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** Statement of Purpose **

The purpose of this organization is to foster and promheteport of angling with artificial flies; to teaand share
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organizelead outings; and to promote and support the
conservation of fisheries.

*xxx CLUB INFORMATION *++*

Monthly Meetings are the 2 Tuesday of the month
in Room S-7 at Amador High School. About the middle on thesgdes of the building.

The next general meeting of the AFF is on February 11t is “Randy Baxter month” at AFF. Randy will not only be
presenting this months program but will conduct a fly tyingnalestration as well. The fly tying demonstration will be
from 6:00 — 7:00 (please note the start time)Randy will tie a golden stonefly nymph, a green rock wand either a
herniator or a glo bug. The program presentation will ceteslhead fishing at locations from the north coast to the
central valley. Points to be discussed are: Whenrutieoccur at the different locals, migratory behaviod, laow

these two factors dictate the fishing approach. Whatfaod available to steelhead as a function of locatiaredof

the year, how to present the fly to mimic these foods, dad tackle is most appropriate. This is the whole Isteel
package. Whether you are an experienced steelhead fishéota#in,uninformed, or somewhere in between, Thi is
presentation you don’t want to miss.

2003 MEMBERSHIP DUES ***

Please Note: At the January meeting the club unanimously adopted a charthe dues structure (see the report on
the January meeting for details). For 2003 the annual deesdollows: Individual adult $25, Family $40, and student
$8. New members, be sure to ask for a platzh when you pay your 2003 dues. Additional patches can be gracha
from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each. Make checks, for duepataties, payable famador Flyfishers.

You may mail dues to:
AMADOR FLYFISHERS
350 BRIERWOOD WAY

IONE, CA 95640



PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Check with the local shops about the conditions on rivers agahss. Without a lot
of rain lately, the waterways will not be high and nifish well. Rancho Seco is a
good bet for still water. Fish slowly and be careful.

| promised that | would pass on a word of advice abauindyrsafety. Do notise

cruise control during a rain storm or anywhere where youtrhigiiroplane. Your
car will "fly" and accelerate and you will be out of caht Be careful out there.

Bill
*** CALENDAR ***
“+. Tuesday, February 11: Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers. Fly tying

‘ (s | = demonstration at 6:00 by Randy Baxter. At the general meRtngdy will present
\ By | | o l'¢ . the scoop on fishing for steelhead at a number of Northalifoia fisheries.

¥ 1] /”4 (<}

Thurs.-Sun., Februafy 13-16: International Sportsmen’s Exposition. Pleasanton, Alan@maty Fairgrounds.

Saturday, February 15: Outing at Rancho Seco. The Granite Bay Fly Fisherbarmg an outing at Rancho Seco,
and the host, Joe Bania, has invited Amador Fly Fishejsn them.

Sunday, February 16:AFF Club Steelhead Clinic/Outing by George Cecchetti and RandgBartthe Mokelumne below
Camanche Dam. This for those members who want to thes exciting aspect of fly fishing. Meet at 7:00 alomit is ten
participants. No charge, your AFF dues at work.

Tuesday, February 18: Director's meetingt 6:30p.mPerko’s Cafein Martel (please note the change of venue).
All interested members are encouraged to attend.

Fri.-Sun, Feb. 28-Mar. 2 “The Fly Fishing Show.” Marin County, Civic Cent&an Rafael.

***General Club Information ***
You see in the calendar the sudden burst of outings, and oecatime days to boot. Seems like we have feast or
famine. The short notice and your editor's computer prablasrtainly haven't helped fit these into your schedule.
Our thanks to Joe for inviting us to Ranch Seco. Thenfisis supposed to be exceptional. Those of us who were
fortunate enough to attend the steelhead clinic lead byg@emd Randy, last January on the Yuba, can certainfy test
to the knowledge and insight we gained. Don’t pass this wuitgn possibly make it.

If you plan on going to either of these outings, Bruce has ttenioly information for you. To access the clinic, travel
west on Hwy 88 to Hwy 12, then east on Hwy 12 approx. 2 raitesturn left onto Mcintire Rd. Follow this road to
large parking lot on left. As far as gear is concerged,will find about that at the February General meeting.

For Ranch Seco: The tall cooling tower just off Hwy 1G4opens at 7:00 a.m. Fees are $5.00 per vehicle, $4 for
Seniors, boat & trailer is $8.00 or $6.00 for Seniorss @ators are not permitted on the lake.

Joe Bania advises using 5 to 7 wt rods. He prefers “dredgitig’intermediate, uniform sink or type Il sink tip lines.
He used size #14 to #6 beadhead wooley buggers with sparkle chadilhbe flashabou in the pattern. Colors include
olive, black and purple. Leaders are 8 %2 to 10 ft. with 4wven 5x tippets. Fish have been holding 1 to 3 feet off the
bottom.

If you plan to attend either or both, please notify BruckaRs in person, by telephone (274-0448) or email
(baetis@jps.ngt He and Sallye will be preparing and serving a hathusith beverages for club members at both
outings.



**MEETINGS***
January Meeting

The fly tying class hit 2003 at full speed.
The class includes new member Dave
Long (second from left sitting). At right,
Pete, Dave, Peter, Owen concentrate on
the next step in the tying of the marabou
leech while first time visitors Andy
Assereto and Bob Swenson check AFF
out. Bill gets February off. Randy
Baxter will be doing his steelhead fly
tying demonstration.

Business meeting:

Welcome aboard to new member Dave
Long. As you read above, Dave showed
up with his vise and tying gear to sit in on
Bill's fly tying class. Before the evening
was over, we had a new member of AFF.

Bill informed us that the school district has requegtexbf of liability Insurance. Treasurer Bruce Rollavil follow
up on this.

Bruce presented the state of the AFF treasury to $i88. 2t is presented here updated to the end of January.

Starting Balance: $2168.72
Income:
Raffle: 65.00
Membership: 288.00
Expenditures:
FFF dues: 85.00
California Fly fishers magazine, 2 year sub. 26.99
Total: $2409.77

NCCFFF: AFF rep Joe Bania discussed the emphasisl@@FFF is putting on conservation and its support of strea
recovery projects. (think locally, Sutter Creek). Joelamsized that it is our responsibility to call attentstream
degradation and neglect. Joe mentioned Bill Jennings oktdtoandDelta Keepeiin this regard. Your editor looked
up Jennings and Delta Keeper and found the following referenc

The "Save the Mokelumne" effort had much success inidigaip the old copper mines which poisoned Comanche
Lake and the Mokelumne River. Under the leadership of Bill Jgarthis effort morphed into the Delta Keeper
Organization which is now doing so much in its attempisiwove the delta environment.

Joe also mentioned that if any member had questionputr on stream problems they could contact Bill Jennings at
Delta Keeper, 3536 Ranier, Stockton, CA 95204.

While he had the floor, Joe announced the “Fish-out” atiR&eco would take place February 15-16 (noted earlier in
the calendar). There are bass to 15 pounds, as wetbagraut, crappie, and bluegill. Joe recently caught a@1 i
crappie.



Regarding the Sutter Creek project. Dennis expressed ocaloeut the continued interest of club members in this
project. After receiving assurances in the affirmativennis come to the February meeting with enough detailed
information that a formal structuring of the project bagin. Owen Jakobsen volunteered to work up a map of the
creek showing access ect. (see Board Meeting). Demqmig®sal, presented the August meeting and printed in the
September newsletter, is reprinted at the end of thisle&er for your information.

Program: Bruce Rollans presented a slide show he erifitied
Rainbow Collection”. These were slides, with the emghasitrout,
from the numerous fly fishing trips the Rollans took in 2002.y8u
are well aware, Bruce and Sallye range far and widly fish. From
this past summer, till the end of the year, they rdatlyhe spots.
First it was Raindeer Lake in Saskatchewan (this wagike and
wasn't officially part of the “Rainbow Collection.” Hen it was
British Columbia, Alberta and Montana, with visitsRerine, Banff,
and Ennis Montana. Then off to Alaska to fish the TikdRiver in
the Nushagak Basin in southwest Alaska. Fall fishindherSac and
Feather and finally it's off to New Orleans for Readit Just hearing
about these trips is interesting enough but Bruce had assembkt
of slides that made the journey a pictorial delight. Mdéshe slides
were taken by Bruce and Sallye, but they also had a numer
obtained from folks they fished with at these various fighienues.

Bill, Dennis and Bruce have campaigned for some time fdf AF

members to take slides on their outings and trips teeshkigh club. This was an impressive demonstration of how
projected slides, when well composed and correctly exp@se the best medium for presenting scenic beauty. The
wide density range of a color transparency allows all tpéhdsf color of the scene to be enjoyed. The mountaids
lakes around Banff, the beautiful colors of the fish, tatered light off the choppy water. There was one slidie
mountains, as seen from the back yard of the LorettBamis, Montana, that was stunning in its compositi@hcator.

These were great pictures of exciting trips. Thankgettng us come along.

Board Meeting:
Bruce presented a quote of $297.84 for AFF liability insurémc2003. The Board authorized Bruce to pay the
premium. The Board also authorized a two-year subsmnipdi California fly fisher magazine as a raffle prize.

Owen Jakobsen put together topo maps of Sutter Creek (ttk¢ shesving the areas of possible public access (very
few). Owen did a great job with the maps. | assumeilhbave them at the meeting.

Bruce constructed a straw-man 2003 budget based on club incommeesmiihg patterns from 1999 through 2002. The
Board adopted it as a working document and referencedioabe during Board discussions. Thanks to both Owen and
Bruce for their time and effort providing these documents.

A request has come to the Board to consider changing thingelay back to the Third Tuesday. The meeting day was
changed from the third Tuesday to the second on January 20&lwill be presented to the membership at the
February meeting.

Discussing outings, the Board appreciated Joe Bania’'s toviten the Granite Bay outing at Ranch Seco on February
15. The Board suggested that an attempt be made to seglreead clinic/ outing on the American River similar to
the very successful one George Ceechetti and Randy Baxtercbemdast year, on the Yuba. The last Sunday in
February was suggested as an appropriate target datee fidde would try to set something up. (see Calendar an
General Club Information).

There has been a request for the club to discuss motlesatibn for fly fishing. We will bring this topic to the
February General meeting.



Programs for next year:
March: Fly Tiers Night: This is a renewal of agtice from past years. Five or six tiers will be
featured.
April:  Program will be Jim Roberts of Buck-a-Bug. tBits in a future newsletter.
May: Program will be Bob Souza who will do a programtfar general meeting followed by a Saturday
morning “on stream demo”.

Randy has put together an article to accompany his Febmemgrpation. This ieeally Randy Baxter Month.
Practical advice on tackle and techniques for fall steleéad fly fishing.
Randy Baxter

When one reads or hears about fall steelhead fish&igvariably stories about the Rogue or Klamath riveogh of which are

world renowned. However, similar and arguably bettéffi&iling can be found in rivers of the Central Vallsych as the

American, Feather, Yuba and Sacramento. One rdassbetter fall fishing in Valley rivers is that seagrparticularly the

Sacramento and Yuba, support good populations of large (16e2ent rainbows as well as the steelhead, and all bevanse

vulnerable during the fall salmon egg “hatch”. In thiscée | describe some of the tackle and techniques uséddlifsteelhead to
help you prepare you for a trip.

Several fly fishing techniques are used for
steelhead. Most are variations of the wet fly swing
or nymph and indicator drift. Swinging wet flies is
the most popular technique in the Lower Klamath
and Rogue Rivers. It allows for relatively rapid
coverage of water when searching for aggressive
fish. Here a 9’5 or 6 wt rod can still be used, but
big rivers favor those who can cast for distance and
reach previously unbothered fish, so 9-11’ rods
capable of casting 6-8 wt, weight-forward lines, 12’
leaders and weighted #8 and 6 flies are most often
used. In the clearer, smaller waters of the Trinity
River, 5 and 6 wt rods and smaller 8-12 flies are
most often used. Soft hackle flies incorporating
plamered partridge and chenille bodies of black,
olive or brindle yellow are good for the Trinity; fiencorporating crystal flash and or tinsel of the saoler patterns, but larger
work better on the Klamath; and combinations of black antesed should be added to the fly box for the Rogue River.

The traditional wet fly swing involves casting at adégree angle downstream, releasing some slack line andngenpditream, if
necessary, to allow the fly to sink, then followiggiling the swing of the fly through the water with the tipd The travel of the
fly is slowed by mending upstream in fast water and incdcegenending downstream in slower currents. Fishing agimg wet
fly requires good knots and sharp hooks that are checlel dfiearn to tie a triple surgeon’s knot to join tipged leader and a
Kreh non-slip loop or similar knot to attach thetftya stout leader without hindering fly movement. Gooot&iand stout leaders
will partially compensate for a slow response to i=édine during a take. When a steelhead hits the h&tadency is to hold tight
to the virtually straight fly line, so the full faecof the fish, its momentum and the water is appliethed o the weakest link. A
good adrenaline rush shouldn’t be wasted on replacing yout tpfig.

The wet fly swing works best in water of moderate auramd depths of 3-6'. | look for breaks at the bottdst@ep riffles where
fish might stage prior to negotiating the fast wateowkler, fish can hold anywhere along a junction okfaghd slower currents.
Such conditions occur at the junctions of riffles amas or pools, and within riffles or runs when rockslarge enough to provide
a break in the current. I've found that getting theslyeral feet below the surface will help attradeghfish and those holding in
deeper water. To get the fly deeper, the cast is ditextross or even upstream and an upstream reachrizorated so the line
lands as far upstream as possible. In this way thérénels downstream farther, allowing the fly to sibkfore, tension requires a
mend or the swing begins. Split shot may also be amdaskist the drop. The cast can be fished out ondadil#afollowed by the
swing, or movement can be added during the drift by twitchimlifting the line. Mending during the drift eft twitches the fly,

but an exaggeratdit may be even more productive. When employing eithelrtejue remember to keep moving and casting to
new water. This will improve your chances of hookirfgsla more than working the same water, waiting for thie tiis“turn on”.



The second major technique, nymph and indicator fishiag proven extremely effective for steelhead. t€bknique is most often
used in upstream areas where steelhead habitat ovetitaghat of resident rainbows. Here drifting aquatgeicts provide a major
source of food for both resident rainbows and steelhewaticaltor fishing presents the fly in a more realistanner, increasing the
chances of enticing wary residents and steelhead dlkee again traditional trout gear can be used, butatdr®drods are being
traded in favor of 10 or 11’ rods that can lift indicator,gitiand nymphs and cast slow open loops necessary tdér&eep
tangling. For my terminal tackle, | use a standard|@ader to 8Ib test, to which | add about 6’ of 6 Ib liesp Maxima. | use a
triple surgeon’s knot to attach another foot of Maxend another surgeon’s knot to attach 15-18" of 4x fluobmear | leave about
4-5” of the Maxima tag end at the Maxima/fluorocarbontko attach a dropper fly. | use 1-4 removable At siplit shot
depending upon water depth and speed to get the flies dovencamabination of one or two indicators to suspend the fgem the
surface. | use a slotted Styrofoam indicator to ttanl distance casts or in conjunction with and imntetiidbelow a large yarn
indicator to help keep the rig on the surface and &ne pndicator from slipping down the leader during casting.

When judging where to place my indicators above the wdidpeyin with a distance approximating the water depthisd begin
using two AB split shot, then adjust the distance, thghweand or the cast orientation to ensure I'm gettinédbottom but not
hanging up on it. This will be signaled by occasional digkerindicator during the drift. When fishing nympbsiting near the
bottom is often sufficient to produce strikes. Evenmtesting your system all dips of the indicator shouldtigck lightly with a
downstream sweep of the rod followed by an upstream mend linéfiadicator in the absence of a fish or snag.

Any nymph and indicator rig will take practice to caSse your whole arm to assist the cast. Let the Bebuoyed up by the
current downstream, then with a long strip, lift the lmel tackle and redirect it around you to the desiredagmttocation for the
next drift. If the flies land out of position, lift theap immediately with another full arm cast and redireainticerrectly. Always
wear eye protection but when beginning this type of fiskorge head protection might be useful as well. Misib false casts to
one if any.

Fly choice should be based upon local knowledge, but doafrail to use your favorite nymph — steelhead probadole lonly a
vague memory of what their freshwater foods looked likgg fatterns are universally good whenever salmon are iivérs, but
periodically, even in the middle of the spawning perioanplys will out fish eggs, so be prepared. On the Ameritargteen rock
worm (caddis larva) are very productive. Feather Rteelhead chase numerous nymph patterns, but bedgflash-back
pheasant tails and dark or light birds nests (#12) sedmm ¢onsistently productive. On the Yuba, my choicefdropper fly is a
#8 or 10 golden stonefly nymph and the point fly is eitlbenestype of egg pattern (#8-12) or a dark nymph (#12-16, phdagant
(PT), flash back PT, dark or light hares ear or birs,rblack AP nymph etc.). Fly size depends upon watétyc@ad the number
of steelhead around: the more steelhead the largély theyou can hook and hold them; smaller flies aoeatikely fool the large
resident trout (14-22") common in the Yuba and Sacramerdosriless common in the American and Feather), byttiight also
require a lighter tippet and more care and time to laadish after hooking.

When fishing in the Central Valley for steelheadd(aesident rainbows) concentrate in and just below salpenrang riffles and
runs. Often steelhead will congregate in the first deepéer below a spawning area. Such runs offer pniyngph-n-indicator
fishing conditions: obvious drop offs and current seniish; a broken surface to partially hide the fiskh #re angler from the
fish allowing closer wading a better line contraigdood and flow conditions that attract and hold fishis ¥Worth spending time
casting and adjusting tackle/switching flies in such aa.are

Eventually the steelhead will move up into riffles d&odd below and among the spawning salmon. Such areas shoa\d de
investigated, even if the water appears too shall@steelhead lying on the bottom is impossible to séeaken water. When
fishing in or adjacent to shallow salmon redds | ofesnove my indicators and high stick two glo bugs: a l&#g8el0) weighted
pink yarn glo bug and a smaller (#12-14), orange bead stylerio bug. The cast is made and drift begins oty upstream of
perpendicular to the flow and line tension and drag are tadeeep the weight and flies from dropping into andygimey the rocks.
When high sticking remember to fish the swig out entiaglgl periodically let your flies remain in place downstreafots
retrieval, as fish are apt to be in very shallovatams that you will subsequently walk through. If you dokha fish, hang onto
your rod and clear your line, because it will explodeafube shallows and head down stream to deep water. stilaemember
breaking off my first Yuba steelhead under just such ¢mmdi. Hope this helps you anticipate what you willchiefish steelhead
and whets your appetite for this type of fishing.

Reprint of Dennis Larson’s proposal strawman for théeS@reek Project
Suffer CreekFisherylmprovement®rogram

The Sutter Creek runs from above the town of Volcaastwen- miles through the community of Sutter Credke t€n miles
between Volcano and Sutter Creek have historically begroductive Rainbow and Brown trout fishery. Perifddrought and
the-non stocking of Sutter Creek by the California Depant of Fish and Game have reduced the quality of the Yishés my
proposal to improve the quality and participation fighin Sutter Creek by:



To support a Children’s Fishing Day which would incladeshing clinic (fly fishing, use of lures and bait)

Working with the California Fish &Game for the $tiog of Sutter Creek with Rainbow and/or Brown trout.

Identification of areas of public access along the 18g¥of Sutter Creek between the towns of Volcano and

Sutter Creek.

4. Contact with-homeowners along Sutter Creek for leeazaess to the stream. Include the putting up of signs
recognizing the access trail.

5. Investigate the possibility of catch-and rele&darfg for Sutter Creek.

wn e

The above 5 objectives would include.

=

The commitment of the Amador FlyFishers as ovessfe¢he Sutter Creek Fishery Improvement Program.

2. The submitting of requests for support from the Califorrepddtment of Fish & Game, the Federation of Fly Fisheds
various other local organizations.

3. Requesting the donations of prizes from varioushing retailersto support a raffle where the profits would
go to support a budget to provide signs for publicsacmeSutter Creek, as well as the purchase of poees f
the Children’s Fishing Day.

4. Asking various local retail businesses for donatimfprizes for the Children’s Fishing Day.

| also recommend that a Committee be establishetidoButter Creek Fishery Improvement Program that wioaldde

=

prizes for the Children’s Fishing Day.

A Chairman to be appointed by the President of AmagdriBhers.
The Amador Fly Fishers Northern California Fedenadf Fly Fishers representative.
One to three-members-for the-purpose- of contactiraguping and raffling off prizes as well as obtaining

One-to three-members for the-purpose-of making comtiithomeowners along Sutter Creek, seeking

permission for Sutter Creek access. Includeprtbsiuction and putting in place of public access signs.

the membership of the Amador Fly Fishers.

Any other duties not mentioned would be the respontsilifithe entire Committee and/or any volunteers of

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the geerous support of the following sponsors and
encourage you to think of them when considering your shojppg needs.

Kiene's Fly Shop
2654 Marconi Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95821
916/486-9958
800/40000-fly

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Road
Redding, CA 96002
530/222-3555 800/669-
3474
www.theflvshop.cor

ADD ART Framing &
Gallery
20 Main
Jackson, CA 95642
209/223-3339

Teton Fly Reels Inc.
924 Church Hill Road
San Andreas, CA 95249
209/754-4709 800/831-08541
Fax 209/ 754-4716

The Reel Fly Shop
720 S Cherokee Ln. #B
Lodi. CA 95240
209/365-7335

Sutter Gold Mining Co
Heart of the Mother Lode
Mine Tours
Hwy 49, Sutter Creek
www.suttergold.com
888.818.7462

Tuxedo Custom Rods
P.O. Box 1167
Stockton, CA 95201
(209) 464-6133, 948-6500
FAX: (209) 948-6757

Perko's Café
11988 Highway 88
Martel
209-223-4420

Cabbage Rose
Gifts
85 Main Street
Sutter Creek, CA 95685
209-267-5525

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Rd.
Redding, CA 96022
1-800-669-3474




