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     **  Statement of Purpose  ** 
 
The purpose of this organization is to foster and promote the sport of angling with artificial flies; to teach and share knowledge and 
techniques involved in fly fishing; to organize and lead outings; and to promote and support the conservation of fisheries. 

 
 

**** MEETINGS and CLUB INFORMATION **** 
 

The AFF Annual Dinner on December 9:  The location is the banquet room at Teresa’s in Jackson.  No host social hour 
at 6:00. Dinner at 7:00.  Program  by Mike Costello and the “famous” AFF annual raffle will follow 

 
Monthly Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

 
Next Meeting January 8:  Fly tying at 6:00, Business Meeting and Program at 7:00.  The program is Dan Williams from 
Kiene;s, on fishing trip preparation. 
 
. 
 

*** 2002 MEMBERSHIP DUES  *** 
 
It is that time again.  Treasurer Bruce Rollans will be glad to accept your dues payment for 2002.   Individual dues are 
$20.00, $10.00 for a spouse, $30 for families, and $8.00 for students.   New members, be sure to ask for a club patch when 
you pay your 2002 dues.   Additional patches can be purchased from Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each.  Make checks, for 
dues and patches, payable to Amador Flyfishers.  Suggestion:  Why not take care of your 2002 dues at the Annual dinner? 
 

You may mail dues to: 
 

AMADOR FLYFISHERS 
350 BRIERWOOD WAY 

IONE, CA  95640



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Thanksgiving is over but let us not stop appreciating all that we have here 
in our state and country.  
 
Richard Hunt's presentation on vises and other older equipment was both 
interesting and a history lesson. He put a lot of preparation time and 
energy in his project and allowed me to learn more about my angling 
hobby.  
 
We are completing the eighth full year of our club. Please join the rest of 
the group at the annual dinner/celebration/raffle. Teresa's is a good 
restaurant and their conference room will give us a comfortable, private 
place to hold our annual dinner.  
 
You will really enjoy Mike Costello as a person and fly fishing presenter. 
I am interested in going out with him as my guide for several of the types 
of fish and places that he will discuss.  
 

The raffle list is growing weekly and looks sooo interesting. The money you spend for the raffle items goes to 
support our club. Please join us at the dinner.  
 
I'll see you December 9.  
 
Bill 

 
***  CALENDAR  *** 

 
December 9:  AFF annual dinner at Teresa’s in Jackson. 
 
Tuesday, January 8:  Next meeting of Amador Fly Fishers.  At 6:p.m. we have fly tying class.  The general 
meeting, at 7:p.m.   
 
Tuesday, January 15:  Director's meeting at 6:30p.m. Round Table Pizza, Martel.  All interested members are 
welcome to participate. 
 
Open now through January 13, 2002:  Ansel Adams at 100. At the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  This 
is the first stop on a prestigious international tour of the photographs of Ansel Adams 

 
Sunday, January 27:  AFF outing/clinic on the Yuba River, lead by George Cecchetti and Randy Baxter. 

 
 

***General Information and Happenings*** 
 
The raffle for dinner is really taking shape.  Bruce and Sallye Rollans, Bill DeWalt, Dennis Larson, and probably 
other AFFers I am not aware of, have been rounding up some great items.  There is a bit of diversity this year.  In 
addition to some very nice fishing items there are a number of prizes that I am sure will be of interest to non-fishing 
spouses and guests.  Remember, this raffle income accounts for all of the discretionary income the club has for the 
year.  The annual dues, and the very modest profit from the monthly raffles, is oversubscribed to pay for the club’s 
fixed costs; liability insurance, Federation membership and printing and mailing the newsletter.  Income from the 
dinner raffle determines what we can afford in terms of programs for the year and whether we can subsidize some 
of the club functions such as the outing at Greenstone and the annual dinner.        
 
The one day outing on the Yuba River is a go for Sunday January 27.  This should be a wonderful fishing 
experience for AFF members.  The clinic / outing will be led by George Cecchetti and Randy Baxter.  George, 
(Reel-Fly shop in Lodi) presented a great program at our September meeting.  In that presentation he emphasized 



 

that the Yuba is a great local year around fishery.  He also mentioned, that he considers Randy Baxter to be an 
expert on the Yuba.  What more can you ask?  The chance to fish and learn about a local fishery with 
accomplished, knowledgeable leaders.  The participants will be limited to 12.  The cost will be $10.   
 
Bruce Rollans passes along the following information for the outing.  We are to meet at 8 a.m. The meeting site is 
Sycamore Ranch off highway 20 about one mile East of Brown Valley Road. There is a $5 parking fee so we 
should consider carpooling.  Bruce will distribute a map to those who sign up.  To help get potential participants 
jump-started on attending the clinic, Bruce has these suggestions for gear:  Sturdy wading shoes with felt type soles 
and chest waders with a safety belt.  A wading staff is probably a good idea.  6/8 wt. Rod.  Floating line with nine 
foot leader, 3x tip plus 3x tippet.  Bruce suggests a two fly setup.  Example: Top fly a golden stone and bottom fly 
such as a blue wing olive nymph, prince nymph flashback pheasant tail nymph, or a birdsnest nymph.  Bring strike 
indicators as well as assorted split shot to meet varying water conditions. 
 
Thanks Bruce, this should get us off and running.  As we get closer to the outing, I am sure we can expect some 
supplemental instructions from George and Randy regarding the specific plans for the day  
 
It is time to get those 2002 fishing licenses, and don’t forget the steelhead card if you are going into steelhead 
waters.  You can get your 2002 California Fishing License on line by contacting www.licenses.dfg.ca.gov.  The 
cost this year is a hefty $30.45.  Your editor bought his license this way for 2001 and it is both easy and fast.  I plan 
to do it again for 2002. 
 
Items for sale: 
  
Joe Bania has the following rods for sale.  You can contact Joe at 530-677-4263.  
  

Model           Retail price Asking Price 
POWELL 
  LGA 802   New   2 weight  8’    2 piece  $495 new  $295 
SAGE 

GFL379LL  New  3 weight 7’9” 2piece  $38Onew  $225 
GFL39ORP  New   3 weight 9’ 2piece  $365new  $215 
GFL5100-3RPL New   5 weight 10’ 3piece  $425new  $325 
GFLS79DS  New   5 weight 7’9” 2piece  $205new  $125 
GFLS100-3RPL New   6 weight 10’ 3piece  $430new  $335 

G L LOOMIS 
 FR 1086 MX  Used  5 weight 9’ 2 piece  $380 new  $180 
  FR 1088 GL3  New   8 weight 9’ 2 piece  $285 new  $195 
THOMAS & THOMAS 
  ES 905   New   5 weight 9’ 2 piece  $395 new  $225 

 
 

***MEETINGS*** 
Last Meeting: 

It was a fine way to end monthly meetings for 2001.  At the 6:00 
fly tying session, instructor Sam Cooper and star pupil Rich 
Owings complete the tying of the deer hair mouse.  We had a 
surprise visit, and comments from Nathan Joiner, the President of 
the NCCFFF, and Richard Hunt took us on a, wonderfully 
entertaining, personal journey through decades of fly fishing 
equipment and the memories they invoked. 
 
Our thanks to Sam for teaching this “Honor’s Class” in fly tying, 
and congratulations to Rich Owings for completing the class with 
flying colors (see left).  A few tiers fell by the wayside between 
the first and second session, but Rich hung in there, and the result 
was a nicely constructed deer hair mouse. 



 

“I saw that Al Troth had one of these so I had 
to have one”. 

 
The visit by Nathan Joyner (right ) was a complete surprise to everyone 
but Joe Bania , who had discussed a possible visit with the NCCFFF 
President.  In his remarks, Mr. Joyner made the point that he feels the 
individual clubs are “the community that really defines what NCCFFF 
“is”.  
 
He wants to see the Federation have closer ties to the clubs, especially 
the smaller clubs like AFF.  There are a number of areas, such as 
education grants and programs on conservation, where he sees the 
potential for improved joint involvement.  However, outreach is a two 
way street and Mr. Joyner wants to impress on individual clubs that 
membership in NCCFFF is in our best interests.  This includes 
individual membership as well as club.   
 
This is something that AFFers should probably give serious thought.  
The argument can be made that support for NCCFFF is “local “ support 
and provides added potential to directly impact our local fishery.   
 
We want to express our appreciation to President Joyner for spending the entire evening with us.  This is especially 
impressive when you consider that his visit came at the end of a workday for Intel that involved spending most of 
the day in Silicon Valley.  
 
Board member Dave Friend, as member at large chairman for membership, is concerned about the number of 
members who don’t make it to the meetings.  He is considering a phone survey of members as a method to get 
added insight into how to improve this situation.  
 
We have two new members:  Don Brazil and Laurie Folweiler.  Welcome aboard. 
 
The new raffle cage, designed and constructed by John Powers had its inaugural “spin” at the meeting.  It appeared 
to pass this first test with flying colors.  Thank you John for this long awaited improvement over the coffee can. 
 
In other business:  The club received a letter from the Foothill Conservancy requesting input for their renewed fight 
to get EBMUD to allow public access to the Mokulome along the Middle Bar stretch of the river. 
 
Randy Baxter emphasized the need for the steelhead card if fishing for steelhead.  Randy emphasized that steelhead 
are threatened and we are lucky to get to fish for them at all.  The cards are needed to provide needed information 
to DFG in their efforts to maintain this fishery.  
 
The program by Richard Hunt was wonderful.  If Richard 
enjoyed telling us about the myriad of fly fishing memorabilia 
and memories that he has accumulated during his fly fishing 
career, only half as much as we enjoyed hearing about it, he had 
a great time.  The fly fishing items were simply too numerous 
and diverse to review completely.  There were 12 vices; Sizes 
ranged from a hand-cranked monstrosity down to a small pin 
vice.  Rods and reels representing Richard’s many decades of 
involvement in the sport.  The rods ranged from a 1930’s metal 
fly-like reversible rod with a mounted bait casting reel, a 1960’s 
Fenwick “noodle rod”, to the present, represented by a Randy 
Johnson bamboo. There were eight different styles of bobbins, 
four stackers, six different hackle pliers and a display of original 
fly designs tied, either by the originator, or by a “hall of Fame” 
tier.  And best of all, these items came with stories.  
Recollections, related with wry, often self-depreciating humor,  



 

Richard and Bill demonstrate the sensitivity of a bamboo rod (a Randy 
Johnson rod).  The tip is touching Richard’s throat and Bill can feel the 
vibration caused by Richard’s voice 

of how the item was attained, or why, or 
how useful or useless it turned to be.  The 
items provided a time line, and Richard took 
us on a personal walk through fly fishing 
history.  His first exposure to fly fishing at 
Lake Arrowhead, with his father, in 1939.  
The catching of his first trout using a flyrod 
in 1957, more in 58, and he ” was hooked”.  
There was Yellowstone in 1959 and 
eventually Henry Lake where he has had a 
second home for many years. 
 
Some Richard Hunt excerpts:  “Fisherman 
are born honest but they get over it”.   “I 
personally kept Thompson in business for 
years” (referring to all the items made by 
Thompson). “ I saw that Al Troth had one 
so I had to have one” (used a number of 
times).  “I’m getting sick and tired of seeing all the pictures of smiling fisherman holding fish”.  This said, just 
before he opened a magazine containing a picture of a smiling Sallye Rollans in a float tube with a jumping fish on.  
The picture won Bruce a blue ribbon.  
 
At the start of his presentation Richard said that were vices and there were “VICES”, and he had three VICES:  
bamboo fly rods, antiques, and daffodils.  After this presentation it is easy to see why Randy Johnson credits 
Richard’s presentation, on bamboo flyrods with turning him on to a new career.  I’m ready to hear about the 
daffodils.   
 
Last Board Meeting: 
The main thrust of the meeting was to get things setup for a good start in 2002.  While most of the emphasis was 
placed on getting programs setup for early 2002, we also continued our development of a 2002 outing schedule and 
discussed how to improve the public awareness of AFF and alert the local population regarding upcoming programs 
and outings.     
 
Financial status as of 11/20 was $1560.20.  ($925.70 of which is not dinner related). 
 
The program for January is Dan Williams from Kiene’s discussing fishing trip preparation.  
 

February is Randy Baxter discussing fishing for largemouth bass. 
 

In March we hope to have Jim Roberts discussing shad. 
 

In April, Ron Rabun will be presenting a program on nymphing for trout. 
 

In May John Powers will put together another program on local waters.  This program will have a similar format to 
the one presented this past summer. 
 

Details on the speakers and the programs will be forthcoming in upcoming newsletters. 
 
As you have already read, the Yuba outing in January is a go, as is Greenstone in May.  Over the past couple of 
months the Board has developed a rather long list of potential outings for 2002.  That list was published in the 
November newsletter.  However, the club membership has not demonstrated a great affinity for outing and the 
Board has decided to take a “go slow” approach.  To do a good job on a few outings, use the list as suggestions for 
possible outings, and see what interest develops within the membership. 
 
Regarding AFF visibility and publicity, the Board discussed and approved the suggestion that the club contact 
TSPN.  A TV interview would be a great way to give the foothill communities a clear picture of what the AFF is all 
about.  Bill said he would contact TSPN.  Dennis mentioned that perhaps we could get some of the retired 



 

community, who are mainly “trollers and dunkers” interested in fly fishing.  We will also continue to work to get 
better newspaper coverage of our special events and programs. 
   
Fishing Reports:   
 
Bill DeWalt gave a very abbreviated report of the club outing to Eagle Lake.  He emphasized that fishing and catching fish are 
two different subjects.  He summarized of the trip was that four people, in three days, caught four fish, and one person caught 
them all.  (Ron Calvert). 
Bill did say that the bass are quite active “around the edges” of Lake Camanche.  The fish are holding within three feet of the 
shoreline.  You float tube and cast toward the bank. 
 
John Powers fished Bear River.  Fishing out of a float tube, he caught a number of browns, using hoppers. 
 
Sam Cooper’s stepson caught a 29 inch brown at Bear. 
 
November 5th, Joe Bania fished the Yuba above the dam.  Starting early (7:30) Joe caught a 22 inch steehead right off the bat.  
Over the course of the next three hours Joe caught over 30 fish.  Both steelhead and salmon.  He was fishing with a globug plus 
a dropper (whose name I can’t make out in my notes. Ask Joe) on a 9 foot 6 wt..  
 
Joe and Jim Yep fished Amador and caught 6-8 “big fish”.  Joe says he thinks the fishing in Amador will be great in December.  
 
Since Bill  had so little to report on Eagle Lak,e we are fortunate that AFF members Dennis Larson and Ron Calvert had an 
eventful trip to the lake a few weeks later.  Dennis agreed to share his annual birthday fishing trip to Eagle with us. 
 

BIRTHDAY FISH  by Dennis Larson. 
 

I think this makes the 14th year that I have celebrated my birthday fishing at Eagle Lake. This November, seven of us made the 
pilgrimage to the township of Spaulding and the lake that made fishing guide Jay Fair famous.  When Ron Calvert and I set out 
we fully anticipated a great three days of fishing.  Upon arriving, Ron and I fished our way down to the Pelican Isthmus, which 
was now an island due to the lake's low water level. Ron picked up one nice 19" trout. Not finding many fish we went back to 
"big bay" and got into our float tubes. Fishing an intermediate line and a stone fly nymph, I had a "pig" break me off and then 
landed a 22 3/4" "hog" and a 19" "bull." Water temperature was 50 degrees and these fish were by no means sluggish! Both got 
into my backing and turned me around in my float tube a couple of times. A good first day. 
 
With seven people, Ron and I found the trailer, where we were to stay for the three days, quite crowded.  Ron and I opted to 
sleep at the trailer of my good friends John and Ronelle Monticelli. This proved roomy, but inconvenient, as breakfast, dinner 
and showering were at Dave's Milhouse’s trailer.  
 
That first evening we enjoyed munchies, beer and wine while Dave and three others sat at the kitchen table tying "beadhead 
knuckle heads."  It is interesting how four tiers can tie the same fly, using the same materials and each tier’s fly look different.  
 
The next morning, Ron and I awoke at 5:50 a.m, dressed, and hurried over to the other trailer for breakfast.  We found the 
trailer locked tight.  For breakfast, Ron shared a scone with me and then we were off for the "birthday fish." I say birthday fish 
because there have been only a couple of years that I have caught fish on my birthday. Today would prove to be one of those 
days! We again fished down at Pelican Point.  Ron was quite successful, catching 3 nice Eagle Lake trout. I did have one 
strike, but it was over in less than 3 seconds.  
 
After lunch I walked out on a shoal for about 100 yards and made a cast. I noticed a bobber, like the "dunkers" use, being 
pushed by the wind towards the middle of the lake. As I stripped in, the bobber hit my line and stayed attached as I pulled in.  
As I picked up the bobber I felt a hard tug and about 15 feet of line suddenly straightened out. At the end of the line was an 
acrobatic chrome and crimson 20-22" Eagle Lake trout.  What was I to do? Fly rod in my left hand and a 3-4 pound trout at the 
end of the bobber line in my right hand! If I landed this fish would it count as possibly the only fish I caught on my birthday?  I 
even thought about the possibility of trying to tie the line onto the leader of my fly line. But the "dunker trout" took another run 
and broke me off, leaving me holding only the bobber and some monofilament line. Oh, well, I wouldn't have wanted to have 
my only birthday fish be taken in this way!  My birthday summary turned out to be one bite and one that got away.  Ron's day 
was better.  He picked up two nice trout.  
 
That evening a storm came in.  Ron and I heard, in converstion with our hosts the Monticelli’s,  that Denny Rickerts was up 
and had been successful at the Cinder Pit, which is at the north end of the lake. So the next morning Ron and I decided to try 
the Cinder Pit. The weather was terrible.  Rain and white caps.  The south wind trying to push our float tubes into the tullies.  



 

We were only to take it for about an hour.  We headed back to "big bay" where we waded from the shore. I did pick up one fish 
at the Cinder Pit and one at the "fat mans".  Ron also picked up two fish before we left for home about noon.  
 
The weather report for Donner Pass was snow with  chain requirements.  No problem with my four wheel drive.  Down U.S. 
Highway 395 to I-80 in Reno. Through Truckee, the California "Bug Station", and then three lanes of stop and go traffic 
edging up to the Caltrans chain check. No problem with my 4-runner. Wrong! We were turned back, even with 4 wheel drive, 
because I was pulling my boat.  Needed CHAINS! Don't have chains.  Rather than buy chains we went back down I-80 to the 
Tahoe City turn off, past Squaw Valley, to Tahoe City.  We went over one chain required area around Emerald Bay and rolled 
into South Tahoe.  As we approached the chain control at the bottom of Meyers Grade, the Caltran worker asked, "does your 
trailer have trailer brakes?  Getting no for an answer, he waved us right through.  It snowed all the way down to 5000 ft 
elevation.    Dropped Ron off in Folsum and finally got home after a drive of nine and a half hours.  Summary: Dennis four 
fish, Ron six fish, and lots of good times and moments to remember. 
 
 
We always like to hear about fishing trips to interesting places and Bruce and Sallye Rollans made a recent return trip to New 
Orleans on a quest for red fish.  Bruce agreed to share the trip with us.   
 
 
Sallye and I revisited New Orleans for five days in early November; this time the trip was pretty much all business, fishing that 
is, not tourism. We fished three straight days with one of the guides we had used in May, Capt. Rich Waldner, the eternal 
optimist.  There is a fish at every point and my casting gets stronger as the day passes.  
 
Our first day out was not good.  The fish were extremely spooky. Water clarity made it hard to sight fish and none were tailing 
in very shallow water.  In short, a no fish day.  The second day was better with about a dozen Redfish, but there were long time 
spans between fish. The redfish ranged in size from 4- 6 lbs.  
 
The third day was great. We started out casting a Madigra Momma, one of the colorful flies Rich makes, for Speckled Sea 
Trout. We caught some, all in the 1-2 lb size.  We then moved to Redfish country and had a hard time keeping them off the 
flies/spoons.  In the afternoon  I landed and released no less than 15 Redfish with several over 8 lbs. and two over 9 lbs. I was 
using both 6 wt. and 8 wt. rods. The 6 wt. was a St. Crox Ultra and the 8 wt. was a Scott SES. Both performed great. I did have 
one Redfish to the boat on the 6 wt. that the guide claimed went 13 lbs., but he ran into the reeds. I could not turn him and the 
fish was lost (some suggest early release). The only downer was for Sallye who performed as official photographer. While she 
wore netting over head and put on insecticide called alligator juice, the saltwater fleas still bit. The locals call them flying jaws 
and for good reason.  
 
We are hooked on this shallow water fishing from a flats boat and recommend it to everyone. The air fare round trip to New 
Orleans is currently very low, ( about $164 per person) so it is not a very expensive trip. We definitely will go back. 

 
 

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following 
sponsors and encourage you to think of them when considering your shopping needs.  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kiene's Fly Shop 
2654 Marconi Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95821 
916/486-9958 
800/40000-fly 

 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
530/222-3555     800/669-3474 

www.theflyshop.com 

 

ADD ART Framing & Gallery 
20 Main 

Jackson, CA 95642 
209/223-3339 

 

Teton Fly Reels Inc. 
924 Church Hill Road 

San Andreas, CA 95249 
209/754-4709    800/831-0855 

Fax  209/ 754-4716 

 

The Reel Fly Shop 
 720 S Cherokee Ln. #B 

Lodi. CA 95240 
209/365-7335 

 

 
 
 



 

Board of Directors 
President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640 bigrockranch@volcano.net    
Vice President: Jeff Kelley (209) 295-3434 jkelley@cdepot.net 
Secretary: Sallye Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net   
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net 
Outings: vacant   
Past-President: Dennis Larson (209) 267-5335 sanden@amafrog.com  
Member Rep.: John Powers (209) 295-4791 
Member Rep. Dave Friend (209) 274-6167 dafriend@cdepot.net 
Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765 llshaw@attbi.com 
Send newsletter input to  
Larry L. Shaw 
1015 Riesling Dr.  
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
 
  
   

   
ANNUAL DINNER SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 

 
REMEMBER 2ND TUESDAY  

NEXT AFF MEETING, JANUARY 8, 2002  
FLY TYING 6:00 

PROGRAM BY DAN WILLIAMS 7:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amador Flyfishers 
1015 Riesling Dr. 
Pleasanton, CA  94566 
 

 
 
 
 
 


