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** Statement of Purpose **
The purpose of this organization is to foster and prometsybrt of angling with artificial flies; to teach and

share knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to orgamddead outings; and to promote and
support the conservation of fisheries.

*xxx CLUB INFORMATION *++*

Monthly Meetings are the 2° Tuesday of the month
in Room S-7 at Amador High School. About the middléhefeast side of the building.

The next AFF Event is the annual dinner on Sunday Evening &ember §' at Teresa’s. Hopefully by the
time you get this newsletter letter you will alreadyénanade your reservation to join your fellow “AFFer’s”
and their guests.

The next general meeting of the AFF is on January 14Fly tying will start at 5:30. The program at 7:00
will feature Randy Baxter telling us how to nail steatthén Central Valley waters.



PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Our December '8annual AFF dinner banquet brings a close to the year 2002 and
am thankful to everyone who has contributed to Amador Flyfigsheryear. The
monthly meeting program presenters have provided both enteetat and
information toward our enjoyment of our common interest,igtyig. The club’s
board members have worked as a cooperative unit to KEEmA organization to
foster and promote the sport of angling with artifiti@s. Thanks to the members
who have contributed articles to the newsletter and tedher, who puts it all
together to keep everyone informed. It is only becausesafedicated efforts that
/| you are reading this monthly newsletter.

We have learned about fishing, have gone on trips and outimjbaae a dedicated
group of fly tiers. The November 30 outing to Lake Amadowislast fishing event
of the year followed by the December dinner banquet. Ifflehtm see you at both

. events.

. Thanks again, Bill

*** CALENDAR ***

Sunday, December 8:AFF dinner at Teresa’s.

Tuesday, January 14: Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers. At 5:30 we have théyfhg class. The general meeting,
Randy Baxter on fishing for steelhead in the Centraleyall

Tuesday, January 21: Director's meetingt 6:30p.m. at the Round Table Pizza in Martel. Any intedesiembers are
encouraged to attend.

***General Club Information ***

Annual Dinner : Just a reminder for those of you attending the dinner. Thedoda the same as last year, Teresa'’s
banquet room. The menu is family style with salad, pasiaken and prime beef. The social hour, with a no{bast
at 6:00, dinner at 7:00.

Our speaker, Stephen Rider Haggard, a popular speakeriahifhgffunctions, will present “A Line Across America,”
describing his six month fly fishing and photographing odysseysa@0 states. This program will appeal to fly fishers
and non-fly fishers alike. Mr. Haggard has published a b&dk Fishing the Tahoe Region,” that is due out in
December. We hope to have a couple of copies as iteffls, as well as additional copies available for pueeha

There is an addition to the raffle this year in the fofra silent auction. Among the items to be auctionec dand

made knife with a hand carved manzanita handle craftddtmy Powers, and a set of towels, hand embroidered with a
fly fishing motif, from Owen Jakobsen. The silent auctolhbe completed before the sale of tickets for tHéea |

don't have the list of raffle items, but | have been imfed there will be an adequate supply of rods, reels amddis
accessories, as well as other fine raffle items.



HFMEETINGS***

October Meeting:

As you can see, there was a good
turn out of AFF fly tiers to tie the
peacock & black leech.

Accompanying Rich Owings to
the class was his son Jaime who
appears to be a “chip off the old
block” in fly tying interest and

skill. Glad to see Rich after a
number of months of work related
scheduling conflicts. Welcome
Jaime. Itis great to have you with
us.

Old and New Business:
Treasurer’s Report: Standing in for treasurer Bruce RglIBill announced a checking account balance of $1452. 23 in
the AFF checking account.

NCCFFF: AFF representative Joe Bania reported that the Featesaill be providing input to the DFG regarding the
DFG Strategic Plan for Trout Management. NCCFFFcaterned that about the imbalance of fund allocation
between wild trout management and the hatchery progranthamdsulting impact on wild trout. Historically,
spending on the hatchery program as been more than 10 tinggsetiting on wild trout. Of 33 designated Wild Trout
river segments, only 19 have a completed management plaguaede Of these 19 plans, 13 are 15-22 years old. Of
course, research and monitoring efforts are inadequatelk’s

We are encouraged to voice our opinions, and Joe suggestem&hbers view the plan at www.dfg.ca.gov and either
email the DFG directly or call (916-791-6391) or fax (916-791-6574) REFCV.P. for Conservation Rob Ferroggiaro
with your comments.

Elections There really isn't much to report that's new ba election front. Bill presented the slate from the Bato
meeting and we went through the formal procedures ogéleation. We weren't able to file the vacant positisois
next years Board will consist of : President, Bill Det)ateasurer, Bruce Rollans; Member at Large, John Popwer
new Member at Large, Jerry Cassesi; and NewslEttigor, Larry Shaw. We still have room for three mpeeple.



These are listed as Vice President, Secretary, atidg3. However, Outings is really morphing into Programs the
VP job is really a member-at Large position with ploigsmeeting leading responsibilities. Secretarial covetsagew
being provided by the newsletter, but this could be a prob&year.

“Hats off” to Owen Jakobsen for taking on the task of gioyg caps with our logo as raffle items. Owen has caregle
a number of caps, the first of which was raffledadfthe November meeting, It landed, with an assist xmoach
Larson, on the head of Jaime Owings. If there is iatepaps could possibly be made available for purchase.

AFF Historian Sam Cooper has initiated the practiderioiging a selection of his extensive fly fishing magazine
collection to our monthly meetings for perusal by attend&égse periodicals provide a fascinating look back at the
people, equipment and events prominent in the evolution cfpgmrt during the last half-century. Thanks Sam for
making this available to us.

Fishing Reports: There were reports on Capels LakimeyBania and Jim Yep and there was discussion about the
outing at Lake Amador on the October* 26id on the up-coming one at Amador on Novemb®r 30

The program:

As has become the norm in a Richard
Hunt presentation, there were lots items to
see and handle. As is also the norm,
Richard made statements such as “anyone
can make a bamboo rod the first try. All
you need are simple tools, a good blade in
a plane head, a micrometer, a heat gun and
a 60 center gauge and vice.” He then
spent the next hour demonstrating how
you obviously need a whole lot more,
especially skill and perseverance, to pull
this off the first time. It was much easier

to accept another of his tenants: “ You
won'’t build only one rod, you will feel the
need to build more.”

. L Richard with a “primo” Randy Johnson rod. Among tieenis on the table a
Richard’s built his first bamboo rod about the pasic bamboo stalk (the long cream colored paig ligin the table), books
35 years ago while living in Southern of taper formulas and instructions and the few tools useakking the bamboo
California. He got Herter’s book from the blanks. One of the books was co-authored by Hoagy Cheaii Jr. (for you
Ocean Side Library, sent off to Herter's  music buffs who like to fish under a “Buttermilk Sky”)
for cane and some tools, and the rest is
history.

Richard had requested people to bring old bamboo ragleatmine and a number showed up. Sam brought two rods,
one, Richard identified as a Philipson, a quality rod aidable. Sam said he picked it up in LA in 1953 for $20. Joe
Bania had a nice rod of either English or Scottish wrigibelieve Peter Fessenden also had a rod, but | niflssed
description. Richard pointed out that, historicallpefbamboo rods were usually built by gunsmiths.

Richard is partial to bamboo rods the way the Popertgapt Catholicism. To make his point that bamboo hasimuc
better action than graphite, he first flexed a bamboo rodremda graphite rod that flopped all over the place.a$ w
crushed in the middle. Unfair, but a real attention getter

Building a bamboo rod is not a quick process. To startngeua to split Tonkin bamboo poles, which are imported
from China, to get the strips that make up the rod sectiBasboo that breaks raggedly is good, bamboo that breaks
clean is bad. Tonkin bamboo was embargoed right after WA&itlessitating the use of other materials. The resslit
the fiberglass rod and eventually graphite.



Each strip is skinned down to a square cross sectiorhandd a 6Dtriangle. As Joe Bania pointed out to you grateful
editor, that means it takes six strips to make up hexagonakobidn. For a three piece rod you would have to prepare
18 strips. This is done by placing the strip in a speciatéfter gauge-vice, that hold the strip in the correentation

to be planned to the correct shape and taper. The teeal calculated and published in texts representinta ez

ratios used by well known rod makers. Richard uses @aisisaper and usually builds an eight foot, five weighte Th
strips are then heat treated to remove the moisture frosirtps.

The six 66strips for each section are dry fitted together to ftrenblank. Special care is taken not to place two
bamboo nodules adjacent to each other. Then glue is appliee
contacting surfaces and the assembly is wrapped withinciotine. After
drying for a couple of days the twine is removed and the egtessind the
enamel coating of the strip are sanded off. You now hdasrdoo rod
section blank. A blank, that after a great deal maneigg, finishing,
assembly of ferrules and reel seat and coating with'25 varnish-thinner,
becomes a beautiful bamboo rod to both admire and use.

Richard was adamant that you not leave a bamboo ritglaase. “Hang it
up to show as a piece of art.” At a number of juncturdss presentation he
praise the way Randy Johnson has developed his rods.idHessaly’s rods
“are primo.” He “is a craftsman, an artist, he makdantastic rod.”

Other R. Hunt tenants: “Make rods for friends not faney.” “There is
only one real material for rods, bamboo. All others @ngations.” And
finally “never put your rod on the roof of your car. You witive off
forgetting it is up there.” That's how he got the graptokthat was
crushed in the middle.

“All you need is a good blade in a hz In comparing graphite and bamboo, he feels graphite is mgi@ihg than
plane. bamboo. You can treat it more harshly in a cast. [&ens “more babied”
when cast. | guess the implication is that you have to kmawto cast to
effectively use a bamboo rod.

Richard had promised to discuss fishing in Idaho and hedrad choice comments. “Don’t come to Idaho to catch
fish. The fishing is great but the catching is not so gddtere are too many people. Stay in California if yamtto
catch fish.” He said that this past year some watadsto be closed from July' o early September because of either
low water or fishing pressure, I'm not sure which (lousy nakéng). Yellowstone is good in early June. The Firehole
and the Madison are also good early in the year andlin®eptember.

Richard said he fell in love with the area the firstetine drove
along the road between Ashton and Driggs on the west side of
the Tetons. “Itis a sight that makes you want to gebbitite

car and sing God Bless America.” Henry’'s Fork has'thast
challenging rivers. The fish are big but have a Ph.Dhéyend

of the year.”

As you can see on the right, after his talk there wasat
interest in the rod making equipment and books. Peter, Sam
and Dennis query Richard about the center gauge-vice.

Thanks Richard, for another great program. It isagethat a
number of members, after being exposed to your affeation f
bamboo rods and obvious pleasure in building them, left the
meeting seriously considering the possibility of giving the
building of a bamboo rod a shot.



November Board Meeting: It is the desire of the Board that the monthly rafflesadequately funded and to that end
has made the following adjustments in raffle funding. ppdiceeds from the raffles will be use only for raffles.

The money spent on the raffles will therefore direatiect the degree of member participation. However,dor@

that the quality of the raffles does not suffer because of ganticipation, the spending for any specific monthly raffle
will not be allowed to fall below $30. Hopefully the spendirity e significantly higher because of good participation.

On a related issue, The Board will be bringing a recondgaigon to the membership at the January meeting that the
annual dues be increased. The dues have never changethsictub was formed. That certainly is no reasoniser
them now, but the Board sees a significant increaseed #xpenses coming next year, and coupling this with the
changes in the raffle and a desire to fund a broadegdamn base, a slight increase in dues seems appropriate.
Anticipated increased fixed costs include a majorgumithe cost of insurance, probable meeting room custoditd,co
and Club memberships (NCCFFF etc.) and sponsorships.

The suggested dues schedule is $25 for a single adult mepdbeigr a family and $12 for a student. At the January
meeting the membership will have the opportunity to discusptbposal in detail and then either accept, modify or
reject.

Programs for next year:

January: Randy Baxter , Fishing for Steelhead in thér@léralley

February: Bruce Rollans, Slide presentation describirentdishing trips to New Orleans, and floats on the upper

Sac and Feather.
March: This is a renewal of a practice from past yezrbaving a “Fly Tiers” night. Five or six tiers wile
featured.

Possibilities for the following months include Chris 8lées on up-country fishing, Jim Roberts of Buck-A-Bug, and
Doug Ouilett.

Dennis Larson has been fishing Eagle Lake forever anglehisis no exception. In late October Dennis and Ron
Calvert spent a couple of days at Eagle. A couple oksvizeer Dennis was back on the trip described below. This
story describes a wonderfully productive weekend of fishifgpn took the accompanying picture during the October
trip.

Over the Veteran's Day Weekend, Dave Millhollin (foundingniner of AFF and
former member) put together the 4th Annual Flyfishing tripdgl& Lake. There
were six of us, all bunking in a 12' x 55' trailer.

Saturday was a real stormy day. Temperatures wéheiB0's and the heavens let
loose with rain, sleet, hail and snow. Casting into sohtke "honey holes" was
made more difficult because of strong winds out of the sogthweyered
clothing, including a stocking cap, fingerless gloves as ageflll gloves of wool
or Gortex, shorty waterproof / hooded fishing jackets atieneoprene or
breathable waders were the outer wear. Inner layers intiudel shirts, woolen
vests, turtle necks and capaline or similar type underw&fth the wind chill
factor, we were still cold.

Among the six fly fishers on Saturday there were 54 Eagle trakecaught, the
largest at 24 inches, some as small as 15 inches ancetfag@wabout 18 inches.
These were bright, healthy strong shouldered trout thatevenins into your
backing with occasional aerial acrobatics. The fish warght in about 4 feet of
water but also in water as shallow as two feet. Tdteviiere feeding in the rocks
along the shoreline, along long shoals. They feed on stMllto 1/2" shrimp that hug the underside of the rocks. They



also feed on snails, leeches up to 4" long and on dragonflghsg/rzarlier in the month they were chasing the srhall (
inch) schools of fish that were in the shallows.

The majority of those fishing used floating lines, longlkra, 9' to 14" with 3X tippett. Most fished a double fly
hookup. The fly of choice was Dave's, size 12 or 14, olive or lonamige knuckle head. Also popular with the fish was
a size 12 Copper John, originated by John Barr of Colorado.

Saturday night, we were all invited over to Dave's good fseddhn and Ronelle Monticelli. There we had a potluck
that included a barbecued Eagle Lake trout caught by yauys The highlight of the evening was a nearly two hour
slide program put on by Doug Quilette. You might remembermgDbie is from Reno and has put on three shows for
AFF. Doug had great pictures of fishing trips to many ofapbabet lakes of Modoc County, lakes in far away eastern
Nevada, Eagle Lake, Martis Lake and some of the fightiplg projects he is involved in, both in western Nevaudh a
the eastern Sierras of California. Dough is very @saitic and dramatic in his presentations and iteslaneat to

watch him dramatize fly line stripping techniques and submddakes. We learned the "Chain Saw retrieve thaes us
when fishing water bugs. Doug is now retired from Nevadktigsi and has a lot of time to fish.

On Sunday, although the weather was somewhat better anihithé@ad died down, the fishing results were the same.
We lost one of our group who had to go home early, but weredjpn&aturday nights host, John Monticelli. On
Sunday 51 fish were caught.

On Monday morning we awoke to clear skies and 20 degreetatopes. Two years ago we had two days of fishing in
single digit temperatures. With no cloud cover, the fishiag slower but the five remaining fishermen did catch over
20 fish between 6:30 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. before heading for. home

All'in all, a GREaaaaaaaaaaT fishing trip. Over 120daight in two and a half days. The ACE was MarKAayi
teacher from Escalon High School, with a total of 40 fish!

We all talked Sunday evening about getting together to fismitgiaake in February or March and to fish Kirman
Lake for the opener on the last Saturday in April.

| can't wait!

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the geerous support of the following sponsors and
encourage you to think of them when considering your shojppg needs.

Kiene's Fly Shop
2654 Marconi Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95821
916/486-9958
800/40000-fly

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Road
Redding, CA 96002
530/222-3555 800/669-
3474
www.theflvshop.cor

ADD ART Framing &
Gallery
20 Main
Jackson, CA 95642
209/223-3339

Teton Fly Reels Inc.
924 Church Hill Road
San Andreas, CA 95249
209/754-4709 800/831-08541
Fax 209/ 754-4716

The Reel Fly Shop
720 S Cherokee Ln. #B
Lodi. CA 95240
209/365-7335

American Fly Fishing
Co.
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95864
916-483-1222

Tuxedo Custom Rods
P.O. Box 1167
Stockton, CA 95201
(209) 464-6133, 948-6500
FAX: (209) 948-6757

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Rd.
Redding, CA 96022
1-800-669-3474
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Larry L. Shaw
1015 Riesling Dr.

Pleasanton, CA 94566

Bill DeWalt
Jeff Kelley
Sallye Rollans
Bruce Rollans
vacant

Dennis Larson
John Powers
Dave Friend
Larry Shaw

(209) 274-4640
(209) 295-3434
(209) 274-0448
(209) 274-0448

(209) 267-5335

(209) 295-4791
(209) 274-6167
(925) 846-0765

bigrockranch@volcano.net

jkelley@cdepot.net
baetis@jps.net
baetis@jps.net

densandi@amatnog.co

dafriend@cdepot.net
lIshaw@attbi.com

NEXT MEETING IS JANUARY 14

THE PROGRAM IS RANDY BAXTER DISCUSSING

FISHING FOR STEEHEAD IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY

Amador Flyfishers

1015 Riesling Dr.

Pleasanton, CA 94566



