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**  Statement of Purpose  ** 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share 
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the 
conservation of fisheries.  

 
**** Announcements****   

 
The next AFF general meeting is February 15th.  Fly tying class will start at 6:00 with the business meeting and program at 
7 :00.   This is our first tying class of the year and Rich Owings, in anticipation of the approaching trout season  is 
contemplating tying either a leach, wiggle tail nymph, or a hot flash minnow. He is leaning toward tying the mohair leach 
in burnt orange or chocolate with a bead-head. 
 
The program will be presented by Terry Strange, Coordinator of the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Council. 
(UMRWC). AFF member Frank Cunha is the AFF conservation representative and a member of the UMRWC Executive 
Committee.  Terry will discuss with AFF the Councils “desire to explore the opportunity to enhance trout fishing 
opportunities and special regulation designations in the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed.  The UMRWC supports the 
idea that “a special regulations fishery supporting wild trout is very much needed on the Mokelumne River as well as 
increased public access.” It certainly would seem that, even if this wasn’t about “local waters”, this is a program AFF 
members would support.  But, it IS here, right in our own backyard.  This is a program members would do well to call to 
the attention of their friends and neighbors.  More on Terry Strange can be found in the General Club Information Section. 
 
The AFF meets the third Tuesday of the month in room 24 at Argonaut High School.  Argonaut High is located at the 
corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffman in Jackson.  You turn off Hwy 88 onto Argonaut Lane at the top of the hill in 
Martell, and go south to the end of Argonaut Lane.  Turn right at the stop sign and park in the south lot.  Room 24 is one 
of four portables just off the northeast corner of the parking lot.  
 

*** 2005 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
The annual dues are as follows:  Individual adult $25, Family $40, and student $8.  AFF memberships are for the calendar 
year.  New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2004 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased 
from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers.  

 
You may mail dues to: 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640 
 



 
President’s Message.   

 
Greetings, 2005 is off and running.   It looks like AFF has exciting prospects for 
the New Year, with a growing number of great destinations for outings.   We have 
continued the “Salmon in the classroom” project, now with Argonaut H. S.  
Thanks to the time and effort put in by Bruce and Sallye Rollans.   
 
The club will have a website this year, hosted by new member Dustin Rocksvold, 
learn more at the February meeting.  The upcoming meeting would be the place to 
add your ideas and suggestions for future programs and outings. 
 
I'm looking forward to seeing long term members and new, fly fishing together  
in some new areas and some familiar haunts as well.  This spring and early 
summer, should provide some great opportunities for action packed fly fishing near 
and far. 
 
See you on the water!      Rich Owings  pres 
 

 
Meeting and General Activity Calendar 

 
Thursday-Sunday, February 3-6:  The 29th annual International Sportsmen’s Exposition.  San Mateo County Expo 
Center 
 
Tuesday, February 8: AFF Board meeting at 6:30 at Argonaut High School in normal AFF meeting room #24.  All 
interested members are encouraged to attend.  Major agenda item will be the presentation of the new AFF website by new 
member Dustin Rocksvold.  
 
Tuesday, February 15:  Next meeting of Amador Flyfishers.  Official start of the fly tying class at 6:00.  The program at 
7:00 features Terry Strange of UMRWC. 
 
Friday-Sunday, February 18-20:  The Fly Fishing Show, Marin County Civic Center, San Rafael   
 
Friday-Sunday, February 25-27:  International Sportsmen’s Exposition. Alameda Fairgrounds, Pleasanton.  

 
***General Club Information *** 

  
More on the February Program:   
Our speaker Terry Strange admits to being an “avid fly fisherman”.  He has about ¾ of a mile of private trout water on the 
South Fork of the Mokelumne and conducts a pay-to-fish operation from generally May 1st (or sooner if flows cooperate) 
until July 1st .  You can visit his site at www.strangeranch.com. In his presentation he plans on sharing his perspective on 
the direction he believes UMRWC will head with a trout management program (wild trout, special regulations, and 
protected trout programs) and recreational fly fishing opportunities.  He also will share his knowledge and experiences 
regarding water quality, present a strategy to alter timing of flow diversions to protect lower elevation trout populations, 
and present his opinion and insight regarding the best time (times?) of year to fish the Mokelumne. 
 
Annual AFF Dinner:  
AFF might have periods during the year when we don’t seem to be “hitting on all cylinders” but when it comes to the 
annual dinner it really comes together.  We had a grand time.  Our dinner on December 4th was a wonderful and extremely 
successful event, marred only by the fact that schedule conflicts and family responsibilities reduced attendance relative to 
previous years.  Mel and Faye’s has the perfect room, the social hour was festive, the dinner was excellent, eliciting many 
favorable comments, and the raffle and silent auction were fabulous.  An “A1” ending to the AFF year.   
 
AFF didn’t luck into this fine evening.  It was generosity and hard work on the part of a number of members that spelled 
success.  Your editor has only a partial list of the contributions so my apologies for not listing the donated items.  Besides, 



there were literally too many items to list were my list complete.  Not only was there a large quantity of items, but also 
outstanding quality.  In your poor editor’s memory this is certainly the finest group of raffle and silent auction items this 
event has had. 
 
Kudos to Bill DeWalt for arranging for the dinner with Mel and Faye’s.  Dennis Larson and Jerry  
Casessi for setting up the raffle.  Bruce and Sallye Rollans for the Silent Auction and Sallye for the special women’s 
raffle.  Ron Calvert for the projector for the AFF “year in review” slide show.   
 
Many thanks to the members for their generosity in donating very fine items for the raffle and auction, and also for their 
efforts in securing donations from fly shops, guides and 
even a gold mine.  AFF certainly appreciates the very 
fine donations from The American Fly Fishing Company, 
Mike Costello of Pacific Adventures, Bill Kiene of 
Kiene’s Fly Shop, Wes Ament of Teton Fly Reels , 
George Cecchetti of the Reel Fly Shop, guide Jason 
Lozano, Kieth Koneko of Adventures on the Fly, Al 
Smatsky of Excellent Adventures, Andy Guibord of 
Kiene’s Fly Shop, Fly Fishing Specialties, and Sutter 
Creek Gold Mine.   Thanks to you all and again to those 
members whose contacts made possible these donations. 
    
Any form of thank-you we can express for the generosity 
of AFF members is going to be inadequate.  Thanks to 
John Powers for his handcrafted donation to the silent auction.  To Ron and Candace Calvert for their raffle donation.  To 

Lee Owings for her donation 
to the special Women’s 
raffle.  To Joe and Barbara 
Bania for their many fine 
donations to both the raffle 
and the silent auction, (this is 
literally an annual occurrence 
for the Banias, but this year 
was really something.  Ask 
John Powers about his new 
pontoon boat on which he 
had the winning bid in the 
silent auction).  

 
While this was clearly a group effort success, there are two members whose fingerprints were all over the event, Sallye 
and Bruce Rollans.  Every year Sallye and Bruce seem to 
step-up their involvement and commitment to the dinner.  
This year they again setup the silent auction, and donated 
many fine items for the auction and raffle.  Sallye upped 
her special raffle prize just for the ladies that she 
inaugurated last year, from one to two.  This became 
three with the generosity of Lee Owing.  Bruce 
orchestrated the donated guide trips for the raffle and 
silent auction, as well as securing many other of the 
donations.  Sallye and Bruce also put in many hours 
handcrafting collections of flies, and twisted leaders for 
the raffle.  The success of the evening was due to the 
efforts of many, but I am sure those of you who worked 
on and/or attended the dinner will agree that Bruce and Sallye warrant a special note and thank you. 
 
Although the attendance was down from previous years, the abundance and quality of the raffle and auction items 
certainly attracted an outpouring of bidding and raffle ticket purchases.  The Treasurer reports that the raffle netted 



$638.06 and the silent auction $636.06.  A price 
adjustment by Mel and Faye’s returned to the club 
$114.19 on the dinners.  The combined result 
produced net income to the club of $1318.62.    
 
New Members:  (with instant impact) 
AFF acquired two new members at the dinner.  
Dustin and Cindy Rocksvelt recently moved to 
Pioneer from the bay area where they were active 
members of the Diablo Valley Fly Fisherman.  AFF 
member Don Mittelstaedt, also a member of DVFF, 
invited them to the dinner, and as they say “the rest 
is history”.  Cindy was secretary at DVFF through 
the end of 2004 and Dustin is the club webmaster, 

and just recently upgrading the DVFF website.  Dustin approached your editor with the offer to set up an AFF web page.  
This he has done, in strawman fashion, as an example of what the club might consider having.  Dustin has secured the 
domain name amadorflyfishers.org and you can take a look at this first  (but very polished) cut at 
www.amadorflyfishers.org.  A very warm welcome to Cindy and Dustin.  No picture from the dinner.  Your editor had 
camera problems that affected the illumination of the pictures and resulted in the total loss of others.  The result is I didn’t 
get pictures of all the attendees, including the Rocksvelts. 
 
 

***MEETINGS*** 
November meeting: 
 
“Way back when”  AFF had a very fine 
meeting featuring Lee Haskins discussing 
fishing for “BIG“ stripers at the San Luis 
Reservoir and O’Neill Forebay.   The fly 
tying class met but it was to observe a fly 
tying exhibition by Lee Haskin 
demonstrating various flies he ties and 
uses.  Foremost was his highly regarded 
gurgler.  Shown here in a variety of colors 
and subtle shape variations.   
As you can note there was a lot of interest 
and many questions.  The tying 

demonstration carried well into the scheduled regular meeting 
start time with no complaints.   
 
The business meeting featured an update from Frank Cunha on 
the revived efforts of the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed 
Council.  The Council has a Federal grant of $350,000 in hand, 
has hired a full time coordinator and is making specific plans 
regarding preserving and promoting recreation and trout 
fishing on the upper Mokelumne.  Because, our February 
speaker, UMRWC coordinator Terry Strange will be dealing 
with this in detail, that’s it for here. 
 
There were discussions of new officers.  The response was the 

usual; namely, no response.  The only real issue was the Treasurer and that was in essence tabled due to a lack of 
meaningful discussion. That said, here is the Treasurer’s Report updated to the end of 2004.  Bruce Rollan’s (almost) final 
Treasurer’s Report. 



 
Starting Balance:  $2,155.74  

Income 
Membership renewal          40.00  
Raffle            745.00 
Banquet Meals     96.00 
Silent Auction                                   1,025.00 

 
Expenses                                                           

               Banquet: Silent Auction                      175.00 
               Banquet Meals                                     629.81 
                           

Ending Balance                                       $3,256.93      
  
Except for the short break for business the evening was a continuation of “the Lee Haskin’s Report”.  Lee presented a 
slide show excerpting his handbook detailing the how, where, and when to fish the San Luis Reservoir and O'Neill 
Forebay.  He described float tube fishing the flats and islands along Highway 156 on the O'Niell Forebay, and also, 
depending on the season, along the dam and many accessible coves.  Lee has fished these areas successfully since the 
early 80's. 
 
The fly tying demo and the presentation generated a number of questions and it was obvious that many members will be 
putting that fishery on their list of future trips. 
 
January meeting: 
 
For the second year in a row, the January meeting was a “next week we’ve got to get organized” meeting.  We were zip 
on new officers.  In what is now typical fashion we sidestepped the issue of the Treasurer.  President Rich volunteered to 
handle the job in the near term, (his name is on the signature card).  Bruce offered to leave his address as the AFF official 
address and handle incoming mail.   
 
Frank Cunha, whose participation on the UMRWS executive committee 
has evolved into the Conservation Chair of AFF, updated the progress 
of the UMRWC. (at right)  He read a letter from UMRWC, with a cover 
letter by Frank as a representive of AFF, outlining UMRWC’s interest 
in “promoting collaboration, consensus building, and effective 
watershed planning and restoration within the Upper Mokelumne River 
watershed.--------to improve recreation education conservation 
opportunities within the Upper Mokelumne River watershed.” The 
letters were sent to a number of regional fishing clubs and sports shops. 
 
Of special interest to AFF should be the desire of UMRWC  “to explore 
the opportunity to enhance trout fishing opportunities and special 
regulation designations.” 
 
Frank discussed various aspects of the current situation with the Upper 
Mokelumne.  There has never been a full blown assessment of the Upper Mokelumne.  The three-year Federal Grant will 
fund this.  The history is that Amador County and EBMUD just do water quality assessments and pass these off as full 
assessments. 
 
Frank presented more detail, but Council coordinator Terry Strange will be presenting us with the whole story at the 
February meeting so enough for now.   
 
Bruce Rollans outlined the new situation with “Fish in the Classroom”.  The fourth grade class that took part so 
successfully last year will take a year off because they will be on a Spring Break during a critical period in the process.  
The new “Fish in the Classroom” class is at Argonaut High and is in the Advanced Placement Biology class.  This class 



will use the equipment purchase last year.  Bruce has already delivered the eggs and they are off and running.  More 
details at the February meeting and in next month’s newsletter. 
 
There were lots of comments regarding outings, mostly philosophical.  Some the ideas that were presented were using 
AFF funds to subsidize a club outing or two.  Either by subsidizing leaders of the outings, or paying part of the expense of 
participating.  Holding casting classes at the ponds at the hunting club to which Jerry Cassesi and Glenn Stiltz belong.  
March outing at Lake Marie.  There were others that didn’t get written down.  There will be more discussion at the 
February meeting.  Think about what your interests are and present them at the meeting. 
 
Bruce presented his final Treasurer’s report.  As you can see Bruce leaves office with the club in excellent financial shape.  
However, any accolades will have to wait until next month’s newsletter  
 
Amador Flyfishers 
Treasurer’s Report: end of January, 2005 
 
Starting Balance:                                   $3,256.93        
Income 
               Membership Renewal                    $ 190.00  
 
Expenses                                                           
              Raffle                                              $ 341.26 
              Room rent:  Argonaut H.S.             $ 100.00 
              Fish in Classroom                             $ 18.13  
                         
Ending Balance                                           $2,987.54 
 
  
 
Special Fishing Reports:  We want to thank Dennis Larson for sharing with us this perfect fishing report for the 
Christmas season.     
 
On Sunday, December 26, I took two of my grandsons fishing on Camanche Lake. We weren't sure what to expect as an 
approaching storm was in the weather report. They really didn't care, as they were excited to try out my new Fisher bass 
boat. Jordan, 19 years of age, had his own gear and chose to use a flasher trolling system and planned to fish with 
nightcrawlers. Unfortunately, nothing was open on Christmas Day or what was open didn't have any worms at all. He 
thought he could pick up his bait at the Camanche North Shore store but that too was closed on Sunday.  I suggested he 
use my Jay Fair Flies. 
 
Tanner, my 13 year old grandson and I both used Jay Fair trolling systems that consisted of a 15 foot 3X leader with lead 
core and another 100 feet of running line and some 50-100 feet of backing.  Tanner fished at about 8-10 feet deep while I 
fished the set up at about 16-20 feet.  Flies were size 8's in the brown, olive, or pearl white colors. The 40 hp Mercury 
engine trolls really well at about 2 mph.   
 
Starting out at 9 a.m. we first scooted over to the dam area at the west end of the lake. With high fog and scooting at about 
a 20-25 mph clip it was a little cold on the faces.   
 
We picked up four Rainbows in the 2-3 pound class in 3 hours of trolling, each getting one fish and Jordan picking up an 
additional fish. We broke for lunch and then headed for the east end of the lake. In the narrows, leading into the 
Mokelumne River tributary, we picked up another 3 fish, each catching a rainbow. Jordan was the fisherman of the day as 
his last fish was a 5 pound rainbow. We were trolling in very shallow waters and Jordan thought he had snagged his 
trolling rig on the bottom. Putting the motor in neutral, we waited to verify that it was truly a snag!  After pulling on the 
rod and the line not moving we confirmed the snag.  I put the engine into reverse and started heading back towards the 
snag. When we were directly over the sang, Jordan yells out "grandpa, it moving, It's a fish!" After a short struggle he 
landed the fish of the day.  Jordan was satisfied with his catch and put the pole away and was content driving the boat as 
we trolled back toward the North Shore dock. 



 
All in all, a great six hours of fishing. Grandpa and grandsons/daughters will have to do that again. And soon! 
  
 
 
 
The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following sponsors and 
encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-

3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 

American Fly Fishing 
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 95864 
916-483-1222 
800-410-1222 

www.americanfly.com 
  

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

 

Adventures on the Fly 
Keith Kaneko 

4555 N. Pershing Ave. 
Stockton, CA 95207 

(916) 539-FISH (3474) 
khkaneko@yahoo.com 

 

Fly fishing Specialties 
6412 Tupelo Dr.  Suite C  
Citrus Heights, CA 95621 
Flyfishingspecialties.com 

916/722-1055 
 

 

 

Teton Fly Reels Inc. 
924 Church Hill Road 

San Andreas, CA 95249 
209/754-4709  800/831-0855 

Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

Excellent Adventures 
Unique Fly Fishing Trips 

Al Smatzky 
619 W. Pine St. Lodi, 95204 

excellentadventures.org 
209/368-9261 

 
 

Pacific Adventures 
Mike Costello 

Guide the Delta and selected 
NorCal Rivers 

www.fishtrips.net 
209/367-5997 

 

 

Scott Rods 
 & Idelwilde Flies 

Jason Lozano 
 Regional Rep 

jayguide@hotmail.com 
 

 

Andy Guibord 
Guide and fly tier 

Kiene’s Fly shop Staff 
1-800-4000-FLY 

 

 

 
 



Board of Directors 
President: Rich Owings (209) 223-2219  ROflytyer@aol.net    
Vice President: Glenn Stiltz (209) 2967077  calleigh62000@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Rich Owings  (acting) 
Past-President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640  bigrockranch@volcano.net 
Member Rep. Jerry Cassesi  (209) 274-4386  lucydog@cdepot.net 
Member Rep.: Frank Cunha (209) 267-1003  frankcunha@sbcglobal.net  
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765  llshaw@comcast.net 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
  
   

   
NEXT MEETING FEBRUARY 15   

PROGRAM IS TERRY STRANGE, COORDINATOR OF THE UPPER 
MOKELUMNE RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 
 
 
 
 

 


