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     **  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share knowledge and 
techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the conservation of fisheries. 

 
 

**** MEETINGS and CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

Monthly Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 
The next meeting of the AFF in on Tuesday January 8:  The fly tying session with Bill DeWalt starts at 6:00, with the 
business meeting and program following at 7:00.  Dan Williams of Distant Waters Travel will present the program.  Dan 
is affiliated with Kiene’s.  Three of the points he will cover are: Good Spots for Sneaking in some Fishing and Keeping 
your non-fishing spouse happy, his favorite destinations and why, and travel/packing tips (for the new regulations).   
So if you want to get the “skinny” on planning that next trip to Alaska, Baja, or Belize, or somewhere closer, this is the 
program for you.  This is also the meeting at which we have the “quarterly special raffle.”  An additional $30 has been 
spent on a special fly fishing item (items) for this raffle. 
. 

*** 2002 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
Sad but true, it is that time of year again.  Time to pay your annual dues.  Treasurer Bruce Rollans will be glad to 
accept your dues payment for 2002, either at the January meeting or by mail.  Individual dues are $20.00, $10.00 for a 
spouse, $30 for families, and $8.00 for students.   I must remind you that our by-laws dictate that the newsletter can only 
be sent to paid-up members and the grace period is one month.  So, if you don’t pay by the February meeting there will be 
no March newsletter.  Don’t let this happen.  For one thing, it is a pain in the posterior to edit the mailing list, so please 
get that check in. 
 
New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2002 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from 
Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers. 

You may mail dues to: 
 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 Mike Costello was greatly appreciated as our speaker at our December 9 
dinner meeting. He was enthusiastic and informative in presenting fishing in 
our local waters. He gave us enough information to get us started (or to help 
keep us going) with fishing various waters and types of fish.  
 
I hope all of you take advantage of the winter season fishing opportunities and 
have an enjoyable holiday season.   
 
Bill 
 

***  CALENDAR  *** 
 
Tuesday, January 8:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 6:p.m. we 
have fly tying class.  The general meeting, at 7:p.m.   
 
Tuesday, January 15:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. Round Table Pizza, 

Martel.  All interested members are welcome to participate. 
Open now through January 13, 2002:  Ansel Adams at 100. At the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  This 
is the first stop on a prestigious international tour of the photographs of Ansel Adams 
January 16-20: International Sportsmen's Exposition, Cal Expo, Sacramento 
Sunday, January 27:  AFF outing/clinic on the Yuba River, lead by George Cecchetti and Randy Baxter. 
January 30-February 3: International Sportsman’s Exposition, San Mateo County Expo Center 
San Mateo. 
February 14-17: International Sportsman’s Exposition, Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. 
  

***General Information and Happenings*** 
Got two great must visit web sites for you.  www.flyshop.com.  This site has everything.  Give it a look.  The other 
one is www.tie-1-on.net.  This is a fly tying web site, primarily for beginners and novices, worth a look by any level 
of tier.  If you are on the Internet you really owe it to yourself to give these two sites a look. 
 
The one day outing on the Yuba River is a go for Sunday January 27.  This should be a wonderful fishing 
experience for AFF members.  The clinic / outing will be led by George Cecchetti and Randy Baxter.  George, 
(Reel-Fly shop in Lodi) presented a great program at our September meeting.  In that presentation he emphasized 
that the Yuba is a great local year around fishery.  He also mentioned, that he considers Randy Baxter to be an 
expert on the Yuba.  What more can you ask?  The chance to fish and learn about a local fishery with 
accomplished, knowledgeable leaders.  The participants will be limited to 12.  The cost will be $10.  We are to meet 
at 8 a.m. The meeting site is Sycamore Ranch off highway 20 about one mile East of Brown Valley Road. There is 
a $5 parking fee so we should consider carpooling.  Bruce will distribute a map to those who sign up.  If you are 
going, you need to sign up and pay your $10 at the January meeting. 
 
In the November newsletter Randy Baxter had an article on fishing the Yuba.  Read it.  In the December Bruce 
Rollans provided us with a “starter list” for the trip.  Review it.  Below, Randy, at request of your editor, has 
provided an expanded checklist for the trip.  It embodies elements from his article and the points Bruce made.  It 
also refers to the talk by George Ceechetti so review your editor’s synopsis in the October newsletter. 
 

Yuba River clinic, January 27, 2002, checklist. 
 
1. A 2002 sport fishing license with a steelhead report card. GET IT NOW.  Marysville will be an hour round-trip if 
you can find a store open! 
 
2. Clothing: polypropylene underwear and liner socks, polyester or wool mid-layer(s) that should include a socks, 
shirt/pants and a 200-300 wt jacket, and rain gear (this will also stop the ever present wind). Bring an insulated hat 
(a warm head means fingers that will move) and fingerless gloves. 
 



 

3. Waders: neoprene if you have them or wear 200-300 wt polyester pants under your breathables. All should have 
a wading belt. 
 
4. Felt soled shoes and a wading staff with a leash. River flows could be at yearly minimums or moderate winter 
runoff flows. Under the former conditions, tall, strong waders can get away without a wading staff, but folks under 
5'7" in neoprenes will start loosing traction crossing. As flows approach 900 cfs, a wading staff becomes a must for 
all safe crossings. 
 
5. Rod: a 9-10 ft, 6-8 wt with a floating weight forward line. Heavier lines tend to be easier to cast and control in 
the wind and with weighted flies and leaders. 
 
6. Leaders: refer to George's description or use a 7'5" tapered leader to 6-8 lb tippet; attach an additional 4-6' length 
of 6 lb test tippet material  (I like clear Maxima because it takes shock well and is a little stiffer, producing fewer 
tangles during casting); and lighter tippet material (3x, 4x or 5x) for 15-18" tippets to attach small point flies. 
 
7. Indicators: yarn and floatant; indicators should be relatively large as they will need to suspend several BB sized 
weights. 
 
8. Weights: removable BB size weights are best; the ability to add and remove weight will help you adapt to 
different depths. 
 
9. Flies: if you have a box of trout nymphs bring it; bead head and flashback styles are good choices for any fly in 
the following list but are not necessary; in particular look for: #14 pheasant tail nymphs, #14 hares ear (dark, light 
and green all good styles), #14 green caddis pupa, #10 and #6 golden stonefly nymphs, and #10 or 8 gray or white 
crystal buggers or streamers (something to approximate a 1-1.5" long salmon fry). 
 
10. Glasses: lightly tinted polarized sunglasses or safety glasses; you should always wear glasses when fly fishing; 
the techniques used and conditions present will enhance the likelihood of errant flies coming right at you! 
 
11. Lunch and water: bring some food and water packed to carry with you to the river (you will not want to hike 
back to the vehicles). A large back pocket in your vest might suffice, otherwise bring a small day pack. A good 
lunch and several snacks will help you stay warm through the day. 
 
12. A change of clothes and something warm to drink back at the car: be prepared for the worst -- an accidental 
dunking -- so you don't have to suffer through the drive home too. Even without slipping under, a good hike in 
several layers of clothing may approximate dunking. It's also nice to have something warm to drink and dunk your 
fingers in at the end of the day. 
 
That's what you should bring to make for a comfortable and enjoyable trip.  You may also want to carry an all 
weather camera or pair of binoculars.  There should be some bald eagles around and there are bound to be photo 
opportunities. A first steelhead or the expression of someone loosing a quick 90' of fly line to a steelhead is worth 
capturing. There will also be interesting insects to catch: Skwala stoneflies (nymphs and adults) and other nymphs 
of the golden stonefly group; blue wing olive mayflies (nymphs, duns and spinners); and March browns (nymphs 
and some adults) among other less abundant groups. 
 
See ya there, 
 
 Randy 
 
Like Randy said it is time to get those 2002 fishing licenses, and don’t forget the steelhead card if you are going 
into steelhead waters.  You can get your 2002 California Fishing License on line by contacting 
www.licenses.dfg.ca.gov.  The cost this year is a hefty $30.45.  Your editor bought his license this way for 2001 
and it is both easy and fast.  I plan to do it again for 2002. 

 
 



 

***MEETINGS*** 
 
Last Meeting:   Our Annual Dinner at Teresa’s Sunday evening December 9th, was a real winner.  Congratulations 
to everyone who worked so hard to make this evening such an enjoyable way to write Finis to the AFF year.  Bruce 
and Sallye Rollans made all the dinner arrangements, Bill Dewalt arranged for the speaker and Dennis Larson, ably 
assisted by John Powers, Bill, Bruce and Sallye put together the raffle.  Thanks to you all and congratulations on a 
job well done.  A very special thanks to those AFF members who contributed raffle prizes.  Over half the total 
raffle prizes were donated by the following AFF members:  (alphabetically) Joe and Barbara Bania, Randy Baxter, 
Sam Cooper, Bill DeWalt, John Powers, and Bruce and Sallye Rollans.         
 
Fly fishing commercial establishments that donated prizes were: (alphabetically) American Fly Shop, Kiene’s, 
Eddie Perez and Tuxedo Custom Rods, The Fly Shop of Redding, “The Inside Angler” Mike Fong publisher, North 
American Fishing Club, The Reel Fly Shop, and The Teton Reel Company. 
 
Other commercial establishments who donated prizes were:  (alphabetically) Ad Art of Jackson, , Cabbage Rose of 
Sutter Creek, Design by Diane of Jackson, Heads Up Plus Hair Salon of Ione, Hunan Chinese Restaurant of Ione,  
Ione Family Chiropractic, Ione Video and Appliance, The Sentry Market of Ione, and Twigs of Sutter Creek. 
 
Our sincerest thanks to all of you. 

 
Our after dinner speaker Mike Costello presented an excellent talk on fishing our 
local waters.  He presented a lot of good useful information and advice in a well-
paced presentation that was enjoyed by fly fishers and non-fly fishers alike.  He 
covered year around fishing on the Yuba, lower Sac, Stanislaus, Mokelumne, and 
Calavaras, for Trout, Salmon, steelhead, striper and shad.  Mike had with him 
rigged rods to illustrate his 
recommendations on fishing techniques.  
His had an excellent selection of slides 
that added emphasis to the points he was 
making about fishing specific waters.  
While showing one slide of a section of 
the Stanislaus he pointed out that, at 
certain times of the year, on a single drift 
through the section of the river in the 
slide, they fish for wild trout, strippers, 

and shad.  There was a fund of information and your editor  will try to put 
a bit more of what was presented in the February newsletter. 
Above, Mike Costello uses one of the four rigged rods he brought to 
demonstrate during his presentation. 
At right, “the Prez” welcomes everyone. 
  
The raffle crew 
of John, Ron and 
Dennis dispense 
the large number 
and wide variety 
of prizes to the 
lucky ticket 
holders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
The following pictures seem to illustrate that a good time was had by all.  However, you can’t see what a good time 
the Kelleys, the Higgins, Randy Baxter, Don Brazil, and Lori Folweiler are having because I messed up and lost the 
picture of their table.  My apology to you all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Last Board Meeting:  No Board meeting in December. 
   
Fishing Reports:   
 
Joe Bania recently fished the Hat Creek, Fall River area, and has graciously agreed to share his trip with us. 

 
Fabulous Fall Fishing in Northeast Shasta County 

By Joe Bania 
 

I spent some time in late June fishing Fall River during the Hex hatch, including a stay at the Pit River Lodge and 
also fishing Hat Creek and the Pit River.  What a very memorable birthday present.  Now, it was time to get back to 
Fall River and Hat Creek before the season closed to catch some of the many large fish that ply these rivers.   
 
I started out at 6:00 a.m. driving to Redding to visit The Fly Shop before going over to Burney to fish.  It is like a 
pilgrimage each time; to keep informed on what is hot and also to see what new items are available for catching 
those bigger fish.  After having a good brunch, I headed east on Highway 299 to Burney.  As I got close to the 
nonpotable water fountain on the right side of the highway, I remembered this was where the Fountain Fire started 
about 7 years ago, which burned to the outskirts of Burney, approximately 23 miles away.  The recovery of the 
landscape is doing well with the replanting of pines and other vegetation.  Also, many snags were left for the 
wildlife to call home.  Arriving in Burney, I dropped in to Vaughn’s and Trout Country Flyshop to see what the 
fishing was like and what insects the trout were keying in on.  I knew that during the fall many insects are available 
but several are more desirable than others are.  Mahogany Duns along with Little Western Iron Blue Quills (Baetis) 



 

were the best for dry fly fishing.  That’s what I was here for!  “ Dry Flies Only, No nymphs, No wimps”.  After 
supporting the local fly shops by acquiring flies and tippet material, I headed out to the rivers to observe what was 
happening.  My first stop was Hat Creek.  I began walking and observing asking the few anglers I came across how 
they were doing?  It had been a mixed day with several being skunked; a few got hooked up but none to hand.  Due 
to the fish being leader shy, the typical set up is a 16-20 ft leader ending with a 6x or 7x tippet, which is very light 
for the average 14-16 inch trout.  This river has many over 20 inches.  These brutes really get with the program and 
are hard to control with a 2 or 3 weight rod.  Although a soft tip rod is necessary to not break tippets, one with heft 
in the butt section helps control the larger fish.  So a softer rod in the 4 to 6 weight range, 8½ to 9½ foot length is 
recommended.  Light presentation, good mending techniques for a drag free drift on the water is the key to catching 
these stream-smart trout on dries.  
 
 I wanted to get to Fall River Mills and visit Shasta Angler Flyshop to check on what was happening at Fall River.  
As I left, I had identified several bends and chutes/riffles of Hat Creek to fish later on in the evening.  The area I 
like is upstream from the Park, where Highway 299 crosses the river.  As I passed the Pit River Lodge on my way 
to Fall River I made a mental note to visit it if I have enough time!  Arriving at the flyshop proved to be an eye 
opening experience.  A Metalwork’s driftboat was outside and I asked the shop owner if it was for sale?  He said 
no, the company had folded but he could get one made for me by someone else.  I had been looking for one for 
several years.  Boy was I excited to think I might acquire a 10ft. metal minidrifter. Later, I found out it didn’t have 
the carrying capacity; what a disappointment!  While I was in the shop, I browsed through his book section.  After 
more than 2 hours of going through the books and discussing Fall River’s October Caddis, I figured it was time to 
get out and fish the evening hatch.  
 
I headed back toward Burney on Highway 299, turned left prior to crossing Hat Creek and drove up to one of my 
favorite locations.  I had about 1½ hours left ’til the sun went down and the fish were rising.  Boy, were they 
coming up to the surface.  I was so anxious that I almost decided to wade wet, thank goodness for common sense.  
The water was cold and the evenings had been in the low 20’s, so on went the neoprenes.  The second cast proved 
successful with a 17 inch trout taking my size 16 Mahogany Dun.  I walked downstream and keyed on several 
larger fish rising; these were over 20 inches.  I watched them for several minutes (it seemed more like 20-30 
minutes had passed)--I really was keyed up.  I presented the fly, casting downstream and mending in one smooth 
motion.  As the fly touched the surface with a drag free drift, it floated close to the large trout.  I saw this monster 
rise and start inspecting the fly as he came up.  I knew I had him, how could I miss him...well I did...I got too 
anxious and pulled the fly from his powerful jaws and nicked him as the fly came out.  I told myself “If you get 
another chance count several seconds before setting the hook”.  Well, several casts later I was rewarded with a nice 
14 incher.  It was getting late, cold and I was happy I had caught a few of these elusive fish on Hat Creek. 
 
I have been going to this area for more than 20 years and really enjoy walking the rivers looking for risers.  Since 
siltation has been a major problem in the area, I have seen the wild trout section on Hat Creek go from good to bad 
and presently working to be good again.  Fall River has also been plagued with siltation and is recovering also with 
the help of many individuals and organizations in the area. 

 
Thank you from your editor 

 
I want to thank the members of AFF for your cooperation and support in getting out the newsletter.  The 
information and articles you have so generously provided is what defines the newsletter.  I want to 
especially thank Bill for his President’s Message, and Joe Bania, Randy Baxter, Pete Bunting, Dennis 
Larson and Bruce Rollans for their fine articles this past year.   
 
To the membership and friends of AFF, Carol and I want to wish you and your families the happiest of 
holidays and our best wishes for 2002. 
 
Larry 



 

 
 
 
Board of Directors 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640 bigrockranch@volcano.net    
Vice President: Jeff Kelley (209) 295-3434 jkelley@cdepot.net 
Secretary: Sallye Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net   
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335 sanden@amafrog.com  
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Member Rep. Dave Friend (209) 274-6167 dafriend@cdepot.net 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765 llshaw@attbi.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEXT AFF MEETING, JANUARY 8, 2002  
FLY TYING 6:00 

PROGRAM BY DAN WILLIAMS 7:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 

 
 
 
 
 


