rates. This is important as the flow and depth can vary greatly. As a general rule use one size larger shooting head than the 
marked size of your rod. Start with a #2 and a #4 sink rate and add others when you think you need them. With the same 
brand and the same sink rate, a larger line size will sink faster than a smaller one. In low water conditions you can be 
successful with a 10'-20' sink-tip floating line.  
Flies: Shad flies range in size from #2 through #10 depending on visibility. With bright sunlight and low clear water, shad 
can become very spooky and will take only small flies. On a cloudy day in deep water with low visibility, or low light in 
the morning or evening, large, heavily weighted flies are needed to get the fish's attention. Some of the best colors are 
chartreuse, orange, yellow, white, and red. These colors are usually put on silver hooks with silver, gold or pearl tinsels. 
Lead wire, lead eyes or bead chain eyes will help to sink these flies to the fish.  
Wading: Chest high waders are needed for the spring water conditions. Neoprene waders are the safest and will also keep 
you warmer. Wading boots with felt soles and studs are recommended. A wading staff is a nice option in the high flows of 
spring. Also, some new flotation devices have come out that are inflated with a CO2 cartridge and will hold you up in the 
unfortunate experience of falling in.  
Season: April through August is the extreme duration of the run of shad from the ocean to their spawning grounds. The 
timing and duration of the run is closely related to snow-pack and run-off. Shad free spawn in the surface of the river. 
They search for the perfect water temperature and flow in their particular drainage. These variables will determine when 
and where they spawn. Shad can often be found swimming near the surface in the morning and evening because the light 
levels are lower and they are less visible to predators. This makes it easier to get a fly to them. In the mid-day they are 
usually hunkered down and concentrated in the deepest part of a run. At this time you can hook a good number of fish if 
you are able to find the slot and get the fly down to them.  
Leaders: 4' to 6' leaders are a good length for faster sinking lines in deep water situations. Longer leaders can be used in 
low, clear water conditions. Tippet diameters can range from 0x to 3x depending on depth and fly size.  
  ______________ 
  Alan Barnard 
  Kiene's Fly Shop 
  Sacramento, Ca. 
  barnard@ns.net 
  _______________________ 
  WWW Fly Tyer 
http://www.ns.net/~barnard  
 
  
 
Business Meeting:  
 
NCCFFF:  
 
 
Program:. 
 
 
Last Board Meeting. 
 



 

July Meeting:  Bob Souza will present a programhas been flyfishing since adolescence. He is a highly regarded casting 
instructor and tier. A member of the Delta Fly Fishers, Bob will present our July program, teaching the basics of dry fly 
fishing on small streams. In conjunction with this program, given sufficient interest, Bob will follow up with hands on 
instruction the following Saturday morning(July 14 beginning at 9 a.m.) at the Lions Park East of Sutter Creek. Interested 
members should sign up for the Saturday seminar at the June or July general meeting and bring your own small stream fly 
gear to the Saturday event. Bruce and Sallye Rollans will provide beverages.  
 
August Meeting:   Leo Gutterres will be presenting a program on Tarpon fishing.  Leo is a long time fly tier and fly 
fisher. Leo tied poppers commercially for years and has used these same poppers to fish all over the North American 
hemishere. He will provide our September program, a slide show of Tarpon fishing in the waters off Belize where Leo 
caught a personal best of 138 lbs. recently. 
 
Fishing Reports:   
Report 1: 

 Left: Dennis is filled with resolve as he strides down to Greenstone Pond. 
 
We haven’t put the bite on Dennis Larson for input since his stint as President of AFF.  Dennis took 
a running start into the trout season with both an opening day trip and one the following weekend to 
Davis Lake.  Your editor felt he should expand, for the readership, on the report he gave at the May 
meeting.  This he has graciously done. 

Opening Day  (editor’s title) 
Four of us intended to walk into Kirman Lake for the California trout fishing opener. At the 
trailhead Dave Millhollin decided to stay at the car as he had been fighting symptoms of food 
poisoning. The winds, howling at gusts up to 50 miles per hour, might also have influenced his 
decision. So three of us started the 3 mile hike into the home of the "football" size brook trout 
fishery. The hike normally takes about an hour and a quarter but bucking the high winds in our 
face, out of the southwest, made the trip slightly longer.  In addition, when we reached the last 
major incline, we found the narrow road covered with frozen snow. It was a little treacherous as we 
clung to the bank, where our boots tried to dig into the dirt.  Falling but once, we trudged on and 
reached the lake by 5:30 a.m.  In the dark, we changed to fleeced or polartec underclothing, 
followed by breathable waders. Using flashlights each put his favorite flies on either a floating or 

slow sinking flyline tippet. I used a Millhollin Knuclehead below an emerger dropper. In the small amount of light that 
was present at 6 a.m. we could see the waves as they crossed the lake being pushed by 30 plus mile per hour winds. I 
decided to walk part way around the lake so that I could fish with my back to the wind. Once on the water, I discovered 
that whatever ground (water) you lost due to the wind at your back, you never got back, no matter how hard you kicked! 
You either fished the same water all the time or drifted towards the eastern shore to fish new waters. The downside was 
that you would invariably reach the eastern shore in about 15 minutes if you continued to be pushed by the winds. I was 
only in the water a few minutes when I had my first hook up and long release. Between that fish and sunrise I had another 
6 hookups and landed 5 brookies ranging between 12 and 15 inches. No footballs.  Larry Fankhouser, Dave's uncle landed 
three brookies, one a 16 inch "football" and the third member of our party landed one brookie.  The winds, now up to 50 
mph drove us off the lake by 9:30 a.m.  I tried wading and fishing from shore but the cross wind and head wind made 
casting difficult. Plus, it was just miserable being out in the cold wind at 7000 feet elevation. We decided to break down 
the poles and walk out about 10:30 a.m. The trip out was much faster with a trailing wind. The ice in the canyon had 
melted slightly and the footing was a little firmer as I didn't fall as I moved downhill.  Entering the sage surrounded 
meadow and valley, we made better time as the wind gusts hit the back of our inflated float tubes and it seemed as if we 
were going to go airborn.  Arriving at the parked vehicles along the highway, we scrambled out of our packs that held our 
tubes, downed liquid and solid nourishment and talked of our experience of our 2001 "space odessey" at Kirman Lake.  
 
A week later, Ron Calvert (Granite Bay Flyfisher's member I met three years ago in Montana) and I spent the weekend, 
under a full moon at Davis Lake. We had previously planned on going the week prior to the opener but the last severe 
snow storm in the Sierras forced us to cancel. I took my 14 foot aluminum boat to have mobility to access parts of the lake 
assessible only buy extended walking. The lake is down so much that, once the boat was launched, we had to walk the 
boat out about 10 yards to find 2 feet of water to start the motor and keep the prop out of the mud. We headed for Freeman 
Creek and fished from the peninsula that is directly east of Freeman Creek. In Portola, the local store manager said that 
fishing had been only so-so.  He indicated that the fish had yet to come to the surface or to feed near the shoreline and that 
most of the fish were at the eight foot level. When we arrived at the peninsula people catching fish were either bait casters 



 

or fly fishermen that were indicator fishing. They were having great success.  Ron and I watched two “indicator” 
flyfishers pull in about 10 or 12 fish between mid-morning and noon. We both tried the indicator method but had no luck 
the first day.  I must tell you, I just dont't have the patience to sit their waiting for the fish to take my fly. Fishing from 
shore, I did have  three breakoffs and caught one nice scrappy rainbow. The fly of the day: the blood midge, about a size 
12. But I caught or they broke off my Dave's Knucklehead.  The wind picked up in the afternoon and we headed in and 
checked in at our Sleepy Pines Motel. Great accommodations and friendly hosts. We had dinner at a local bar and grill. 
The chicken fried steak was nothing to write home about but it was real relaxing to be out of the sun and wind and know 
that neither of us got skunked.  Sunday was a carbon copy of Saturday.  We pulled out of the lake about 2 p.m. and headed 
down the hill. We did take a side trip off State Highway 89.  Ron wanted to show me Milton Lake (Jackson Meadows). 
Milton is suppose to have good size Brown trout.  The ride into Jackson Meadows is 17 miles. A scenic trip, the Little 
Truckee River follows the road on your left the first couple of miles. Good looking water! As the elevation increased we 
ran into snow, and within 4 miles of Jackson Meadows we were stopped by a county sheriff who informed us that the road 
to Jackson Meadows was being plowed and not yet open. We were advised to turn around ASAP as there were no turn 
arounds up the road and the snow plow was approaching. We found a turnaround that would handle a 4-runner pulling a 
boat trailer, and headed back out,, disappointed at not seeing Milton Lake.  Maybe another time.  
A good weekend of Fishing? Fish count wise, no, but with a good friend, good conversation, a few laughs and 
reminescing about our youth and TV sitcoms, shoot-em-ups, kids science-fiction movies that have seen fiction become 
reality, we had a great time.  In fact, Ron and I plan to do it again. This time its off to Eagle Lake for the Memorial Day 
Opener, crowds, meeting old friends, and hopefully, landing some of those hard fighting Eagle Lake bullies that take you 
into your backing and tire your forearm!  
 
 
Report 2: 
Bruce and Sallye Rollans just got back from fishing Louisiana water.  Bruce was kind enough to furnish us with this 
report.   

Redfish and Gumbo. (Bruce’s title) 
 
Sallye and I recently spent ten days in New Orleans, seven as tourists and three as fly fishers.  We enjoyed both roles. The 
day after our arrival the brown shrimp trawling season opened which, consequent to trawling in very shallow waters, 
ruined our plan to fish for Speckled Sea Trout which do not tolerate turbulent waters. 
 
Our first guided trip was with Captain Kirby LaCour, a real Cajun, in a 17 foot flats boat on the Baratarian Estuary out of 
Myrtle Grove, about 35 miles Southeast of New Orleans.  We began fishing at 5:45 a.m., about 15 minutes from the dock.  
Redfish were the plan for the day; virtually all sight fishing.  In one foot of brackish water, it is easy to see tailing Redfish 
as they cruise parallel to the shore chasing small crabs.  Over the course of this first day, we caught ten Redfish, most in 
the three to five pound range.  We saw a lot of water birds and several “gators” close up.  I also caught two Sheepshead up 
to four pounds which was only the second time Captain LaCour had guided a client to more than one Sheepshead per trip.  
These are not the Sheepshead know to the Pacific Ocean and they get their name from  jaws and teeth that look like sheep. 
 
Our next trip was with Captain Gregg Arnold ( these guides have that title because of their Coast Guard License).  His 
near 18 foot flat boat was driven by a 150 horse outboard that covered a lot of water very quickly.  Again, we fished 
skinny water, as shallow as six inches, for Redfish.  This was a pleasant day, catching 15 up to eight pounds.  Captain 
Arnold also took us into a bayou with big “gators”. 
 
The final guided trip was with Captain Rich Waldner.  I got to addressing him as “Captain Colonel” because Rich is a 
retired Marine Corps Colonel who flew Phantoms in Vietnam.  Rich was the eternal optimist, anticipating a fish at every 
cast.  While his optimism proved to be a bit grandiose, we did bring a dozen or more Redfish to the small Dolphin flats 
boat and had two very large Black Drum chase the fly. 
 
The rest of our trip involved plantations, the Garden District, the French Quarter, a world class aquarium, the swamp, the 
oldest cemetery in New Orleans, jazz, blues and lots of good food.  Where else can you get just picked Gulf oysters for 
$3.95 per half dozen (always eight)?  Finally, if for no other reason, go to New Orleans for the National D-Day Museum.  
We spent six hours there without seeing the entire exhibits.  We plan to go back, for the museum and the fish. 
 
 
 



 

 

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following sponsors 
and encourage you to think of them when considering your fly fishing needs.  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

Board of Directors 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640     
Vice President: vacant  
Secretary: Sallye Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net   
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335 sanden@amafrog.com  
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765 llshaw@home.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
  
   

   
REMEMBER 2ND TUESDAY  

NEXT AFF MEETING MAY 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-3474 

www.theflyshop.com 

 

Crystal Springs Flyfishing 
2233 Grand Canal Blvd. 

Stockton, CA  95207 
888/954-2507 

csff@softcom.net 

 

Teton Fly Reels Inc. 
924 Church Hill Road 

San Andreas, CA 95249 
209/754-4709    800/831-0855 

Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

Rivers End Guide Service 
Bill Adelman  

P.O. Box 1094,  Richmond, CA 94802 
510/ 232-9991 

Salmon, shad, strippers 
 steelhead, bass, trout 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


