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** Statement of Purpose **
The purpose of this organization is to foster and prometsyhbrt of angling with artificial flies; to teach and
share knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to orgamddead outings; and to promote and
support the conservation of fisheries.

¥ Announcements****

The AFF meets the third Tuesday of the month in roomAginaut High School. Argonaut High is located at the
corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffman in Jackson. You tuh off Hwy 88 at the top of the hill in Martell, and go
south to the end of the street. Room 6 borders the frokingdot area.

The next general meeting is Tuesday February 17 at 7:00TR®Ifly tying class will resume in March. We
will discuss proposed outings for 2004, and an Outing Calenitldrenestablished. Please take a good look at
the strawman list prepared by our new Outings Facilitatmdi® Baxter. We will update the “Fish in the
Classroom” project, now fully in motion. Jerry Casishas put together A “2004 kick-off” raffle.

*** 2004 MEMBERSHIP DUES ***

It is that time of the year again. The annual duessifellows: Individual adult $25, Family $40, and student
$8. New members, be sure to ask for a platch when you pay your 2004 dues. Be sure to renew by next
month so you don’'t miss upcoming newsletters. Additiontdh@s can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for
$5.00 each. Make checks, for dues and patches, payaktesidor Flyfishers.

You may mail dues to:
AMADOR FLYFISHERS
350 BRIERWOOD WAY

IONE, CA 95640



President’'s Message:
Hello everyone !

January's meeting had a great turnout, it seems 200tdsafjood start. | would like to
thank all of the board members for their time and cament, without them AFF would
not survive. A big thanks to Bill DeWalt, who has sshas president for many years.
Doing a great service to the club.

In 2004, we have started our first Salmon in the classqpofect, which is headed by
Bruce Rollins and Jerry Cassesi. | am very excitdtht@ the club involved in such a
program. It turns out we actually have Steelhead

eggs donated to the classroom. When raised to a largetreey will be released near the
hatchery on the lower Mokelumne River. At last refrann Bruce, the eggs are doing fine
and growing, let's hope for success so the kids

can release all 50 steelhead smolts to the river.

I look forward to serving as president in 2004. With the lfrelm long term members and

a few new members AFF will again have a scheduled Gupnagram. So | encourage

everyone to get out their gear, dust it off, and prepara Year filled with some great fly
fishing destinations, including a good selection of loakés, rivers and bass ponds as well. | would like to segbers getting out,
Rich

*** CALENDAR ***

Tuesday, February 10:AFF Board meetingt 6:30p.m. Perko’s Cafe in Martel. All interested meralee encouraged to attend.
Tuesday, February 17: Next meeting of Amador Flyfishers. Fly tying clas$=0.

Thursday-Sunday, February 26-29 Sportsman’s Expositions, Pleasanton

Friday-Sunday, February 27-29:The Fly Fishing Shaw, San Rafael

***General Club Information ***

As you can see by the “President’s
Message” any concern we might have hag
about having officers for 2004 has been
alleviated by members who stepped
forward to fill the offices of President, and
Vice President. Rich Owings and Glenn
Stiltz have taken over the reins. They
already have shown they can work -
together, as was demonstrated this past
April at Greenstone Pond.

You can see from his message that Rich &
settled into the job and Glenn is in the
process of getting the fly trying class
restarted and assembling input for an
Outing Calendar. Continuing in office is
Bruce Rollans as Treasurer, and Jerry
Cassesi as Member-at-Large and monthly raffle cHandy Baxter volunteered to act as an Outing Facilitatassist in getting an
Outings Calendar set up. Bill DeWalt moves to the ImatedPast President slot on the Board, and the Menlharge position
previously held by John Powers is vacant.



Dennis Larson, Bill DeWalt and John Powers have seyeeman tours on the AFF Board over the past fivey#ass. Dennis
served as President for two consecutive terms anditheehthe Past President slot for another three. d8iled on the Board in a
number of roles, mainly, as raffle chairman, bef@suaning the Presidency for a marathon three consed¢etivs. John has been on
the Board in a number of roles including raffle ctzsid member at large. Not only do they get endurancespoint their
contributions to the growth and welfare of AFF hbeen outstanding. To highlight just a few:

Dennis’s was instrumental in expanding monthly prograntsngeclub bylaws written and adopted, broader publicity artceach
into the community, (the AFF brochure and fair bypotimd great raffle at the annual dinner.

Bill established and taught the fly tying class in additio presiding over the General and Board meetinglsee@rything that all that
entails, while “keeping all the balls in the air”, anithout ever losing his warm and
friendly demeanor.

John has been a constant, positive presence on bdBoding and at monthly
meetings. He has stepped in where needed. As raffie ahanember-at-large for
membership, the writing and establishing of the by-lans, numerous other
undertakings.

Dennis, Bill and John,AFF has benefited greatly from your efforts and weaiely
want you to know that we realize this, and thank yowafgreat job, very well done.

During his three year tour in office Bill could alwagspend on advice from Dennis.
There were many thoughtful, philosophical discussionsr{gk®.

Because of health problems John and Bill are cutting tieeskinvolvement John to
simple membership and Bill to the Past President motdsahealth permits.

*MEETINGS***
January Meeting: 20 plus members turned out for thienfiegting of 2004. After three years at the helm of BiHFDeWalt opened
this meeting representing the office of “l hope torsbe the immediate past president member of the AfalFdB. He was relieved,
we are sure, when the past president position becdiialdater in the meeting.

Treasurer’s report, updated to end of January.

Starting Balance: $1,959.80
Income: dues 275.00
Expenses: FFF Membership 89.00

Ending Balance: $2,8a5

Reports: Frank Cunha, who is the new AFF representativee Upper Mokelumne Watershed Council, inquired aboutroitpa
speaker for the Council meeting in late March to spealeareation on the river from the standpoint of ighing. Although the
conflict over flow rates between fishermen and kayalsstsmall potatoes” on the council priority list, comgd to irrigation and
drinking water, we need to keep the Council aware of oucesos. Your editor found a web page by the Departmérarud
Management advertising the three miles between thér&lRower House and highway 49 bridge as a great plaoevae kayaks,
canoes, and inner tubes.

Dennis Larson filled us in on the exploits of Mike WeiAirgentina, based on emails he has sent. Mike talkedrEoi September,
and a day of fishing with him was one of the specidle gfizes at the Annual dinner.

Bruce provided an update on the Fish in the Classroom amakhgrovided yet another update for the newsletter:

Fifty King Salmon eggs went into the chilled aquariumendtvo weeks ago to the applause of 33 fourth graders inHérbergers'
class at lone Elementary School. As of today theystill surviving in among river cobbles. The watenperature fluxuated
between 50 and 54 F. As soon as they break out of theéegagmning Alvins, | will start changing one half oéttvater once per
week until they have all "zipped up" changing into fry. efoitly, this will take place before Spring Break aspian a trip to the
Mokelumne River where the students will each have an apptyto release one salmon into the river. Themwilietour the DFG
Hatchery. In the meantime, the students are viewing sidbout salmon, reading about salmon and preparing indhadad joint
projects about the life cycle of salmon. This weekes@RF members will begin talking to the students abguighing as a sport
and as an industry.

Bruce also indicated that there would be another stob@anup on the Mokelumne sometime in late March.



After the election of officers, the discussion quickly m@dvto a number of topics: Regarding outings, the attdedmed to prevail
that we should keep the outings simple. Get togethéshdoéit minimize the impact on anyone to provide food etc

Regarding getting the message out to the community sifppeinted out that the announcement in the Ledger, that appear
sporadically, has the wrong location, wrong night anaingrcontact. Glenn Stiltz said he would take careaidf #nd he informs us
he has.

As an outgrowth of the last meeting Randy Baxter hasogether a straw-man calendar for members to look ovemish, and add
to or modify. It is presented here for your study antlbvé@ldiscussed at the February meeting. It is suggestechight make a copy
of the calendar and bring it to the meeting.

Wish'n | was Fish'n
Randy Baxter
Outings Facilitator

The new board and | believe planned outings present dhe best means of introducing new members to flyrfgland broadening
the horizons of veterans. To this end I've developpdrtal list of potential outing. Please look this ozed add to it based upon
your knowledge. | would like to develop a more comprehengv and establish dates and hosts for each ftiprnithe next two
months.

Let’s continue the discussion at the next meeting. Ifcgsunot attend, contact me with your outing suggestionsféerd to host at
(209) 368-8640 or baxter-cauthen@sbcglobal.neRandy left space under each month to write in additional evéfusr editor
took these out to save space. As Randy says, please doatehws#dd outing possibilities to each month.

February
1. Lake Pardee -- float tubes and sinking lines
March
2. Yuba River — trout and steelhead, vigorous wading, nymghnalicator fishing.
3. Greenstone Pond — largemouth bass, floating lines andhgdmpgs or sinking lines and wooly buggers etc. depending
upon preceding weather.
April
4. Greenstone Pond — weed removal
May
5. Greenstone Pond — club picnic and fishing for largemuagh
6. Ken Bush’s Pond — largemouth bass, float tubes and poppers.
7. Davis or Frenchman lake — early season fishing fat,tfloat tubes
June
8. Discovery Bay (hwy 4, south delta) — striped bass (12-868{t tubes or canoes, surface flies before sun-usmadmers
on lead core for the morning.
July

9. Upper Truckee (Heritage Trout Challenge) — Lahanton cutttsroal] stream fishing, 6-7 mile round trip hike, easy to
moderate difficulty.
10. IF Angling Regs Allow: Silver King Creek (Heritageotlit Challenge) -- Paiute Cutthroat, small creek fishing.
11. Indian Creek Reservoir — rainbow trout, float tubesamimg mornings and evenings, Callibaetis and damseldgtch
12. Davis and/or Frenchman lakes -- rainbow trout, flosggup wading mornings and evenings, Callibaetis and damsel
hatches.
13. Discovery Bay (hwy 4, south delta) — striped bass (12-284), tubes or canoes, surface flies before sun-up and
streamers on lead core for the morning.
August
14. Yuba River — rainbow trout and early steelhead, @pérs, pale morning dunns and caddis.
September
15. Yuba River — rainbow trout and early steelhead, @pérs, pale morning dunns and caddis.
October
16. North Coast/inland steelhead fishing — Mad River, Iddl@emath River, Stone Lagoon.
17. Crowley Lake —
18. Feather River — steelhead on glo bugs and pheadsniveading moderate.
19. Every other lake and river in California
November
20. Yuba, American, Feather river — steelhead, egg hatch
21. Eagle Lake --



Fishing Reports:

With all the discussion at the January meeting onrgetiut to fish, and with steelhead fishing in full swing, yatitoe thought it
might be interesting to put together a short anthology ff pawsletter articles advising on steelhead fishing.

Yuba River clinic, January 27, 2002, checklist by Randy Bax®ablished in the February 2002 AFF newsletter.

1. A 2004 sport fishing license with a steelhead report GHd. IT NOW. Marysville will be an hour round-trip if yaan find a
store open!

2. Clothing: polypropylene underwear and liner socks, gtéyeor wool mid-layer(s) that should include a soskgt/pants and a
200-300 wt jacket, and rain gear (this will also stop the present wind). Bring an insulated hat (a warm head nfeagess that
will move) and fingerless gloves.

3. Waders: neoprene if you have them or wear 200-300Iyegter pants under your breathables. All should havading belt.

4. Felt soled shoes and a wading staff with a leash. Rowes could be at yearly minimums or moderate wingeroff flows. Under
the former conditions, tall, strong waders can getyamthout a wading staff, but folks under 57" in neoprendisstart loosing
traction crossing. As flows approach 900 cfs, a wadiaff secomes a must for all safe crossings.

5. Rod: a 9-10 ft, 6-8 wt with a floating weight forwairtel Heavier lines tend to be easier to cast antra@an the wind and with
weighted flies and leaders.

6. Leaders: refer to George's description or use a 7'5ethfgader to 6-8 Ib tippet; attach an additional 4-&jtkenf 6 Ib test tippet
material (I like clear Maxima because it takes shodkawal is a little stiffer, producing fewer tangles durirgting); and lighter
tippet material (3%, 4x or 5x) for 15-18" tippets to attactalpoint flies.

7. Indicators: yarn and floatant; indicators should kstikely large as they will need to suspend severasBd weights.
8. Weights: removable BB size weights are best; tiityaio add and remove weight will help you adapt to défe depths.

9. Flies: if you have a box of trout nymphs bring itatddnead and flashback styles are good choices for amytfig following list
but are not necessary; in particular look for: #14 phedamymphs, #14 hares ear (dark, light and green all giydes), #14 green
caddis pupa, #10 and #6 golden stonefly nymphs, and #10 or 8rgndwte crystal buggers or streamers (something taoappate a
1-1.5" long salmon fry).

10. Glasses: lightly tinted polarized sunglasses or sgfasges; you should always wear glasses when fipgisthe techniques used
and conditions present will enhance the likelihood adrarflies coming right at you!

11. Lunch and water: bring some food and water packed to calryau to the river (you will not want to hike back keetvehicles).
A large back pocket in your vest might suffice, othervaisieg a small day pack. A good lunch and several snadkbelp you stay
warm through the day.

12. A change of clothes and something warm to drink battleatar: be prepared for the worst -- an accidentadtidgn- so you
don't have to suffer through the drive home too. Evehauit slipping under, a good hike in several layers of clothiag
approximate dunking. It's also nice to have something wauamink and dunk your fingers in at the end of the day.

That's what you should bring to make for a comfortabtbemnjoyable trip. You may also want to carry an alitiver camera or pair
of binoculars. There should be some bald eagles arounttiemedare bound to be photo opportunities. A first seaeltor the
expression of someone loosing a quick 90' of fly lina sbeelhead is worth capturing. There will also be@steng insects to catch:
Skwala stoneflies (nymphs and adults) and other nymipthe @olden stonefly group; blue wing olive mayfliesrfiphs, duns and
spinners); and March browns (nymphs and some adultg)quother less abundant groups.

Professional guide Keith Konekao’s “ten tips on steelheading8ented in a talk to AFF in August of 2003 and summarizégkin t
AFF September-October newsletter.

1. Seams: Steelhead are trout and they eat. Saith®ythe seams between fast and slow water lodking meal.. The fish are in
walking speed current. These seams can be very sulbtteeximple he drew on the board was a barely detectsdae about
halfway down the slope of a v shaped riffle. The seamnsids it flows toward the tailout. You cast into thams and swing
through the tailout. A good place to hook-up is to endwhegsin a “sweet spot”. A depression or hole in theotail You can spot
these because the water is smoother over the depressi



2. Shelfs and drop-offs: Steelhead love to holdgifsa shelf.
3. Color changes: Darker water indicates depression®\ikk like to hold.
4. Windows: The water is smoother over a depressithre river bottem. (sweet spot).

5. River Bottom: Fish like boulders such as the bowtialgsize rocks in the Feather. Tough to wade, butshdiere the fish are.
They don't like to hold in gravel.

6. Water Temperature: The higher the water temperathe tighter the fish hold to the riffles whereréhis more oxygen. As the
water cools and the general oxygen content of the \vatierases, the fish spread out. This is when thkimgaspeed fishing of
seams works the best. Feather River steelhead at¢ousarmer temperatures (58-62) than, for example the ¥stbé50).

7. Water Clarity: Modify your approach based on clarifythe water is off color use dark flies. Ina&tevater use more robust
colors.

8. Food: Glo bugs on the bottom, any type of nymph. jeBaber-October use Caddis, switch to mayfly as thesegarogresses.
9. Current speed: Walking speed water (as earlier indicated)
10. Exposure: What kind of day is it? Over cast, rairéeligtading is okay in the rain. Remember, tailings déovt but. Low

barometric pressure as a front is moving in appeandyersely affect results. Don't “flush” clear sunnysldyut check the sun
angle. Fish don't like the sun in their eyes.

The following excerpts are from an artidRractical advice on tackle and techniques for fall steelheafisfiyng by Randy Baxter, in
the February 2002 newsletter. Only the portions dealittgfishing technique are used here.

The traditional wet fly swing involves casting at adégree angle downstream, releasing some slack line andngenpditream, if
necessary, to allow the fly to sink, then followiggiding the swing of the fly through the water with the tipd The travel of the fly
is slowed by mending upstream in fast water and incrdasetending downstream in slower currents. Fishing aging wet fly
requires good knots and sharp hooks that are checked oftamn tbdie a triple surgeon’s knot to join tippet d@ader and a Kreh
non-slip loop or similar knot to attach the fly tet@ut leader without hindering fly movement. Good knntsstout leaders will
partially compensate for a slow response to releasalliring a take. When a steelhead hits the natural tengetochold tight to the
virtually straight fly line, so the full force of tHesh, its momentum and the water is applied at oncestaviakest link. A good
adrenaline rush shouldn’t be wasted on replacing your tqdst

The wet fly swing works best in water of moderate auramd depths of 3-6'. | look for breaks at the bottdrsteep riffles where
fish might stage prior to negotiating the fast wateowkler, fish can hold anywhere along a junction otfaghd slower currents.
Such conditions occur at the junctions of riffles amas or pools, and within riffles or runs when rockslarge enough to provide a
break in the current. I've found that getting the flyesal feet below the surface will help attract jadeH &nd those holding in
deeper water. To get the fly deeper, the cast is ditextross or even upstream and an upstream reach {sorated so the line
lands as far upstream as possible. In this way thérénels downstream farther, allowing the fly to sibkfore, tension requires a
mend or the swing begins. Split shot may also be amdaskist the drop. The cast can be fished out ondadil#afollowed by the
swing, or movement can be added during the drift by twitchimifting the line. Mending during the drift eft twitches the fly, but
an exaggerated lift may be even more productive. Whehoging either technique remember to keep moving and castingw
water. This will improve your chances of hooking & fisore than working the same water, waiting for thie fo “turn on”.

The second major technigue, nymph and indicator fishiag proven extremely effective for steelhead. t€bknique is most often
used in upstream areas where steelhead habitat ovetitaghat of resident rainbows. Here drifting aquatgeicts provide a major
source of food for both resident rainbows and steelheaticaltor fishing presents the fly in a more realistanner, increasing the
chances of enticing wary residents and steelhead dlkee again traditional trout gear can be used, butatdr®drods are being
traded in favor of 10 or 11’ rods that can lift indicator,girtiand nymphs and cast slow open loops necessary tér&seangling.
For my terminal tackle, | use a standard 7.5’ lead&tlidest, to which | add about 6’ of 6 Ib test limp Maximause a triple
surgeon’s knot to attach another foot of Maxima andremsurgeon’s knot to attach 15-18” of 4x fluorocarboteave about 4-5” of
the Maxima tag end at the Maxima/fluorocarbon knatttach a dropper fly. | use 1-4 removable AB siz#é spbt depending upon
water depth and speed to get the flies down and a combimdibore or two indicators to suspend the gear fromuhfase. | use a
slotted Styrofoam indicator to track long distance casis conjunction with and immediately below a largenyiadicator to help
keep the rig on the surface and the yarn indicator 8lgping down the leader during casting.



When judging where to place my indicators above the wdidpeyin with a distance approximating the water deptisd begin
using two AB split shot, then adjust the distance, thghweand or the cast orientation to ensure I'm gettinédoottom but not
hanging up on it. This will be signaled by occasional digerindicator during the drift. When fishing nympbsiting near the
bottom is often sufficient to produce strikes. Evenmtesting your system all dips of the indicator shouldtigck lightly with a
downstream sweep of the rod followed by an upstream mend linéfiadicator in the absence of a fish or snag.

When fishing in the Central Valley for steelheadd(aesident rainbows) concentrate in and just below salpenrang riffles and
runs. Often steelhead will congregate in the first deepéer below a spawning area. Such runs offer pniyngph-n-indicator
fishing conditions: obvious drop offs and current setniish; a broken surface to partially hide the fisd #re angler from the fish
allowing closer wading a better line control; and feod flow conditions that attract and hold fish. Mvisrth spending time casting
and adjusting tackle/switching flies in such an area.

Eventually the steelhead will move up into riffles d&odd below and among the spawning salmon. Such areas shoa\d de
investigated, even if the water appears too shall@steelhead lying on the bottom is impossible to séeaken water. When
fishing in or adjacent to shallow salmon redds | ofesmove my indicators and high stick two glo bugs: a 1&¢§e10) weighted pink
yarn glo bug and a smaller (#12-14), orange bead style obygtnThe cast is made and drift begins only slightly upstafam
perpendicular to the flow and line tension and drag are tadeeep the weight and flies from dropping into andygimey the rocks.
When high sticking remember to fish the swig out entiaglgt periodically let your flies remain in place downstreafore retrieval,
as fish are apt to be in very shallow locations tiatwill subsequently walk through. If you do hook a fismdhanto your rod and
clear your line, because it will explode out of the shedland head down stream to deep water. | can still réerebneaking off my
first Yuba steelhead under just such conditions. Hopehtps you anticipate what you will need to fish steella@advhets your
appetite for this type of fishing.

Board Meeting: There was no meeting in January

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the geerous support of the following sponsors and

encourage you to think of them when considering your shojppg needs.

Kiene's Fly Shop
2654 Marconi Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95821
916/486-9958
800/40000-fly

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Road
Redding, CA 96002
530/222-3555 800/669-
3474
www.theflvshop.cor

American Fly Fishing
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95864
916-483-1222
800-410-1222
www.americanfly.cor

Teton Fly Reels Inc.

924 Church Hill Road
San Andreas, CA 95249
209/754-4709 800/831-08541
Fax 209/ 754-4716

The Reel Fly Shop
720 S Cherokee Ln. #B
Lodi. CA 95240
209/365-7335

Adventures on the Fly
Keith Kaneko
4555 N. Pershing Ave.
Stockton, CA 95207
209-401-6370
khkaneko@yahoo.com

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Rd.
Redding, CA 96022
1-800-669-3474

Cabbage Rose
Gifts
85 Main Street
Sutter Creek, CA 95685
209-267-5525




