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** Statement of Purpose **
The purpose of this organization is to foster and protheteport of angling with artificial flies; to teaand share
knowledge and techniques involved in fly fishing; to organizelead outings; and to promote and support the
conservation of fisheries.

¥ Announcements****

August 13 through the 22 is National Fly Fishing Week. Oumatg? meeting will fittingly fall right in the middle.
The program for this meeting will be the program we scleelio have in July. Due to a miscommunication George
Cecchetti didn’t make the July meeting, but will definitetythere on the 7o talk to us about "The Best Buys in Fly
Fishing Gear: A Dealer's Perspective". Please refgour July meeting announcement for more details on Georgje
the program he will present. Casting and /or fly tyiragtstat 6:00, business meeting and program at 7:00.

The AFF meets the third Tuesday of the month in room 24 {urther notice) at Argonaut High School. Argonaut High
is located at the corner of Argonaut Lane and Hoffmalagkson. You turn off Hwy 88 onto Argonaut Lane at the top o
the hill in Martell, and go south to the end of Argonauté.aTurn right at the stop sign and park in the saithRRoom

24 is one of four portables just off the northeast corner pau&t.

Because of the delay in getting this newsletter out, lityreas a “fill-in” function. It presents the calendar\ae
currently know it, some great fishing reports and featsegsctions from the thank you notes to AFF from the “Fsihe
Classroom” fourth grade class at lone Elementary.

*** 2004 MEMBERSHIP DUES ***

The annual dues are as follows: Individual adult $25, le$di0, and student $8. AFF memberships are for the calendar
year, and the cost of a first time membership is basdte quarter system. Therefore, for the third quameaw,
memberships for 2004 are $13, $20, and $4. This does not appheteals.

New members, be sure to ask for a ghalbch when you pay your 2004 dues. Additional patches can be geoidham
Bruce Rollans for $5.00 each. Make checks, for dues anbgsatpayable tAmador Flyfishers.

You may mail dues to:
AMADOR FLYFISHERS
350 BRIERWOOD WAY

IONE, CA 95640




President’'s Message
No president’s message for this issue. He hit the tm&dhncun.

Meeting and General Activity Calendar

Tuesday, August 10AFF Board meetingt 6:30p.m. Perko’s Cafe in Martel. All interested mermlare encouraged to
attend.

Friday August 13 to Sunday the 22:National fly Fishing Week.
Tuesday, August 17:Next meeting of Amador Flyfishers. Casting at 6:00. Ruogby George Cecchetti.

Saturday, August 21, 10 am until 2 pm:CA Fly Fishing Awareness day, Nimbus Flats, Sacram&dbfornia Fly
Fishers Unlimited, The Ladybugs, and Granite Bay Fdné&iis will all be involved as well as Fly Shops: Fly Fighi
Specialties, Kiene's, and American River Fly Fishing Twre will be a gear swap, vendors and company regsgas
lessons, wading and boat safety classes, fly tying, foddlaor prizes. Great place to try out different ponto@iso

***General Club Information ***
As you all realize by now the current newsletter schedulather haphazard at best. Sorry about that, but hopgéuil
will hang with me on this, because I'm afraid it cogkt worse before it gets better. | will be gone the mohth
September and plan to get a newsletter out in late Awgusting September and October. For that newslettss
useful we will need to get program and outing dates amdalslébdr those two months in place in August.

Do you have a pontoon boat, kick boat, mini drifter or otyyee of personal floatation vessel suitable for river mgfm

Do you want to use that devise to run a river with confidenchis is your opportunity. AFF is offering a water gafe
course for those members with personal water craigied to handle rivers. George Cecchetti has agreezhtiuct the
course. He is targeting one Sunday morning in Septemiter cdurse involves no more than four hours. Site will be the
first parking lot entrance below Comanche Dam on the Mok&tuRiver. You need only bring your personal water craft,
a PFD in case you get into trouble and drinking water. ost is only $10.00; the club will pick up the balance. If you
want to take this course you need to contact Bruce Rollafeter that Friday, August 13. We need at least five
participants. You can contact Bruce at baetis@jps.n@0&) 274-0448.

Bruce and Sallye took this course and feel it is a reahpatdife-saver. Note the following report from Sallye.

On Sunday, July 11 spent about four hours on the Moke with George Cecchattiiley how not to seriously injure
myself using a personal watercraft in moving water. Wais definitely time well spent.

Before getting into the water, George addressed marngatequipment issues about which | had never given a moment’s
thought; the value of a Type Il PDF already inflated, afs&hicken Ropes”, tying down everything onboard, air pumps
and throw packs. Once in the water George put us thropghtesl exercises teaching us how to turn left, right, in

circles, tack, cross the river upstream and downstraadhold in slack water next to fast water and in fofrdbstacles.
Finally, we repeatedly practiced avoiding different typkebstacles. Obstacles are definitely a part of mowuigr. |

hope more practice on my part will result in greatdf akd confidence.

Fish in the Classroom AFF received a wonderful packet of thanks you notes fromlig@aterberger’s 4 grade class at
lone Elementary thanking us for sponsoring them in the ‘fRigihe Classroom Program”. Your editor selected adew
the drawings and letters for your enjoyment. All the tetteere great and all of them will be available fou yo enjoy at
the monthly meeting.

Due to the need to reduce the size of the pictures ofubtlerg’s thank you notes, you can’t read much of what the
students wrote. So, | have copied the text (almost) lgx@stvritten.



Thank you for letting us raise the salmon, it was very niuch
Letting the salmon go was fun, but my friends was eaten by
bigger fish. 1 like to fish, I've never fly fished, butike to fish.

Dear
Amador county Fly Fishing Club

Your friend, Jessica

Thank you for the supplying the tank, giving us the

eggs, giving us the gravel, giving us the food they need.
Thank you for allowing us to do this project.

Sincerely

Austin Cramer
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Dear Amador county Fly fishing Club,

Dear Amador County Fly Fishing Club:
Thank you all the supplies and taking us to the riverlease the
fish and it was fun to release the fish at the rivet the bigger

fish were cool too.
Sincerely,

James J.
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Dear Amador county fly fiéhing Club,
Thank you for getting us the fish supplies. We really

liked the fish.



From Joshua Dear Amador County Fly Fishing Club:

Thank you for the tank, eggs, water, and special ice
cubes. And a couple more things like the food, gravel, and
all the supplies we needed. So | just want to say thianks
along with the rest of my class.

Yours truly,

Shane Bowen

Outings Calendar
The only thing currently on the calendar is striped babsfisat New Hogan. This is an “arrange your own trip'bcl
special. Bruce Rollans (209 274-0448), Glenn Stiltz (209 256-707 7asaoithe July meeting, Bill Heger ((209-772-
9855) have each offered to take a couple of anglers for@imgéday/evening of striped bass fishing. Call them diect
to arrange a suitable date during the week.

HFMEETINGS***
June 18 meeting:

Treasurer’s report, updated to end of June.

Starting Balance: $1959.11
Income:

Raffle 72.00

Expense: 0.00

Ending Balance: $2031.11

Program: Since your editor was not able to attend therdaréng, there is no report regarding fly tying or castiMy
thanks to Jerry Caccesi for responding to my plea fopa@rtren the meeting and to Randy Baxter for providing a



summary report of the material Randy and Joe presentgdapMogies to Jerry for editing his report to eliminatens
duplications with Randy’s summary.

Jerry’s report:

Randy Baxter, with the help of Joe Bania gave an outstanding talk on [Qckak Reservoir. Randy stated that DFG
considers this lake a "put & grow" lake in that planted fish grapidly due to the amount of feed in the water. There
are 29 camp sites available. The camp sites cost $15 per nighte dieeiots of bears so you must take precautions with
your food.

Joe contributed 12 of the type of flies he uses at Indian Creeliffter prizes. Randy contributed 4 of his damsel flies as
well as some costume quality marabou used to tie the flies. Ioad@ienn donated 6 pink & white shad flies of the
type that he recently used with great success. Rich donated 4 dlaaas@ls a result of their donations ticket sales were
good and we brought in $72 on the raffle. Thanks also to Bruce Rollans whotedegeur raffle chairman with three
dozen hand-tied bead head nymphs, streamers & dry flies to be usedernréifies.

Our thanks to Randy & Joe for a very informative presentation, aneety@ne who donated flies for the raffle.

In the future we will try to recognize in the newslettettladise club members who donate flies to the raffle. Effdtitge
tied by club members are much sought after raffle prizes. Ifigntitie flies please consider donating any useful fly
fishing item for our raffle. Other than the dues, the raffl&@ésdnly means we have of raising revenue to pay our
insurance, guest speakers.etc

Fly Fishing Indian Creek Reservoir
Randy Baxter and Joe Bania

Indian Creek Reservoir sits in a bowl half way up theeeaslope of the Sierras, just east of highway 89 between
Woodfords and Markleeville. At 5600 of elevation the lakeaims cool enough to support trout year-round even though
much of the lake is less than 20 feet deep. Originallytnasted to hold tertiary treated sewage from South Laked&a
since 1989, Indian Creek has been maintained by runoff ated draerted from the Carson River and the sewage has
been diverted to a reservoir farther down slope.

A couple of legacies of the sewage treatment continumfiian Creek: the reservoir remains highly nutrified doimng
lots of aquatic plant growth and insects, and South Tak®e continues to pay Alpine Co. annually to stockheddie

and trophy trout. California Dept of Fish and Game alaatpltrout, but these tend to be sub-catchables. Ttoedeng)
strategies result in a couple of fishing strategiese latrger older trout require more food than sub-catchaligsll
initially tend to be somewhat indiscriminate in theedeng. For this reason, large wooly buggers can be verstigte
particularly searching deeper water. As the trout haleitizathe reservoir, survivors learn when, where and how to
capture food. By the time the sub-catchables surpass i&girrsecond summer they have become attuned to the food
types available.

There are numerous food sources in the reservoir. Leatdmmsel flies, Callibaetis, mayflies, and blood midges a
other crane flies abound, as do several types of sriaisbeen told some type of chub is common in the lake laig |
can't confirm this. Though trout and these organismerbeanore active as the reservoir warms in the springowing
the fishing, in many years the ice never completely coversutiece so Indian Creek can be fished year-round.

Our fishing strategies take into consideration the oftiendly conditions, the large size of some of the trout andftee o
non-selective feeding nature of many of the fish. Joe anthIHawe had success fishing the west side of the lake. Joe
observed that springs enter from the northwestern edgesaned to congregate in breaks within the weeds. |&ack

can vary. Floating lines for calm conditions and shalimughs. Intermediate lines to cut wind better, anddisilow
troughs and shoreline without dragging flies into the substiBgpe 2 sinking lines to get flies down in deeper walter.
deep water and windy conditions a 7 wt rod is not too hdatyyse lighter rods casting a lighter line to prevent spooking
fish in shallow water. In either case consider using sippeéts to bring trout to the net quickly, particularly dunwaym
mid-summer conditions.

Joe presented a dozen plus flies to fish Indian Creekydimg) various damsel and dragon fly imitations, midge pupa,
water boatman and wooly bugger. He described fishing opdw®isao the weeds near springs in the northwest quadrant
of the reservoir. All these flies are fished slowly n@aon the substrate, which might be aquatic vegetation yetti



the surface.

Randy fishes a modification of an Eagle Lake special sitovhim by Dave Millhollin, a former club member. It's
essentially a marabou damsel nymph imitation with a 384 beEngth marabou wing and body-length strips of flashabou
tied laterally on the fly so the flash is not apparentrfiall angles. These are tied either un-weighted atlyigieighted

in light olive or rusty orange. Dark olive or brown wolle good early season colors. Randy fishes olive and origege f
fished in tandem with a 6 wt intermediate line (for thedy after the sun is off the water in the evenings when trout
cruise the shoreline looking for drowned insects or damsel Ihgsywimming to shore. Shoreline reconnaissance during
mid-day can help locate breaks in weed growth that figintnuse to get access to shallow open pockets along the
shoreline. These access channels tend to be productieieowst; another option is walking the shoreline and casiing t
fish spotted in the shallows. Once the sun is off thteky look for fish snouts and fins, subtle wakes or brakaer
without wind. Inspect the disturbance momentarily attemgtrdjscern which way the fish is moving, but don't wait too
long or the fish will be out of reach. Make your bastgs and cast 4-8' ahead with long (10-12' to 3x) leaders and
floating or intermediate lines (5-6 wt). Make a stesoiynewhat slow retrieve and hold on. Hooked fish will often r
back through the weeds toward deep water, so you will asedficiently stout tippet to hold them and pull them back.
Remember that summer-time temperatures are likely &bbee the comfort level of trout, so fight them hard anehss
them quickly so they can get back to cooler water for regove

Good luck.
July 20 Meeting:

The new “digs are pretty nice. It would be a fine placmeet year
around. The casting area is a bit narrow, but that dadoft a number of
folks from giving it a shot. Everyone took turns casting JaWep’s
latest bamboo special. This rod was also our

introduction to another bamboo rod building

business formed by an AFF member. James

has created Yepahoo Bamboo Rods. (see

pictures at right). Good luck James

As you can see from the picture below there
was plenty of casting activity. Alicia Massoni,
Rocky’s daughter, showed pretty good casting
technique, getting a bit of instruction from Glenn.

That is the new meeting room (24 )
directly behind the group.



Because of a communication snafu, George Cecchetti waslaomw, disappointing a good turn-out, especially good for
for a hot July evening. However, George has reschedulédd@ugust meeting. It turned out to be a fine evening “bull
session”. The folks present found a lot to talk aboutretan enjoyable and beneficial information exchange.

Treasurers Report updated to the end of July:

Starting Balance $2,031.11
Income

Raffle 65.00
Expenses 0.00
Ending balance $2,096.11

NC?F*: Joe Bania, our club representative and a Board meimbé&deration, made a pitch for participation at the
conclave in Redding in October. He advertised the fishgig i downtown Redding. Proclaiming that October is great
for Salmon fly and stonefly hatches in the area. Inegeximity is Hat Creek as well all the fishing arassund

Burney.

He also opened what proved to be a full group discussion d¥esttNile virus and Lyme disease. It became quite cle
that we have all become more aware about the potentigedaf these two insect borne problems. Lyme disease is
spread by the western black legged tick and has been thaioiCalifornia for years. West Nile, spread by mosgsit
has just arrived in our part of the country. The watcind is to use common sense. Use DEET, wear long jaaot
sleeves if possible, check your lower legs for ticksl jam mosquito country, try to minimize being outdoorsarly
morning or at dusk. (That really sounds impracticaefitherman, better cover up and DEET up.). Luckily, ondyrall
percentage of folks that get exposed to either diseasegetsly ill. Many don’'t even know they have been exposed.
However, both can cause serious illness with debilitatimbgesven fatal results. Bill Heger testified that heeveffl a

bout with congestive heart failure from an encounter with ¢.ylisease.

George Cunah reported that the Upper Mokelumne WatershetiCAUMWC?) is “up and running”. It has hired staff
including a full time grant coordinator. Frank is ABFépresentative to the Council and is a member divibenember
Executive Board. Your editor must apologize for not knowingatiea well enough to take meaningful notes of some of
the points Frank covered regarding Council concerns amhactin a related discussion Frank reported thatshedi

from the dam down to Clements and saw no snails but too&uirens to clean his gear afterward. He emphasized the
importance of doing this after every tripdl fishing venues.

There was a good discussion about fishing for striperswtHdigan. The fish appear to be quite small and numeasus,
are the shad they feed on. This seemed to indiclte tgroup that as the food fish get bigger the stripersaisitl. Most
stripers are being taken by early morning “first lightlier’s. It was pointed out that in the evening, anogterd time

for stripers, there are also large mouth bass on thecseudébe had. One member who has been hitting Hogamtlyeise
new member Bill Heger, who has a boat at the lake. adegbnerously made he and his boat available (as have Glenn
and Bruce) for members wishing to give Hogan a try.

Fishing reports:

June Reports: While the June reports are a bit dated sthagkur editor’s inability to get out timely newslettdram
sure you will still fine them interesting. It is alwagsciting to read about successful outings.

Ken Brown had great luck at Fall River and presenssréport:
| fished Fall River the 21st, 22nd and 23rd of June. Thenfishas incredible. Morning through mid day indicator

fishing with P.T.'s and micro midges worked well. [§inng leeches and water boatman worked equally as wal. W
caught a few fish using PMD dries and spinners. Thasefeur of us fishing out of two boats and we had ar&ntb



60 hook ups per day amongst the group. We were fishing the uppensef the river. The Hex hatch was on father
down the river and our boats were too slow to make the tnighwdhile. Two of us hired a guide on the last day just to
take us to the Hex hatch. This was my sixth yearlytéripall River and | experienced the most incredible Hexthof

all the trips. The hatch was so incredible that mynesirand | had trouble concentrating on which fish towhio. There
were so many big fish boiling at once it looked like someoa® tessing floating fish food into a trout rearing pond. On
our last casts we hooked up our lines and created such d@haesar guide said, “fishing is over”. We each had had
strikes and one of us had a single fish on that got aWégyreally did not care. Just to experience such an

incredible scene was worth the trip. The big problem thighHex hatch is the small window of opportunity you have.
The hatch always starts after sunset and you fish ohdsnot being able to see your fly.

Glenn Stiltz and Bill DeWalt also was active in JuneGGénn reports:

On Monday, 6-14-04 Bill Dewalt and | met Mike Macklin to fidke Yuba for shad. We got on the water at 0920 and the
water temperature was 53 degrees and clear. We hadraneetson in the raft, Charles ?. We moved down river “1/4
mile and began fishing. At the first stop we hooked fish feolang run. The flies that seemed to produce best were re
body, white maribou tail and black tungsten bead head8sikke line | used was a 6 weight type three sinking hedd an
9 foot leader. At one point | took a break and Mike and | waaeoss the river to the other bank, which were higls pile

of mine tailings. After climbing to the top you could sad all over the river bottom, Mike estimated 4-500 fisle. Th

bite tapered off even though the fish were everywhere soméuoed the float. We made several other stops and each
produced a few fish, but no hot bite. Overall, the trijg @eeat. Not huge amounts of fish but a perfect day oot

wildlife and a great guide. | would recommend Mike to anyoride club.

On Monday the 21st | went to the Valley Springs area anckebdemut New Hogan. The water is warm , | would guess
75+ degrees and one guy at the cleaning station had caughtadl “schoolie” stripers on trolled shad minnows. While
there and taking a quick swim | watched a boil come umatrly 50 small fish and remained up for about five mins. On
Tues. the 22nd Bill DeWalt and | fished the log hole on theeican again, arriving on the water at about 0700. The
water temp was 64 and action was spotty for about an heas using a type 3 head and white and red fly, landing eight
fish. Bill began exploring the calmer water on the loemd with a type 2 head and began catching fish. | changed5

ft. clear sink tip floater and after watching Bill conte catching fish and kicking my butt for 45 mins, | fipdigured

out how to use this line correctly. We continued to céith taking occasional breaks until 3 pm when | caliedday.

Bill continued for about two more hours, catching threeemOur total for the day, 49 shad and one sucker, aflyon
creation, which I think I will name the Maribou Match- lstaff. Now time for stripers and trout.

July Reports: July was also a good month for AFF mertnips. Of course the frequent mile champs of AFE, th
Rollans, were off on another of their fishing jaunts, alsa Ralvert and Dennis Larson did a bit of “roughing it"on an
out of the ordinary fishing expedition that produced somatdighing.

Crowley Outing, July 21-22, Dennis Larson

Fished Crowley Lake over the weekend with Dave Millhollin. Ldna@atthe boat at Sandy Point about and was in position
to indicator fish (midge) at 10 am Saturday. There vadr@ut 30 boats and another dozen float tubers in MagewBay

we arrived. We hardly had our lines in the water wheowth wind came up and drove most everyone of the lake. We
continue to look for waters that were protected fromwilmel and ended up at Leighton Springs where | picked up a 17
1/2 inch rainbow. Dave lost one of similar size. That eveniadished Little Hilton Bay but with no fish.

We stayed Saturday night in the Dry Camp at the Croiamddye Fish Camp. Sleeping out under the stars the sky show
was outstanding. We ID satellites, saw shooting stareasa saw something that we could not explain. A bright light
that suddenly appeared in the sky and just as sudden dimsheavaff into the sky and disappeared. We launched the
boat from Fish Camp Sunday morning. | also bought an anabdhe mushroom anchor that | had on the rear of #ie bo
did not seem to help in holding us in one spot during the heavgwiith the new anchor, we did much better. We
were on the water at Magee Bay with the floatilla byrBaand the wind did not come up until about 2 pm. In between we
caught fish, not many but good size. We actually each pigedLahaton Cutthoat. They started putting cutthrodien t
lake a couple of years ago. Dave picked up an absolutelyifo€eaihbow, large black spots on the dark green backeand
truly rainbow along its side (19"). He also picked up a 21rifainbow up in Crooked Creek that was almost as



colorfully marked. This fish had much more girth. Weéd the wind would die down and we planned on returning
either to Magee Bay or Little Hilton Bay for the evenfigly. But at 6 pm the wind out of the NW was still going stong
With that we headed for the launch ramp and the retigriname.

Tight lines

Baja and Back, Bruce and Sallye Rollans

Our week fishing out of Loreto, Baja California Sur, Mexwas remarkably different from most previous tripgst-the
airlines left half our luggage in Los Angeles becausedtat weight of passenger luggage excited the plane’s maximum
limit. Why? Conventional fishermen averaged one 70-quadhest each and virtually all of them were filled withibee
and ice. Next, the air temperatures were below normeérrs2eming to exceed 96 degrees. Finally, fish wereazoty

as available. Even the meat fishers were complainingtdirimging home the poundage they have grown accustomed to
doing.

The first day fishing put us onto large groups of Sailf&shmany as 14 fish together, but only once did | come tiase
hook up. While stripping a popper back to the panga, | was wagtehtouple of sails pursue baitfish when another sail
suddenly hit the popper, knocking it out of the water.

The second day Sallye and | each landed a Sailfish, dleth bn trolled flies only seconds apart. We also landed o
small Dorado each.

Day three, we could find neither sails nor Dorado. t inght we were awakened sharply by an enormous elecstiman.
We were able to stand at the hotel room balcony and wadckt@rm approach us from the sea, repeatedly turning night
into twilight with hundreds of electrical strikes out thie water.

The next day our departure was delayed about two hours tosmakthe weather was clear enough for safe boating. As
it turned out the swells were too big to allow safe ngdtiom the foredeck platform even if we had seen fish.

The fifth day we turned to conventional gear and bait taftgy yellowtail. First, we landed 12 to 15 pound fishrigki
them from about 40 feet of water off Coronado Island. Wie thetored an hour North and fished 80 feet of water where
we landed two yellowtail, each 35 pounds. | had no ideall@w it can be to pull one of these from deep water.

Our final day we went back to fly fishing, but still cduiot fish sails or Dorado. We had to settle on@elachool of
football sized Bonita which can be a challenge even on 1bag.

Overall, a good trip even if few fish were landed. Salles pleased to add a silver Sailfish pin to her coiactiEven
cooler weather ahead as we prepare for Alaska in threlkeswe

Knott Creek and Onion Valley Reservoirs (Nevada), by Ron Geert

At some point in the trip Dennis Larson turned and saidyf&Speople say I've got a screw loose for coming up here and
fishing.” And just about that same time, | was thinking thgour screws weren't already loose, the fishing and 28sm
of 4 wheel drive road to Knott Creek would soften theghtrup.

From July 10-14, | joined Dennis on yet another of his “extrigshéng expeditions”, this time to fish Knott Creek and
Onion Valley Reservoirs. From Cameron Park, Califorinisiwas an 850-mile round trip journey to distant lands
northwest of Winnemucca, Nevada. This was a hot, dustyote fishing destination — bone-chattering 4WD trait5@&
5-day out-of-state license, no electricity, and no mgmvater — and also possibly some of the best fishingeiee
experienced.



After leaving around 3 a.m. Saturday morning, the piney ridgse Sierras soon gave way to the open sagebrush and

sand of northwestern Nevada. Wildlife highlighted ouvelin and around the area, from wild burros to anteloper,,

jackrabbits, prairie dogs, and hawks. By early afterna@nhad arrived and set up the only camp at the spectabola

of Knott Creek Reservoir. The lake was tucked down invd Bmidst several sagebrush-lined hills, with odd Mars-like

towers of granite thrust up around the perimeter.

Though not unexpected, Dennis and | were

surprised at how low the lake level was — we

camped well below the reservoir’'s normal water

line, and only the deepest sections of the

reservoir (roughly 20-25% of the lake surface)

were fishable; the rest of the lake was choked

with weeds and warm water, 63-68 degrees F in

temperature. (see the water line on the granite

pillar in picture right). Nevada Department of

Wildlife (NDOW) bills this as a trophy fishery

with rainbows, bowcutts, and Lahontan speckled

dace. We fished undisturbed Saturday afternoon

and all day Sunday - particularly in the area near

the dam - with slow but rewarding results: 15 fish

between the two of us, mostly in the 17-22”

category. Dennis’ fishfinder marked lots of fish,

but the heat seemed to keep them (and their appetites)kaittbe of the lake. After some concerted effort, Dennis
landed the celebrity fish: a 24-inch monster rainbow caught at
some weed beds near the dam (see left). Later, bk2pt
inch fish and we found it's stomach contents relatigglgrse
— a few snails and scuds. Effective fly patternsuicet BIG
black marabou leeches/woolly buggers (which probably
imitated black minnows sighted in the rocks near the dam),
beadhead purple mohair leeches, olive green and tan damsel
patterns, and pheasant tail nymphs. Most of thesebigre
hard-fighting fish, and we tried to take extra careewiving
them before release. At night we did victory-dances en th
shores of our own private trophy fishery, and feasted upon
some of the best camp-cooked hamburgers known to man.

On Monday July 12 we changed pace and headed to

Onion Valley Reservoir. Primitive campsites and

outhouses were available at either end of the lake, and at

any time, 4-8 different parties/families were campa@ he

Like other area lakes, the water level at Onion Vallag w

extremely low, with thick weed beds around the

perimeter. NDOW characterizes Onion as a “put, grow,

and take” fishery of mostly rainbows (some Kamloops

strain), with some bowecutts. Within moments after our

float tubes hit the water, we knew this would be a

completely different fishing experience, where the

numbers (but not the size) of fish would really add up. A

Type 2-3 sinking line and “anything olive” — especially a

Sheep Creek Special, Matuka, or Peacock Softhackle —

started hooking fish at an average of one every 6-7 minMa#t's Fur and Rickard’s Stillwater Nymph were a¢gmd
flies. The trout ranged from 9-15 inches, with most inliel 2 inch range. Though smaller fish, these were patigul
scrappy, energetic, and sometimes acrobatic trout. ro@sti “duck and cover” tactics were required - Dennisamed



fish launch almost 10 feet out of the water above him!gdiess to say, we had plenty of practice at “catchrelease”

after 3 days and a total fishing time of 11 hours, Denrds &dad landed over 140 trout!

After several seasons of mediocre fishing, these five glayxsded a much needed fishing indulgence for me to unwind
and “get it out of my system”. Somewhere along the linéefany day-to-day routine tighten up my screws and crimp
my fishing experiences. Knott Creek and Onion Vallgyesent a unique, worthwhile fishing experience — kind of a
break out adventure - though they require an investment qfttiawel, and courage. | can only imagine what these
fisheries are like in a good water year; from this pfmnvard you can bet I'll be watching Nevada’s winteowrpack.
When average rainfall returns to Knott Creek, so will I.

The Amador Flyfishers wish to gratefully acknowledge the geerous support of the following sponsors and
encourage you to think of them when considering your shojppg needs.

Kiene's Fly Shop
2654 Marconi Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95821
916/486-9958
800/40000-fly

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Road
Redding, CA 96002
530/222-3555 800/669-
3474
www.theflyshop.cor

American Fly Fishing
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95864
916-483-1222
800-410-1222
www.americanfly.cor

Teton Fly Reels Inc.
924 Church Hill Road
San Andreas, CA 95249
209/754-4709 800/831-08541
Fax 209/ 754-4716

The Reel Fly Shop
720 S Cherokee Ln. #B
Lodi. CA 95240
209/365-7335

Adventures on the Fly
Keith Kaneko
4555 N. Pershing Ave.
Stockton, CA 95207
209-401-6370
khkaneko@yahoo.com

Cabbage Rose
Gifts
85 Main Street
Sutter Creek, CA 95685
209-267-5525




Board of Directors

President: Rich Owings (209) 223-2219 ROflytyer@aol.net

Vice President: Glenn Stiltz (209) 2967077 calleigh62000@yahmo.co
Treasurer: Bruce Rollans (209) 274-0448 baetis@jps.net
Past-President: Bill DeWalt (209) 274-4640 bigrockranch@voloaho
Member Rep. Jerry Cassesi (209) 274-4386 lucydog@cdepot.net
Member Rep.: vacant

Newsletter: Larry Shaw (925) 846-0765 lIshaw@comcast.net

Send newsletter input to
Larry L. Shaw

1015 Riesling Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94566

NEXT MEETING AUGUST 17
PROGRAM IS GEORGE CECCHETTI ON
BEST EQUIPMENT FOR THE MONEY

Amador Flyfishers
1015 Riesling Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94566



