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     **  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share knowledge and 
techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the conservation of fisheries. 

 
Attention AFF members!!! 

If your 2002 dues aren’t paid by the time the next newsletter is printed, I am 
afraid this is your last newsletter until you renew your membership. 

 
**** MEETINGS and CLUB INFORMATION **** 

 

Monthly Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 
The next meeting of the AFF is on Tuesday February 12:  The fly tying session with Bill DeWalt starts at 6:00 with the 
business meeting and program following at 7:00.  The fly to be tied this month is the San Juan Worm.  The program will 
feature a Randy Baxter presentation on the pleasures of, as well as the proper techniques for, fishing for large mouth bass.     
. 

*** 2002 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
Sad but true, it is that time of year again.  Time to pay your annual dues.  Treasurer Bruce Rollans will be glad to 
accept your dues payment for 2002, either at the this meeting or by mail.  Individual dues are $20.00, $10.00 for a spouse, 
$30 for families, and $8.00 for students.   I must remind you that our by-laws dictate that the newsletter can only be sent 
to paid-up members and the grace period is one month.  So, if you haven’t paid, this is could be your last newsletter.  
Don’t let this happen.  
 
New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when you pay your 2002 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from 
Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, for dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers. 

 
You may mail dues to: 

 
AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
We had five new guests at our last (January) meeting and three of them joined 
that night. If each member sets a goal to bring a guest (or guests) to our 
meetings, we will advertise our club and allow more chances to gain new 
members. 
 
Traveling by air on vacations has become more complicated with the addition 
of safety factors. Dan Williams did a good job at our January meeting 
explaining the new preparation “guidelines” that we might encounter when 
traveling.  
 
Start setting goals for fishing our local areas (and your extended trips). 
I will continue to explore the American River and start fishing the Mokelumne 
River and one lake in the Silver Lake region.  
Set your own goals and enjoy fly fishing. 
 
Bill 

 
 

***  CALENDAR  *** 
 
Tuesday, February 12:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 6:p.m. we have the fly tying class.  The general 
meeting, at 7:p.m.   
 
Tuesday, February 19:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. Round Table Pizza, Martel.  All interested members are 
welcome to participate. 
 
February 14-17: International Sportsman’s Exposition, Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. 
 
March 2-3: The Fly Fishing Show, Marin County Civic Center, San Rafael.  Inaugural visit of this all-fly fishing 
show to the bay area.  This really looks good.  Check out their web site at www.flyfishingshow.com.   

 
***General Information and Happenings*** 

Got two great must visit web sites for you.  www.flyshop.com.  This site has everything.  Give it a look.  The other 
one is www.tie-1-on.net.  This is a fly tying web site, primarily for beginners and novices, worth a look by any level 
of tier.  If you are on the Internet you really owe it to yourself to give these two sites a look. 
 
2002 fishing licenses:  Your editor has been promoting the DFG website as a simple way to buy your license.  
Perhaps some of you have found out, as I did, that you can’t get the steelhead card over the net.  I ended up at 
Longs, as I expect did most of you. 
 
Here is some additional information your editor culled from the presentation by Mike Costello of Pacific 
Adventures at the December AFF Dinner.  
 
Fishing for trout on the local rivers, Pat recommended fishing two flies with a yarn indicator.  Pat ties off his 
trailing fly through the eye of the lead fly.  This leaves the hook unencumbered.  He likes to overload the rod, 
recommending a #8 line on a 7 weight rod.  When fishing for strippers Pete uses a 9 weight rod with 29 foot lead 
core shooting head with running line.  He uses all loop knots to give the fly more movement.  On retrieve keep the 
tip in the water and strip straight back with the pole against your stomach.  When casting shooting heads don’t let 
the line out on the back cast. Also, don’t wait too long on the back cast.  As soon as the fly passes your head think 
forward cast.  Pat jokingly suggested wearing a hard hat (if he saw your editor cast it would be a serious 
suggestion).  A favorite striper fly is a four inch chartreuse shad fly.  You must not stop stripping back when a 
stripper is hitting the fly.  Pat pointed out that all of the trout on the Stanislaus are wild, as are 95% of the trout in 
the mokelumne.  On the Yuba Pat suggests dry flies on a 6 weight in January and February, especially below the 
highway 20 bridge (at our outing, some of the fellows saw some rises).  In March he goes with mayfies.  Pat feels a 



 

drift boat is the only way to fish the lower Sac.  Lower Sac. trout are very acrobatic, lots of action.  His guide 
service, www.fishtrips.net, provides overnight float trips on the Sac., as well as half and full day guide service on all 
our local rivers. 
       
AFF Historian:   You are probably aware that Sam Cooper has accepted the appointed position of AFF Historian.  
Sam has maintained a file containing virtually all the newsletters published by the club since its inception.  If you 
would like any information on past club events Sam is your man. 
 
AFF For Sale: 
Bruce Rollans has the following fly fishing items for sale.  You can contact him at 209-274-0448.   
2 DB Dun double rod and reel carry cases.   Holds two 9 ft. two piece with  attached reel.  $16 each  
1 Hardy double rod and reel carry case.  Holds two 8 ft. two piece with attached reel.   $16 
1 pr. L.L.Bean wading shoes with Aqua Stealth soles, size 11. VG condition            $40   
1 pr. Simms wading shoes with felt soles, size 11.  VG condition                 $30 
1 pr. Force Fins, size XL. VG Condition                      $60 
1 pr. Reddington water clog slip-on wading shoes, size 9.  Like new                 $20 
1 pr. Glacier Glove Chest Stocking foot Waders, Medium,  VG condition           $25 
1 pr. BARE ultralite Chest Stocking Foot Waders, Medium King.  VG condition            $30 
1 SA Shooting Head Intermediate Sink #8 line                    $15 
1 SA WF5S Wet Cel #1 line                       $20 
1 SA WF7F/S Hi D line                                    $20 
1 SA AirCel WR8F line                         $15               
1 SA WF6S Wet Cel #1 line                                   $20 
1 SA Shooting Head Type 4 #8 line                                 $15 
 
 

 
***MEETINGS*** 

 
Last Meeting:    
 
The fly tying class taught by Bill DeWalt got the 
year off to a good start by tying a mysterious fly  
made basically of red yarn like material.  Toward the 
end of the session Bill cut off the point of the hook 
and announced that they had been tying a fly for 
practice casting.  Things get more serious (we hope) 
at the February meeting with introduction of the San 
Juan Worm.  At right, Bill, Rich Owings, and Pete 
Bunting concentrate on their vices while John 
Powers kibitzes. 
 
Club Business: 
Under new business, Jeff Kelley informed the group that he and Dennis Larson have been looking into a possible 
club project to do restoration work on Sutter Creek.  Jeff said there are some nice fish in Sutter Creek and one 
aspect of the project would be to identify (obtain) public (fishing) access to the creek.  Perhaps try to get access 
every half mile or so.  The response was enthusiastic with full backing to proceed. 
 
Bruce Rollans presented the treasurers report.  The report is presented, updated to the end of January, in the report 
of the Board meeting. 
 
Membership:  Three new members joined at the January meeting.  A warm welcome to Jerry Cassesi, and Bill and 
Chris Bustellos. 
 



 

Fishing reports:  Joe Bania reported that Ranch Seco has been planted with Eagle Lake trout.  Joe fished the lake 
and caught seven in the 17-18 inch range.  He had larger fish on.  He was using 8 lb tippet and three fish broke him 
off. 
 
With the surprise visit by NCCFFF President  Nathan Joyner to the November meeting to augment Joe Bania’s 
monthly report, we are even more aware of the Federation and those areas where we might more closely interact.  
Joe has prepared the following status report on NCCFFF conservation issues for your perusal.  

 
NCCFFF (a.k.a. NC2F3):  Conservation Report 12/1/01 

Summarized by Joe Bania from NCCFFF Conservation Committee Minutes 
 
2002 Fishing Regulations: 
  
NCCFFF representatives attended the State Fish and Game Commission meeting in October to present 
recommended changes for the 2002 Fishing Regulations.  Their proposals included changes to the regulations 
regarding striped bass, Putah Creek, Fall River, and DFG’s proposal for the Upper Sac.  
 
It is anticipated we will see a number of new regulations intended to protect steelhead and salmon, primarily to due 
the voice of the National Marine Fisheries Service.  The Calaveras and the Yuba are two rivers affected.  In 1999, 
NC2F3 proposed a reduced limit on the Calaveras River which is now being supported by DFG. 
 
Under a mandate from Director Hight, DGF is attempting to simplify fishing regulations and also to overhaul the 
format of the document printed for the public that portrays those regulations.  NC2F3 expressed concern about the 
potential to lose existing protection for fisheries in the name of simplification.  DFG staff insists this won’t happen 
and has committed to give NC2F3 a chance to comment on the draft of their plan once it is developed. 
 
Calaveras Update:  The State Water Resources Control Board has still not taken action on the CSPA and NC2F3 
complaint regarding last year’s fish kill on the Calaveras.  The Board cited lack of information provided by DFG.  
This is particularly disturbing because DFG confirmed that two of the fish were steelhead or steelhead progeny.  
DFG has made a commitment to submit the information to the Board.  In the interim, the Board has deferred to a 
planned consultation between the National Marine Fisheries Service and the dam operators.  
 
FERC Hydro Licenses: 
 
Pit River Powerhouses #3, #4, & #5:  PG&E has now filed its license application with FERC.  When final, the 
license will determine the flows and operating guidelines for decades.  There is still a lot of studying to be 
completed, including studying the effects of various flow rates.  There are serious concerns from DFG and the 
USFWS about the impact on fish and wildlife, including frogs and eagles, if higher flows are introduced in periods 
of the year when flows would normally be lower.  The studies are scheduled for completion in 2002. 
 
“Upper Upper” Sac:  A private developer has received a permit for two hydropower dams on the South and Middle Forks of 
the Upper Sac above Lake Siskiyou.  Local opposition is strong, and Bob Baiocchi  submitted a comment letter on the project 
on behalf of NC2F3.  As a next step, the developer must plan and execute the necessary studies, which will be formidable in this 
case.  It remains to be seen whether the developer has the will, resources, and financial incentive to pursue this project to 
completion. 
 
Feather River:  Bob Baiocchi has filed a petition for rehearing with FERC regarding the new license for the Rock 
Creek-Cresta Project which includes high summer weekend flows.  If this petition is denied, the remaining remedy 
is federal court. 

 
Trinity River:  NC2F3 was a co-signer on a letter to the Trinity River Management Council outlining concerns and 
recommendations regarding the current restoration efforts approved by the Interior Department.  Among the 
objections is the dumping of gravel in salmon holding holes where there may not be high enough flows to move the 
gravel, and the failure to implement projects which would address siltation.  The letter also asked for increased 
stakeholder participation in the decision making process. 
 



 

Auburn Ravine Creek: NC2F3  is working to ensure steelhead aren’t negatively affected by a proposed water 
pumping station on the American River which will impact Auburn Ravine Creek.  A request for an extension on the 
comment deadline has been granted.  A meeting to address key concerns with the various agencies involved is 
planned. 
 
Steelhead Committee:  Doug Dempco, a fisheries biologist, would like to involve flyfishers in the sampling portion 
of a steelhead genetic research project.  NC2F3 has expressed a willingness to consider this, assuming his project 
gets support from DFG. 
 
 
Program: 
When does the plane leave?  I think most of the attendees at the January meeting were ready to pack a bag and head 
for the airport after Dan Williams, of Distant Waters Travel Service, finished showing us slides of those beautiful 
(and warm) fishing venues in Belize, Cancun, Hawaii, and Baja.  Even more temperate venues in Alaska got the 
juices flowing.  Dan broke his presentation into three sections.  Trips your non-fishing spouse or other family 
members will willingly accompany you on, his personal favorite trips, 
and how to pack to deal with the new travel restrictions.    
 
The trips that will entice the rest of the family are: Hawaii, with half day 
and  full day bonefish trips. Cancun, with numerous opportunities for 
one day trips for small tarpon, permit, snook and bonefish, only one 
hour out of Cancun.  And New Orleans, a Bruce and Sallye Rollans 
favorite, where redfish is the attraction and the whole family will enjoy 
the ambiance of the city.  
 
Dan’s favorite sites are Pesca Maya, 90 miles south of Cancun; Loreta, 
in Baja;  Isla Holbox on the northern tip of the Yucatan Peninsula and 
the upper reaches of the Nushagak River in Alaska.  At Pesca Maya the 
fishing for permit and bonefish is outstanding and the area, accessible by 
4-wheel drive, is beautiful with an abundance of wild life.  His 
suggestion for a trip would be to fish there for a few days, then go back 
to Cancun to see the sights, Mayan ruins etc. and then go north of 
Cancun to fish for small tarpon among the mangroves.  When do we leave?  Loreta (also a favorite of Bruce and 
Sallye) is easy to get to, and very reasonably priced.  You can fish for dorado, sailfish, and cabrilla.  Isla Holbox is 
where you go for big, up to 200 lbs, tarpon.   Wildstreams Alaska has a deluxe camp on the Nushagak River that 
provides both a wonderful fishing experience and a wilderness experience as well.  The fishing is for salmon, pike, 
rainbows, dolly varden, and grayling. Dan’s dream trip is to fish in Mexico for one week in late July and then fish  
the next week in Alaska. 
 
The new regulations for commercial flying have really complicated transporting fishing gear.  Dan suggested you 
use a briefcase for papers, some personal items, and perhaps your reels, because you can be sure it can be a carry-
on.  A good hard case for the rods if they must be checked.  Obviously four or five piece rods are a must to have 
any hope of being a carry-on.  Items such as large tarpon hooks and single rod cases (club) and even reels with the 
line on have been judged “no-nos.”  He suggested Harding cases that are both inexpensive and sturdy.  Dan also 
mentioned that Cabelas has a great water tight bag for $10, and a very reasonably priced rain gear parka. 
 
 
 
Last Board Meeting:  
 
Regarding outings, In late July or early August, Jeff Kelley will lead a weekend outing at Indian Creek reservoir, 
near his cabin in the Grover Hot Springs area.  We are also interested in going to Red Lake this summer.  This 
could be as part of the Indian Creek weekend or perhaps as a separate trip.  We are also interested in a fall outing to 
Woods Lake.  John Powers is looking into this.  Additional outings definitely “on” for 2002 are the annual day at 



 

Greenstone in May, the trip to Eagle Lake and the Dennis Larson trip to the  “Double Haul in the Fall”  at Crowley 
Lake. 
 
Here’s a another definite date to put on your calendar.  The 2002 Annual Club dinner has been scheduled for 
Sunday December 8th at Teresa’s.  Dennis Larson and Jeff Kelley will handle the raffle. 
 
The programs for the next few months are as follows: 
 
March 12:  The speaker will be John Dymek, California Department of Fish and Game Warden. He will address 
                  current fishing regulations for our local area and review some past problem areas(poaching). 
April 9:   The speaker will be Ron Rabun on “Nymphing for Trout.” 
May 14:   An AFF member program on fishing local waters.  This is being coordinated by John Powers. 
June 11:   The speaker will be Eddie Perez from Tuxedo Custom Rods.  Eddie will discuss the manufacture of  
                custom graphite and fiberglass fly rods. 
 
Club Outing: 
 
Show me the fish!!!  The January 27th AFF outing on the Yuba lacked only one thing, cooperation from the fish.  
Earlier in the week the concern was about the weather and not how the fish might be biting.  A cold, rainy storm 
system was entering the area and the main worry was what the mood of Mother Nature would be on Sunday.  Well, 
the day turned out cold, but clear and beautiful.  The river flow was a bit higher than expected, but still quite 
fishable.  Ten AFF members: co-leader Randy Baxter, Ron Calvert, Bill DeWalt, Dave Friend, Dennis Larson, Don 
Mittelsteadt, Rich Owings, Bruce 
Rollans, Frank Velardi, and your 
editor, as well as a colleague of 
Randy, and co-leader George 
Cecchetti, were ready for action.  It 
was not to be.  Randy caught one 14 
inch juvenile, Dave Friend hooked a 
brand X and, except for a minnow 
that attacked George Ceechetti’s fly, 
that was it.  However, it was a fine 
day to be on the river and we got 
lots of practice trying to correctly 
present the multi-component rig that 
Randy and George use for steelhead. 
 
Prior to entering the water, George 
and Randy presented a detailed 
orientation (see right).  They discussed the relationship of the indicator, weight, top fly and dropper, and how they 
should be presented.  We all felt “armed and ready “ when we entered the river (see below).  I realize you can’t 

recognize anyone, but 
that’s us.  
 
Some folks got in more 
casts than others.  Your 
editor spent a major 
portion of the day 
trying to unsnarl 
tangles of leader, tippet, 
shot and flies.  
Learning to play a 
musical instrument by 
thinking about it might 
have worked for the 



 

musicians in the Broadway musical Music Man, but the techniques of Professor Harold Hill sure didn’t work for 
your editor.  My casting experience, leading up to this outing, had been limited to casting a single fly.  
Nevertheless, I was reasonably confident that I would quickly adapt to casting the multiple array of indicator, 
weight and flies.  It was not to be.  Your, now humbled, editor went through four leaders, untold numbers of shot, 
and yards of Maxima tippet.  I demonstrated the ability to turn my rig into a tangled bird’s nest in a single cast.  
Bruised but unbowed, I am determined to conquer this latest stumbling block to a satisfying retirement.   
 
The club turnout for this outing was really impressive, and I think we would all do it again in a heartbeat.  
Especially, if we thought the steelhead would be more cooperative.  A richly deserved thanks to George and Randy 
for a great clinic and most enjoyable day on the Yuba.   

 
 
 

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following 
sponsors and encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-

3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 

ADD ART Framing & 
Gallery 
20 Main 

Jackson, CA 95642 
209/223-3339 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

 

TWIGS 
Mountain HomeFurnishings 

49 Main Street 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

209-267-1304 

 

Tuxedo Custom Rods� �
P.O. Box 1167 

Stockton, CA 95201 
(209) 464-6133,  948-6500 

FAX: (209) 948-6757 
 

 
Inside Angler 

 Mike Fong 
www.insideangler.com  

PO Box 31282 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
phone/fax: (415) 586-7668 

  

 
American Fly Fishing 

Co. 
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 95864 
916-483-1222 

 

 

Designs by Diane 
Gifts 

48 Main Street 
Jackson, CA 95642 

209-223-3933 
 

 

Hunan Chinese 
Restaurant 

335 Preston Ave. 
Ione, CA 95640 
209-274-2646 

 

 

Cabbage Rose  
Gifts 

85 Main Street 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

209-267-5525 

The Cottage of Sutter 
Creek 

Vacation cottage 
Information and reservations  
at 866-242-6870 (toll free) 

 or lambert@cdepot.net 

 

Ione Video and 
Appliance 

141 Main Street 
Ione, CA 95640 
209-274-0532 

 

 

Ione Family 
Chiropractic  
119 Clay Street 
Ione, CA 95640 
209-274-2000 

 
Teton Fly Reels Inc. 

924 Church Hill Road 
San Andreas, CA 95249 

209/754-4709  800/831-0855 
Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Rd. 
Redding, CA 96022 

1-800-669-3474 

 

Heads Up Plus Hair 
Salon 

13 West Main 
Ione, CA  95640 
209-274-4419 

 
1st Sentry Market 

Ione, CA  



 

 
Board of Directors 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640 bigrockranch@volcano.net    
Vice President: Jeff Kelley (209) 295-3434 jkelley@cdepot.net 
Secretary: Sallye Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net   
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335 sanden@amafrog.com  
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Member Rep. Dave Friend (209) 274-6167 dafriend@cdepot.net 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765 llshaw@attbi.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
AFF Historian: Sam Cooper  
 
 

 
 

NEXT AFF MEETING, FEBRUARY 12  
FLY TYING AT 6:00 

PROGRAM BY RANDY BAXTER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 

 
 
 
 
 


